f 











FinaltetJi tofl in tej stampede 

Muslim pitgnms SraJd** Ilf' 

aoi be Wn for »-i ««> 

WedpoKlav **l*he>cSiHitiru> «n SjuJi Afjhm 

of d=^or7wc^k'Z‘£.r;;^^ ^ 

Ihat mosi of ihc deud were amS^Jf ladled.- one v»i>l. adding 

Repons from journalists 

meda and acconuxinvinp th* ^nujl pil^muce for Muslim 

have put Che lotal^^fii viuEl!??^ from then cuun:rlc^ of origin 
dead Were mainly from Asia stampede ai m.,ic «hjn 2.i«i. Sis 

>« to makTanv soSfc Alnca the> sa,d. Saua. Arabia lias 

Lid b™kr«ra?sSic'^S‘;:; "" *'”■■' 

pilgrons hurl Slones i**" •'« M*"-* "here 

tragedies at ihe Hai wm in tuui' 7!^ Mcc.j. The worst ui recsni 




Am iri(]«>pPQw*t:^Mr,itj pijlilnial iJciiiy puD 

1^1 JI| <afca^l ^ 




s f oundalion 


Vatican admits iews persecution 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM t AFPI — The Vatican has acknovs 
for (he firsi ume thai ihe Catholic Church had a role in centur;e» oi 
persecution of the Jews, including the NVorl-i War 11 Holocau&;, 
aocording to a document obcaiaed here Wednesday, in a draft 
document yet to be ntiHed by Pope John Paul I!, the \'aiicun says; “A, 
terrible mhture of religious, social, economical, political ami raaa: 
hroiility created the historiciil basis for the European Jeu^ Ikein^ 
driven on their deadly way toward the Shoah iMoiocaust)." And the 
three-part paper, a copy of whidi has been i‘>biaincJ by .A.*?, 
acknowledges that the “Church as a whole offered no eftecikc 
resistance to the Nazi persecution and extcnninaiion." It has been 
hailed by RaUii David Rosen, head of the committee charged with 
overseeing rclaiioiis between Judaism and the Catholic Church, as “an 
exceptional and historic" document. 
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Arafot’s wife 
denies divorce 

ROME fR) — The wife uf 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tiwt (PLO) Chainmin Yasser 
Arafat Wtkinesdav dismissed 
ICiUian press reports that the 
couple were about to divorce 
as part of a slur campaign to 
slow Palestinian self-rule. Suha 
Arafat issued her denial 
through a Rome-ba.sed Arab 
journalist after the reports 
appeared in several Italian 
newspapers. *'l am at home at 
the Side of my husband Presi- 
dent Arafat.” her statement 
said. She also denied reports 
that he« unde. George Hawa, 
had been arrested last week in 
Tunis on Arafat's personal 
orders and interrogated. *'I 
"»deny most categorically the re- 
ports carried today about an 
alleged marital crisis,” Suha 
Arafat said. 

King Hassan 
appoints 
new premier 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan 
of Morocco Wednesday 
app>ainled Abdellatif Filalt as 
the country's new prime minis- 
ter, the ofTidal news agency 
.MAP said. Hlali, a former 
foreign affairs minister, re- 
placed Mohammed Karim 
Lsjnarani, who has led a gov- 
ernment of technocrats since 
last November. The MAP re- 
port gave no indication why 
Lamarani was replaced. 

3rd of immigrants 
to Bsrael not Jewish 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Almost a 
third of recent arrivals from 
the former Soviet Union are 
not Jewish, a government re- 
port said, sparking calls 
Wednesday for tightening 
liberal immigration laws. 
“Wc’tc making a mockery of 
the goal for which Israel was 
established, ” said lawmaker 
f Avraham Raviiz of the Unitetf 
Torah Jewry Party, s(xaking 
on Israel ramo. He said Israel's 
Law of Return, grantine 
citizenship to immigrants with 
at least one JewUli grandpa- 
rent, should be‘ annidled be- 
cause it "is today being ex- 
ploited by... hundreds of 
thousands of people who are 
not Jewish.” Mr. Ravitz spoke 
after population re^stry offi- 
cials told legislators on Tues- 
day that 29~ per cent of the 
bbiCrtX} immigrants from the 
former Soviet republics in 1993 
had no Jewish background. 
Many of the non-Jews are 
spouses, in-laws or stepchii- 
ifrcn of the Jewish immigrant, 
all included in the law of re- 
rom. 

Ghali eyes second 
term at U.N. 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said Wednesday 
ihat he would request a second 
term in the position at the end 
of 1996 if he is healthy. "The 
question will be raised in 1996 
. and it will depend on my own 
•'^'physical capacities," Dr. Gha- 
li. 71. said. Meanwhile.” Or. 
Ghali asked a top level Norwe- 
gian foreign ministry advisor 
;in the Middle East to become 
U.N. secretary general's depu- 
ty, the Norwegian foreign 
ministry said here Wednesday. 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
ingvar Havnen said Dr. Ghali 
requested Monday that Terje 
Roed Larsen become his depu- 
ty on Middle Eastern issues. 

Ssrael sold Rwanda 
ammunition 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel sold hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of 
ammunition to the Rwandan 
government jusi before the 
countrv' disintegrated into an 
orgy of tribal killing, an Israeli 

daily reported Wednesday, 

Israel's foreign ministry 
approved the sale by Israeli 
military industries seven 
months ago. saying RwaitJa 
'O'US a legal government facing 
rciwl insurgents, the respected 
Haarelz daily said. Israel and 
Rwanda do not have diploma- 
tic lies. Israeli Foreign Minis- 
try Spokesman Gadi Balrians- 
ky had no comment on the 
story. A statement from the 
defence mini.slry said, "the 
minisliy does not relate to the 
• ' activities and resulLs of all de- 
fence exports.” Israel has long 
trained and equipped African 
armies. 


Sanaa eases offensive on Aden 
to give negotiations a chance 

U.S. enters mediations to end the war 


Sanaa lAgencin) — The 
Sanaa government h.'u^ decided 
against siurming the southern 
Yemeni capita! Aden im- 
mediately as :i wants more 
time to persuade southern 
secessionists that Ihc country 
should st.ty united, a minister 
said Wednesdav. 

^ Planning Minister Abdul 
Kdrim .AI Iryani told reporters 
that the northern forces also 
.had other military i.isks to 
complete before an attack on 
Aden would be feasible. 

“We have committed 
ourselves not to be hasty in 
entenng Aden, in the hope of 
any political solution ... We 
won't enter by force without 
giving a political solution a 
^ance,” he said. 

The Sanaa government is 
negotiating with moderate 
members of the Yemen Social- 
ist Party' (YSP) of southern 
leader Ali ^lem AI Beidh on a 
settlement which would 
reunite the country without the 
need for fighting.' 

Meanwhile, the United 
States has contacted three 
Arab countries in an effort to 
help broker a ceasefire be- 
tween rival leaders in the Ye- 
men civil war, an Egyptian 
diplomat said. 

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
were contaaed because they 
"are the three Arab countries 









A southern Yemeni (^ler adjusts his artillery gnn near Aden Tuesday (AFP photo) 


best placed” to ensure "an 
indirect dialogue between the 
northen and southern Yeme- 
nis,” the diplomat said. 

The three have already 
urged the warring sides to lay 
down arms and start talks to 
end the dvil war which broke 
out on May 5. 

The aim of the U.S.-led 


mediation was to "preserve 
Yemen's unity without resort- 
ing to force.” the diplomat 
added. 

He hinted that northern 
troops loyal to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh would be cal- 
led upon to accept a ceasefire 
in exchange for the south giv- 
ing up its unilateral declaration 


of independence. 

"TTiere is still a chance of 
ending the fighting in Yemen,” 
he said. 

U.S. charge d’affairs 
Edmund Hull told reporters 
following talks with Egyptian 
Minister Amr Musa, for the 
second time within 24 hours, 
that Egypt and the United 


States were working "to obtain 
a ceasefire in Yemen and facili- 
tate the opening of talks be- 
tween the two pTX>tagonists." 

A U.S. diplomatic source 
said Mr. Musa and Mr. Hull 
discussed “practical steps to 
end the fighting and encourage 

(Contfinaed on page 3) 


Police disann Fateh activists 

Israel has contingency plans to reenter Gaza 


GAZA (Agencies) Palesti- 
nian security forces in the Gaza 
Strip have for the first time 
disarmed members of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s faction, a Fateh official 
said Wednesday. 

"Security men heard gun 
shots in Gaza, and found two 
Fateh activists with guns, so 
they took them (the weapons) 
away,” said the official, Abdul 
Salam Abu Askar. 

He said the Palestinian 
police, locally called the 
Palestinian National Security 
Forces, would issue staiemenb 
on Sunday appealing to Gaza 
residents to hand over their 
weapons in special security 
centres. 

The police are responsible 
for security in the Arab 
population centres vacated by 
Israel last week under a self- 
rule accord with the PLO. 

Israeli officials have deman- 
ded the PLO tighten its reins 
on Gaza after two Israeli sol- 
diers were shot dead last Fri- 
day in a guerrilla attack at the 
Erez Border crossing point. 

Palestinians are armed to the 
teeth in the Gaza Strip. One 
Palestinian security official 
said there were about 13,000 
weapons in the hands of Fateh 
memters alone. 


Mr. Abu Askar told Reuters 
that 133 Fateh Hawks, a group 
that had been at the forefinoiit 
of armed resistance to Israeli 
occupation, started on 
Wednesday a 4S-day training 
programme in Gaza before 
their incorporation into the 
security forces. 

Fateh Hawks and Palesti- 
nian police commanders 
reached an agreement earlier 
this month on enlisting the 
Hawks. The group had com- 
plained it was being exdudcd 
from security arrangements in 
the Gaza Strip and the other 
self-rule area in Jericho. 

"They are being trained in 
what used to be the headquar- 
ters of the Israeli military gov- 
ernor. They will not leave that 
place until the training course 
is over,” Mr. Abu Askar said. 

But the PLO foces a cash 
crisis just as it needs money to 
fund the Palestinian police and 
the civil administration in the 
first weeks of self-rule, Palesti- 
nian and donor sources say. 

At the same time, the PLO 
leadership in Tunis has in- 
creasingly tried to bypass a 
World Bank master plan to 
develop the Palestinian eco- 
nomy, and has been wooing 
individual donors and large 
Western corporations, de- 
velopment economists said. 


Zakaria AI Agha, an 
appointee to the Palestinian 
authority, said last week the 
PLO was working on how to 
pay the civil administration's 
7,000 employees. Israel has 
paid their wages until the end 
of this month. 

“We are not at full capadty 
because the donor states have 
unfortunately been slow in 
transferring the money they 
promised. We need money 
quickly to bring more men and 
^uip them properly,” Colonel 
Abdel Moti AI Sibawi said in 
Gaza. 

Palestinian sources said Na- 
bil Shaath, the PLO's nego- 
tiator during the Cairo talks 
leading up to the self-rule 
accord, visited Gaza last week 
to hand out money to the 
Palestinian police. 

About 3,(XK) policemen have 
been deployed in Gaza for two 
weeks now. Most of them are 
sleeping on floors with little or 
no basic facilities and relying 
on hand-outs from Gazan resi- 
dents. Some say they have not 
been paid for nine months. 

Dr. %aath did not say how 
much be brought over. Israeli 
media reports suggested it was 
about $400,000. 

According lo Palestinian and 
World Bank calculations, the 
police force needs about $105 


million in its first year of op- 
eration. 

Meanwhile Israeli media re- 
ported Wednesday that the 
Israeli army has contingency 
plans to reenter Gaza if the 
first phase of the peace process 
did not snceed. 

"It is clear that if it won't 
work in the coming weeks a^ 
months.... we will no doubt 
draw our conclusions,” south- 
ern commander Maj. Gen. 
Matan Vilnai told Israeli news- 
papers on Wednesday. '*Tbe 
army is a body that creates 
plans of all sons, and today we 
do have contingency plan for 
returning to Gaza.” 

On Wednesday an attempt 
by the Israeli military comman- 
der in to travel the main north- 
south road was blocked by 
Palestinian police who refused 
ro let him pa^ and stone- 
throwing, Palestinian reporters 
said. 

Brig. Gen. Doron Aimog 
was stopped at a Palestinian 
police checkpoint near the 
road that iea^ to the Jewish 
settlement of Netzarim, just 
south of Gaza dty. 

An Israeli military officer in 
the region said the general told 
the Palestinian lieutenant he 
wanted to travel to his head- 
quarters at the Gush Katif 
group of Jewish settlements. 


Israeli warplanes attacli S. Lebanon 

Shiite leaders demand condemnation of Dirani’s abduction 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon 
■{AgencicsJ — Israeli war- 
planes Wednesday attacked 
South Lebanon with four 
fighter-bombers swooping 
down on the hills of Iqlim Ai 
Tuffah at 4:05 p.m. (13U5 
G.MT). security sources said. 
Two of the jets fired two 
air-lo-surface missiles each 
on bluffs in the area, which 
serves us a stronghold for the 
Shiite Muslim Hizbollah, or 
Party of God. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties from the 
raid on Jahal Rafih on the 
edge of an Israeliivcupied 
enclave in southern Lebanon. 

The raiding jets quickly 
swerved west over the 


Mediterranean and back 
home after hitting their 
targets, said the sources. 
They spoke on condition of 
anonymity. No ground fire 
was directed at the jets, they 
said. 

Israeli forces have been 
bracing for guerrilla attacks 
to avenge the kidnapping of u 
Shiite Muslim leader Satur- 
day. Shiite militants have 
vowed revenge. 

It was the second Israeli air 
raid on Iqlim AI Tuffah, or 
Apple Province, in u.s many 
days and the 14th air raid into 
L.ebanon this year. A total of 
nine people have been killed 
and lU wo5ndcd in the pre- 
vious air strikes. 


Israeli warplanes targened 
nearby Hizbollah outposts in 
fiery sorties Tuesday morn- 
ing. No word on casualties 
was available from Israeli- 
held sector to the south of 
Iqlim AI Tuffah. 

Wednesday's aerial action 
was in no-man's land be- 
tween Hizbollah positions 
and Israeli-held areas of 
south Lebanon, indicating 
the Israelis were this time 
after suspected infiltratuni. 

The security sources said 
guerrillas had been trying to 
infiltrate into Israeli- 
occupied territory through 
the rugged terrain near Jabal 
Rafih and apparently were 
spotted by the Israelis, who 


called their powerful air force 
into action. 

Iqlim AI Tuffah has been 
subjected to Israeli artillery 
fire since the morning. Scores 
of shells had been lobbed at 
Hizbollah positions. There 
was no immediate word on 
casualties from the bombard- 
ment. 

Earlier Wednesday, Israeli 
troops killed a Lebanese far- 
mer with tank fire after they 
apparently mistook him for a 
guerrilla, U.N.. sources said. 

Rashid Mansour, 60. was 
working in the fields at 5 a.m. 
(020U (jMT) near the village 
of Taibeh when an Israeli 

(Coolinned on page 3) 


Gazans 
could 
face 
starvation 


OfXUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip will face **siarva- 
tion” if they are not allowed 
to letuni to work in Israel by 
the end of the week, a 
Palestinian official warned 
Wednesday. 

"If in the next 72 hours our 
merchants and workers are 
not given permission to cross 
into Israel, there will be 
starvation,” Freih Abu Mud- 
dein, who is member of the 
Palestinian self-rule author- 
ity, told AFP. 

Israel last week sealed off 
the new Palestinian self-rule 
area when Muslim militants 
killed two soldiers at Gaza's 
main Erez crossing. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Gaza would re- 
main sealed off until the 
Palestintau police in charge 
of the strip erected cbe^ 
points at the crossings in 
order to prevent sudi attacks. 

The Palestinian authority’s 
efforts to talk Israel into 
reopening the crossing have 
failed so far, according to Mr. 
Abu Muddein. 

"We are discussing around 
the dock with the Israelis, 
but we have not been able to 
achieve anything yet,” he 
said. 

"If necessary, we will ask 
the U.S. sponsor (of the Mid- 
dle East pMce talks) to inter- 
vene, otherwise we mil try 
and open up a communica- 
tion link wth Egypt" at the 
Strip's southern edge, he 
add^. 

Gaza's economy is based 
on remittances from its work- 
ers who have jobs in Israel. 

Palestinian statistics pul at 
60 per cent the unemploy- 
ment rate in the Gaza Strip, 
which covers 370 square 
kilometres and has nearly 
800,000 inhabitants. 

Last week's decision to 
seal-off Gaza came as an 
additional measure resiria- 
ing the Palestinians' access to 
Israel's work mailcet. 

The dosure of the Gaza 
Strip also affeaed trade and 
industry, according to 
Palestinian economist Salah 
Abdul Shafi. 


Lebanon tries 7 
Abu Nidal suspects 
for killing Maayteh 


BEIRUT (R) — Seven per- 
sons went on trial Wednesday 
in Lebanon's first full-scale 
trial for the murder of a 
foreign diplomat since the 
1975-90 dvil war in which 
several envoys were killed or 
kidnapped. 

llie accused, all members 
of the radical Fatah Revolu- 
tionap^ Coundl (FRC) of 
guerrilla leader .Abu Nidal, 
face possible death penalties 
if convicted of shooting 
Jordanian Embassy Firsi 
Secretary N'a'eh A! Maayteh 
on January 29. 

Mr. Maayteh was gunned 
down in br^d daylight on a 
street in mainly Miisfim West 
Beirut in a killing that re- 
vived memories of Beirut's 
past during the 1970s and 
1980s as the murder and kid- 
nap capital of the Middle 
East. 

Lebanese authorities 
quickly rounded up suspects 
and diarged 15 alleged FRC. 
members with the killing. 

Only three accused, includ- 
ing the suspected gunman 
Yousef Shabaan, were in the 
heavily guarded court when 
the trial opened before Leba- 
non’s five-judge judicial 
coundl vriiich handles cases 
concerning national security. 

The coundl is Lebanon’s 
highest court. Its dedsions 
cannot be appealed but death 
sentences must be approved 
by Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi. 

Mr. Shabaan is accused of 


firing 10 pistol shots at .Mr. 
Maayteh in his car “until he 
was sure of his death.” 

The other tour accused, 
who are still being hunted, 
are bei.ng tried in their abs- 
ence. 

The prosecution said ihc 
eight remaining origin.ti sus- 
pects had not yet been fulii 
identified but uere also beriijt . 
hunted. 

Political sources speculated 
at the time that Mr. Maa) leh . 
'AOS gunned down to s-op 
Jordan going ahead with a 
peace agreement 'At:h israe!. 
Abu NidoJ's group \ e.hemenc- 
ly opposes .Arab-lsraeli peace 
talks but has denied involve- 
ment in the killing. 

Several foreign envoys, in- 
cluding a U.S. and a French 
ambassador, were assassin- 
ated in Beirut during the civil 
war and Lebanon has only 
just begun bringing the killers 
to justice. 

Hussein TIais. a pro- ' 
Iranian Lebanese Muslim 
militant, ^vas sentenced to life \ 
imprisonment Inst month Tor 
killing Colonel Christian 1 
Gouttierre, the French 
embassy's military attache, in ’ 
19S6. 

Nameq Ahmad Kama!, a 
Lebanese suspected of taking '• 
part in the 1976 killing of ^ 
U.S. Ambassador Frauds E. 5 
Meloy, embassy economic ‘• 
counsellor Roben O. Waring • 
and their Lebanese driver, ' 

(Cootiaiwd on page 3 ) 


Mitterrand insists 
on arms embargo 


Clinton defends 


PARIS (AFP) — President 
Francois Mitterrand Wednes- 
day insisted he was oppc»ed to 
lifting the arms embargo on 
ex-Yugoslavia, as French 
pressure groups backing the 
Sarajevo government loblned 
for an end to the sanctions. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who spoke 
at a cabinet meeting, warned 
tiiat proposals to exempt the 
Muslim-led government from 
the embargo could trigger an 
escalation of the Bosnian con- 
flict that could "go K’ell beyond 
the Balkans.” his spokesman 
Jean Musitelli said. 

With France Wednesday 
playing host to talks attended 
by diplomats from the Euro- 
pe^ Union, Russia and the 
United Slates and by the war- 
ring Bosnian parties. Mr. Mit- 
terrand said the "sole alterna- 
tive to negotiation is war." 

In an interview with five 
European papers Wednesday, 
the French president added 
that the future of France's 
U.N. troops presence in Ek>s- 
nia would depend on the out- 
come of an international con- 
ference. 

**The question (of a pullout 
of U.N. troops) would be 
posed if the conference where 
the Americans, the European 
Union and the Russians par- 
ticipate is delayed. 

“The French proposal is 
aimed at arranging talks 
among the factions and the 
three great powers, whidi have 
so far expressed themselves 
separately.'* 

The Frendt pre^dent called 
for an immediate conference 
after the Serbs pulled most of 
their troops out of the eastern 
Bosnian tow’n of Gorazde, 
under NATO pressure, at the 
end of April. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s Socialist 
ally, Michel Rocard, who 
heads the French Socialist Par- 
ty and the Socialist list for the 
June 12 European elections, 
has publicly differed with the 
president, speaking out in 
favour of lifting the embargo 
against the mainly Muslim 
Bosnian army. 

A group of French intellect 
tuals has also threatened to 
present their own list at the 
European elections if the 
mainstream lists do not c.*!!! for 


allowing arms deliveries to 
Bosnian government troops. 

Bosnian President Aliija 
Izetbegovic met with Mr. 
Rocard and other officials in 
Paris Monday to plead this 
cause. 

Mr. Rocard. a presidential 
hopeful, Wednesday urged 
that "negotiations still be given 
a chance." But he said 
"elementary morality would 
imply that at least if we cannot 
protect the Bosnians, we let 
them protect themselves.” 

The talks with the interna- 
tional contact group on 
Bosnia-Herzegovina took 
place Wednesday in Talloires, 
a town in the French Alps just 
across the border from Gene- 
va. 

The meeting aimed to reach 
an agreement on the future 
carve-up of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina alongside a 
general four-month ceasefire, 
as u prelude to a permanent 
peace. 

Earlier Wednesday. De- 
fence Minister Francois 
Leotard confirmed that the 
French military contingent in 
former Yugoslavia would be 
dropped by 2.500 men bv the 
end of the year. France, which 
forms the backbone of the 
U.N. force in ex- Yugoslavia, 
now has 6,800 troops there. 

By the end of 1994. "we are 
going to drop the volume of 
our forces in Bosnia and we are 
going to regroup them around 
Sarajevo.” Mr. Leotard said 
on French radio. 

France, and laier Britain, 
have both warned thev would 
pul! their forces out of Bosnia 
if there is no breakthrough in 
the peace process. Briuin has 
about 3,000 troops in former 
Yugoslavia. 

In Washington, meanwhile. 
President Bill Clinton reiter- 
ated U.S. commitment lo help- 
ing enforce an e\'eniual peace 
senlement in Bosnia. 

Mr. Clinton defended his 
policy in the former Yugosla- 
and promised the United 
States would play its part in • 
policing an eventual peace 
accord . 

He blasted calls for the Un- 
ited States to unilaterally break 
the U.N. aims embargo on the 
former Yugoslavia 
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New Karak hospital 
nears completion 


By ]Qa NasraBA 

.fefdan Times Saff Aeporrer 

AMMAN — Nearly SO per 
cent of construction work at 
(he Italian coverament- 
rinanoed hospital in Karak 
has been finished, and total 
completion is expected by the 
end of 1994| according to 
Health Deparuneni Director 
in Karak AbduUah Shawaw- 
reh. 

Dr. Shawawreh told the 
Jordan New^ Agency. Petra, 
that Che Health Mnistry 
hopes the hospital will be 
operational by the beginning 
of the second half of 19^ 
after ail the equipcncnl and 
facilities have been installed. 

The fsrsi phase of the JD !3 
million project will make 
avaSuble JUU beds: later the 
hospital could be expanded 
to accommodate 2 ty) teds, 
buffidem for the Karak Gov- 
emorate's needs until the end 
of the century, said Dt. Sha- 
wawreh. 

The infrastructure work, 
which cost JD 1 million, was 
provided by rhe Jordanian 
government in accordance 
with an agreement with the 


Italian govcmmeni which is 
financing the construction 
and the e^uipmen:, added 
Dr. Shawawreh. 

Jordan and Italy styned an 
agreemeni for the asnsiiui:- 
tion of the hospital in iMisS. 
but because of unfiircicen 
difficulties and the delay in 
the infrastructure wiirk, con- 
struction of the hobptt.i[ 
started un!v in 
1W3. 

Dr. Shawawreh ^aiJ the 
agreement also piovided Ittr 
training Jordanian doaors at 
Italian hospitub, a pfiwjm- 
me that is currently in 
ress. 

Following the construcrion 
of the hospiut. he said, (he 
Heoiih Ministry plans lo set 
up a school adjacent to the 
hospital for on-ihc-joh luin- 
tng of doctors anJ nurses m a 
bid to upgrade medical ser- 
vices on a constant b::sis 

According lo Health 
.Ministry sources, Joidan pro- 
vided ihe plot of land end laid 
the civil works fui ihe h-.ispii- 
ai which included a sewerage 
system, electricity, water and 
telephone networks, roads 
and other rdevant services. 


Heat wave wilts ’Eid holiday 


By Natasha Bukhari 
Spfcu! to the JoiJjn 'iinicrs 

AMMAN — Jiird.in went on 
2:o!ida\ lor a uvek for a 
hrc.ik Well e.inied, .la-nrding 
III .1 h.'iinitui o| ilic Kiiiyduin'v 
v.iirkint' voimtiimiiy. The 
past few iiiontlis luvr been 
oh.iusrmg lor in.i!iy in the 
ci.iunir>: dcpiiiies Inuglit lo 
ciiilnrw the dr.ifi sales tax 
law. (lie giivcrnmeiil fought 
N>r iL'. survival, P.ilesiinijiis 
: Ioul'.Ii< v.ilM iiilivr over their 
I diffciL'ii’ positions vis-.i-vis 
I (lie peace pnn'ess. 

Fiiuliy, 'i:.id Al Adlia ar- 
rived ai*ei.inipaiiied by an un- 
welcoiCe guest; an unhear- 
ahle heal wave. Neverthe- 
less. most [vtipie were deicr- 
I iiiisi-ed to enjov their free 

I Ntiic .i:id iiotliitig could slop 
I them. 

I '1 it^ok ni> laniily to Jerash 
I where W'c had .t picnic under 
I ihe ctHil shade o| the iiees,” 
s:iid Mustafa, a gar.ige owner 
! from Sweileli 

I While Mustala wjs pie- 
I nicking ill Jei.e-h. some more 
! fortunate Joidaiiiaiis were 
basking uii .Mediterranean 
beaches, yet coinplaiiniig ab- 
out the ‘foaring teinper:ituies. 
■‘(.■yprus would have been 


more lun h.id it not been so 
hot," conipLiiiied K-ana. a 
universily siudciu who spent 
the holidays under the Cvp- 
tiul suiisitmc. 

Seventy - Ihree-ye.ir-old 
.^bll Ahiii.id. who sold 
tiM^ked Corn from his slree:- 
sidc cart in J.ihal Hussein said 
that this ‘F-id w.is levs reward- 
ing lh;m ihe last one 

“People piefcrred to nib- 
ble on •ri.’tnelhir.g ihat would 
cuoi tiicir. I'tfi. laosily icec- 
ream. 1 ilid manage to sell 
some coin svibs ai mgbt when 
It was iMolri. hut „ii in .lii. it 
Was much Worse ih.in l.ist 
'Hid," he said, thanking God 
.Minighty lor his hlivs 

In J.ib.d Hussein. .i young 
m.in selling fresh hiinimos 
inut:crcd M^mcitnng under 

iiis bieath angrily. .Asked 
why he wa.s up‘o:i. Cihai/i 
.iiiswcicJ lh.it "those laucy 
c.ar ow'iicrs'' trv to humiliate 
simple (.K'i'ple like himself. "1 
am simply srllmg this slut:; ! 
.nil nof asiiinj’. lo: charity.'' 
he said expl.niiing that sonir 
slop tlicif cars to buy 
ill, produce a::d try to e.i,e 
him more n:oney th.iti it ts 
vvonh. “a.s If I am a beggar," 
he s.iid. 

"This T.id Was emotit'inaliv 


chatued," said a PLU o:ti- 
cial. lie said that for the firs; 
lime in 27 years, Palestinians 
were hoping tocciebrate 'Eid 
.M Auha II! Ci.i.:a anJ Jeriviio 
with a icfisc of freed'.).;:, bu: 
were prevcaicd from doing 

•rt.1 

"How CJ.T uur people feci 
f:ee to celebrate with t.he 

• nigjinu bliuijy coafrotita- 
lions teiwee.n Paicstiinans 
and Isr.te'.is'.'" he -^aid. 

Heal >: n«'? he.ir, .A.mm.u',';- 
streefs were especi3!!^ 
crowded at night; most pei*- 
pic preferred W so for w.dks 
ill night after a busy day of 
visiting taimly and friend:,. 
Traffic 'A.I.S hcjviiy congested 
its frimilies drove around the 
streets of the capital before 
cnJir.g an,;, her day o: 
cdebraiian. 

Rut despite the holiday 
in.iny jorJaiiuns expretjcd a 

-a:n.*a: of rcstlevsnevs. 

"Lven when v.c are not 
v.orking. Our mir.Js ..r-.-, ' 
said Raja, a iiLp.*.'' niari-.e! 
ownc: in Sweiici; a..‘dint' :ha* 
teeding a fuindy c: rie'nt was 

n.i t.sSk. 1 '.TV.-..,, I'i*., 

mghLs and days thinking ab- 
out .how I a.m geirg :o w.'ure 
a decent living for nn wi:e 
and chiidicii." he said. 



«■ 

.An .AcL'tuin seesred to kisow what was in purchased refrige.«^:(or. '2 .-..tpe: .-s scn>'..:-j ; - 

store for t.'ja; j. ear'*' *F.id .AS .A(!ha, as Ise waldies 34*C duria;> tire huliJaj '• i 

uver his roiSesL'd up b-hacp and hix oewly- scini) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives cables 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday received cables of go^ wishes on 
Jordan's 4Stb independence anniversary from’ 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majati, senior 
government offidak and high ranking army 
officers. The King also received cables from 
heads of departments, professional union offi- 
dak and various private and puUic organisations 
in Jordan. In addition. King Hussein received 
cables of good wishes from b^ds of state of Arab 
and foreign nations. 


Qatar Airways to start Amman- 
Doha route 

AM.MAN iJ.T.j — Qatar Airways, the national 
Qatari airline, will launch it.s direct Amman- 
Ooha route Friday. .May 27, in accordance with a 
recent agreement signed between the civil avia- 
tion aullwrities in Jordan and Qatar. The Qatari 
airline, which launched its inaugural flights 
aboard Air Bus Industrie aircraft last January, 
has already established permanent routes 
through out the Gulf states and plans to open 
routes to Damascus, Beirut, Cairo and Kliarloum 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following lisiinp are compiled from 
monthly bulletins ana the daily A/ahic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concentra institutions. 


I FILM 

'p' FDhi eucfrled **TI»e Candidate” at the Amer- 
I lean Center on Tlnu^y at 5:M) p.m. IIIO 
I minates). 


FIELD TRIP 

'fr Field Ir^ to Al Konra region, some 80 
kdomelres to the north of Amman, organised 
by the Fiimds of Archaeok^. Deparlnre 
will be oo Friday from the Amra Hotel 
parking lot at 9:00 a.m. by bus or private 
car. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of paintings by 20 Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists (inchidiiig Widad Orfhli, Hus- 
sein Da'seh, Waddab Al Ward, Adnan Al 
Htlu and Mahmoud Hussein) at Orfali /Vrt 
Gallery in Umm Uihaina (Td. 8269321. 

tk Exhibition by 46 artists entitled ”He. Bon- 
jour Moaneur La Fotaine” el Ihv French 
Cnhural Centre, 

* ExhU>ltioii.ofwateif^c<4cHirpamUi^ 

Itab Kreib and another exhibition of cera- 
mics by Sqjida ,AI Mashaiki al Ain Art 
Gallery in Wadi Saqra (Tel. (kt445t, 65282.^1. 

'A; Exhibition by artist Hrimi El-Touni al Balad- 
na Art Gallery (Tel. 687598). 

ii Art exhibikioD by five Egyptian artists al 
Darai Al Fonun of the .Abdul llanieed 
S bo Rian Foundatkm in Jabal Luweibdeh. 
Also showing “permanent” exhibition of 56 
.Arab coniempof^- artists (Tel. 64.^j/2). 
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Government plans to introduce draft law 
requiring pre-marriage blood tests 


M' 

hr 


By Elia Nasrallah 
and Kana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment intends to introduce a 
draft law soon requiring cou- 
ples planning to marry to 
take blood tests before their 
nuptials to determine if either 
partner suffers from any 
hlood disea.se and other gene- 
tic problem that could result 
in their children being bom 
with congenital malformation 
or retardation. Health Minis- 
lur Abdul Rahim Mulhas 
announced recently. 

“It is not a measure de- 
signed to prevent people 
from getting married, but 
rather a measure to alert 
people to the possibilities of 
bearing children with con- 
genital defects and also to the 
dangers ' of contracting sex- 
ually transmitted diseases," 
said Dr. Malhas. 

According to sociolo^st 
Sabri Rbeihat, in Jordanian 
society, where intermarriages 
between relatives are not un- 
common, the government has 
recognised tte need to in- 
form (he public of the poten- 
tial risks to the offspnng of 
such couples. 


“The concept of traditional 
intermarriage is deeply 
rooted in the Jordanian socie- 
ty, and it is commonplace for 
social and economic 
reasons,” Dr. Rbeihat said. 

He lotd the Jordan ’limes 
that this type of marriage in 
Jordan is similar to other 
Arab societies and aims at 
maintaining solidarity, mini-' 
mising costs, and most impor- 
tant, preserving the family’s 
real estate and properties. 

“In Jordan, only the 
affluent could marry outsid- 
ers as their social status and 
wealth make their marriage 
both possible and rational," 
he said. 

According to Dr. Malhas. 
no pix.»per survey has been 
conducted in the Kingdom to 
determine the causes of con- 
genital malformation or re- 
tardation. The minister cited 
intermarriage and blood dis- 
eases as two major factors 
that could resuJt in the deliv- 
ery of disabled children. 

A recent study conducted 
by the Ministry of Health 
released in Apml, revealed 
that at least 750 individuals 
suffer from the thalassemia, a 
hereditary disease which 
causes deficicnev in hemoalo- 


bLn. 

‘This diseau-, along wjl^i 
many other blooo diseases, 
detected by a blood test, 
would prevent future dk- 
appointmenis,'' the health 
minister saii. 

9 

Other impori;int co.m- 
municabie -ii-.-e&kcj that could 
‘oe dececTccI by the pre-passd 
blood tests arJ sexu^Uly trans- 
mitted disease:, and the .AIDS 
(.AqjirsJ Ir.u:su.ns Denciency 
Syndrcjmc) rirus. Accoroing 
to a ?.linktr^' of Health repo.T 
-•jr. Dec. Jorda.'i has 

S5 repered cases of .AIDS. 

D:. Mclhos i.afd surveys 
were concucted in Lebanon 
and In Europe with results 
eonrlrmlriv tha: ii'.termar- 
riages among close relatives 
constitute one of ihe main 
factors of children beni with 
birth defects-. 

Reuters reponed Friday 
that Lebanon pus^d a law 
requiring couples to cake pre- 
marriage bIcod :esir>. inelcw 
stipulate-j ii:ct :f couplas ma> 
ry wichou: taiting Lie tests, 
'they wiii be ri.ned. 

Dr. Malhas called on the 
public to co.’nprchino tnat at 
least 10 per cent of Jordan’s 
population currentiy suffers 


from some type of disability, 
adding that many such disabi- 
lities could be prevented by 
stopping the practice of inter- 
marriage and. in cases where 
the tests find a communicable 
disease in either partner, 
undergoing proper medical 
treatments to rid the person 
of the disease prior to mar- 
riage. 

Minister of Social De- 
velopment Mohammad 
Sqour welcomed the health 
ministry's plan, adding that 
his own ministry plans to 
conduct awareness cam- 
paigns to explain the advan- 
tages of undergoing the blood 
tests. 

"The ministry has experi- 
enced some cases in the past 
in which parents of handicap- 
ped children have said that 
tbe« wocld have taken ' a 
difterent course had they 
known that their child would 
be bom disabled and they 
ccuJd have prevented that 
from the beginning;.” Dr. 
Sqour told the Jordan Times. 

He added that these tests 
are imponant because in 
many cases not only the first 
child would be disabled, but 
his or her si'olinss as well. 


"I.-: the initia! sr.g.-?. 
tests do no? completely pre- 
vent inlvnrarri.'tges. at Icastu'-. 
it is a st.'>rx. and we would be*^ 
happy to h.ive a 10 per cent 
reduction in disabilities at'ry 
early stase?.’' the ininisierTl 
added. ' 

The Ministry of Health'ii" 
also enlisted the help and :cc 
approval of the Office of the?. 
Chief Islamic Justice in 
man concerning regulations as; 
before going ahead with theob: 
move. D:. Malhas said. CCS 
adding •’»&! j final agreement 
has not yet been reached. ■ zp 

Couples planning to many < . 
will be required to obtain • ' 
certificbte shewing >he results^ 
of the blood tests from the^^ 
hfinistiy of Health. 'The esr-'^ 
tificate will determine what®?[ 
land ci birth defects (phy.rical^ 
and :.ienTah the oirspring 
the couple might te born^'*^ 
-with, and any 'other bb^. ' . 
diseases either partner niiaht'*^; 
have. Dr. hjaloas said. 

.Ac-rordtng Dr Rtelhat,’*^ 
•'wksi we ncuu to do is- to~ 
make r>eople awtu'e of the ^ ; 
reality and facts, and fer ; | 
therr. to undei-srand the out- I 
comes .ind to er.ccurage the-n - t 
to unde.'-go the bIcod !es«s.’’ ■ ! 


Israeli warplanes attack 

(Omtiaiud from page 1) 


j Sanaa eases o^enslve 

I ^Continued frun* 1) 


patrol detected movement, 
said a G.N. officer in the 
area. 

A tank fired rwo cannon 
rounds, killing Mansour. said 
Ihe officer of the Finnish 
battalion of the U.N. Interim 
Force in Lebanon (UNIFfL). 
He spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Taibeh. about 6 kilometres 
west of Israel's northern 
Galilee panhandle, is policed 
by UNIFlL's Finnish bana- 
'^iion. *rhe village sits on the 
edge of the eastern seaor of 
an enclave Israel occupies in 
southern Lebanon as a 
“security zone” to shield its 
northern towns from cross- 
border guerrilla attacks. 

Around the market town 
of Nabatiyeh just south of 
Iqlim Al Tuffah and north of 
Taibeh. Israeli troops fired 
incendiary shells at corn 
fields and olive groves start- 
ing fires. 

The Israelis apparently 
wanted to dear a bush near 
their outposts which could be 
used by guerrillas to infiltrate 
into the security zone. 

A firefighter was wounded 
by Grapnel as he battled a 
blaze at the abandoned 


Lebanon tries 7 

(Contliiaed from 1) 

will go on trial Thursday. 

He w'as one of three men 
sentenced to life imprison- 
meni in absentia for the kill- 
ing earlier this month. He 
will be tried again after sur- 
rendering to police on Mon- 
day saying he was innocent. 

Another of the three, Bas- 
sem Mohammad Farkh 
found in a Beirut jail this 
week serving a drug dealing 
sentence. It was not im- 
mediately known if he would 
also be tried a second time. 

However, the trial of the 
seven suspects is the first of 


side Nabatiyeh. 

Shiite guernlla leader Mus- 
tafa Dtram was seized bv 
helicopter-borne Israeli com- 
mandos from hk house in the 
eastern Bekaa valley. 

Israeli offiduls said (hey 
U'anted Mr. Dirani for inter- 
rogation on the fate uf Israeli 
airman Ron Arad, who has 
been missing since his plane 
was shot down over south 
Lebanon in October 

Syria on Wednesday de- 
nounced the “teiTorisi abduc- 
tion" of Mr. Dirani and indi- 
cated the kidnapping could 
hurt the .Middle East peace 
process. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk .Al Sharaa urged the 
United States and Russia, cos- 
ponsors of the Arab-Isrueli 
peace talks, to condemn the 
weekend Israeli commando 
operation in easicrn Lebanon. 

It WO.S the first official Syrian 
comment on the raid. 

Mr. Sharaa, during a meet- 
ing with Russian presidential 
envoy Viktor Posuvalyuk. de- 
manded that Russia and the 
United Stales, '‘condemn 
Israel’s arrogant policies and 
stands, espeaally the latent ter- 
rorist abduction curried out by 
Israel inside Lebanese tern- 
tori'," said S.AN.A 


suspected killers of a foreign 
envoy to take place in Beirut 
with full publiaty and press 
coverage since the civil war. 

In Wednesday's hearing, 
the court rejected a defence 
plea that it was not compe- 
tent to try the case, ruling 
that it was because the killing 
of Mr. .Maayieh was a threat 
to Lebanon’s security. 

'The defence claimed most 
of the prosecution evidence 
was obtained by torture and 
demanded that it be dis- 
allowed. The prosecuticiii de- 
nied the allegation. 

*nie court adjourned until 
May 30. 


political dialogue” as the war 
was about to enter its fourth 
week. 

He said the United Stales 
was "very concerned by the 
situation in Yemen." 

Northern and southern 
forces have been at war for 
three weeks but the north- 
erners have failed to fulfil their 
original hopes of a quick and 
e.TSy victory. 

7 hey have pushed the south- 
erners hack into an incomplete 
semicircle around Aden with a 
ntdiiUk of between 30 and 60 
kilometres hut in the past week 
they have not made much 
more progress towards the 
city. 

Thu northern army is also 
moving east towards the 
southern-controlled provinces 
of Hudranutw and Mahruh, 
which (hey cut off from the 
Aden enclave early in the 
fighting. 

About 5(N) northerners have 
been killed and 1,700 wounded 
since the war began, a source 
close to the government said. 

Mr. Iryani said the main 
contact in the negotiations with 
the southerners was Salem 
Saleh Mohammad, one of the 
YSP’s representatives on a 
presidenlial council which 
nomtually ruled Veuwn until 
Mr. Beidh minuunced Iasi 
week that Ihe south was going 
its own way, 

Mr. Beidh named Sniem 
Saleh as a member of his own 
breakaway presidciitiiil Council 
bused in Aden but the politi- 
cian. who is now in London, 
has not said whether he accepts 
the post or not. 

“He was asked to come to 
Aden and he rclused. ' Mr. 
Iryani said. 

Mr. Iryani, who is very close 
TO Yemeni President AM 
.Abdullah Saleh, Siiid the talks 
between Sanaa and YSP mod- 
erates had made progress on 
some points. 

"At one stage they .said they 
were willing io sus)K-i:d the 


(secessionist) actions they du- 
dared... What's imporUmt is 
that they are ready to negotiate 
in the framework of unity,” he 
said. 

But Sanaa was unsure what 
authority the moderates have 
to talk and continued to soe 
Mr. Beidh and IS other YSP 
leaders as criminals who 
should cither face trial or flee 
the country. 

"I don’t know if they arc 
talking personally or with the 
backing of the YSP pofithuro,” 
he said. 

He siiid the purpOM; of par- 
doning all .sucessiunists except 
Mr. Beidh and the 15 was to 
answer objections that by 
punishing them victorious 
northerners would create long- 
term antagonism in sonic 
southern are.is. 

Sanaa announced the 
amnesty on Mond.*iy evening 
and twinned it with arrest war- 
rants against the 16 for rebel- 
lion, mutiny, violating the con- 
.stiiuiion and other serious 
crimes. 

“If it leads to the YSP split- 
ting then well and good. But it 
was not aimed at rhut,” Mr. 
iryani said. 

The south said on Saturday 
it WU.S ending the 1990 union of 
tradirionalist north Yemen and 
formerly Marxist soulh Ye- 
men. 

Mr. Iryani said the main 
niiliiaiy ohsiuclc to an advance 
on Aden was that southern 
forces still comrolled parrs of 
Lahj Province northeast of the 
city. “The elfort right now is to 
climinarc remnants of the 
opposition there. You cun'; 
enter Aden before L.ihj is 
toiuily safe. It would be ex- 
tremely dangerous” he said. 

The next military step would 
he to break the defences 
around Aden and neutralise 
Aden airport, which the 
south's superior nir force is 
using to harass the adv.incing 
northernets. 

''When uur Um^ningu artil- 
lery arrives in Ahyan (north- 
east of Aden) we will sti>p 


Lebanese army barracks out- 


afirgr»::.s!l«f' : t'.tins! .Aden air- 
p-.in the artillery is 

.itore uccuruie." Mr. Iryani 
said. 

A northern missile appurcni- 
ly aimed at the uirpon hit a 
house nearby early on Sunday, 
killing eight people. 

Or. the caf.tern front, the 
main obstacle '.v;u> the distanc.* 
and the strain this put on 
no.nhcrn arm) supply lines. *ne 
said. 

MeunwhiSe, hundreds uf 
mourners Wednesday 
thronged the tuncral uf victims 
of a rocket attack on the north- 
ern Yemeni capital, vowing to 
fight on until the southern 
separatisui arc defeated. 

The riinera! was for nine of 
the 1.3 people who died when a 
missile aas.hed on a block of 
mud-and-stone houses in 
Santnu Monday night. Four 
were buried in pnvate cere- 
monies. 

Men in traditional robcb and 
kafilvehs raised the dead higli 
above their heads as the pro- 
cession flowed toward the 
Khuzenii L-emelery in the cen- 
tre of the capital. The bodies 
were carried on ambulance 
sireichcrs, including one so 
liny it fit in two hands. 

"This criminal massacre will 
not stop (he people.” said Hus- 
sein Al Sayaghy."Quite the 
opposite, it will increase their 
determinulioii to clean the 
Yemeni land from the ugly and 
criminal dirty bodies" of the 
secessionist souihern lead- 
ership. 

“We will fight and right and 
fight and fight until we gain our 
freedom.” added Mr. S^yaghy, 
.1 government-employed aero- 
nautical engineer. 

Bui un Yemeni minister 
vowed Tuesday that the north 
would mU attack .Aden with 
Scud Mirfacc-Li-surface mis- 
siles 10 at'cngc the attac!:-. on 
Sanaa. 

"I usburw vou that this will 
not happen. ’ Mr. Iryani told 
reporter.. 

Mr. Iivum acknowledged 
that the iumh h:td fired three 
missiles with a shorter range 
than the Ssuds. 
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The airlines operaiing in Jordan including Royal Jordanian are compiet- 
ing £ feas'b.Try study to irripiement the BSP in Jordan; A scheme toi' 
organise the rerr.irtances of Travel Agency ticket sales to tr-.e airiinss. 
thro'ugh a clearing bank. r 

Iniiially the post 'A'ili be daily parr time (half day) pending :he acpro /al of % 
the feasibility stucy rowa/ds me end cf 1394. Thereafie, £nc tG- =^- 

confirmation b'/ the BSP Steering Panel, the post will be ccnf'm'ied as ?jii f 
time. is 

Candidates applying to this post should have the iciio-.vir-t; ^ 

1. A minimum of 15 years experience in airline sales arid irorkaMna, -I- 
finance o- travel agency automation, 1C years cf v/hicr; -.usi ce iu the — 
Jordan market. 

2. Attended relevant lATA Sales and Ticketing courses. 

3. Adequate knowledge of lATA Agency Procedures ?;-.n Pesoijtions 

and BSP procedures. ' | 

4. Knowiedge cf airline ticketing and/'or travel agency eccountinc I 

procedures and ability to review computeriseiJ repcTS ' | 

5. E^cei!ent command of the English language both wrine. ' and spoker:. p 

6. Goed relations v/ith the airlines and tra-^/e! agents ^ 

7. A high personal reputation and standing and smart phvsicel appear- [ 

Details of salaries and benefits will be provided after the s^iseti-r^'^ 
process. ' "''- J 

Written applicatiens including curriculum vitae and refe"ec: =rs t-.. 
received by J'jne S to the following address: 

Chairman BSP Study Pane! I 

c/o InfersTjatSen Systsms S Seerices Dept. ^ 

P.C.Bok 332 
Ainniar< - Jerdan 
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The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. M^fdoobeh 


Challenge before commission 

THE 17TH session of the miiiisterial meetii^ of 
the Economie and Social Commissioa for West 



forthcoming deliberations. 

Part of the problem of ESCWA is the lack of 
cooperation and coordination between the 
member states themselves. There seems to be 
330 way to isolate economic coordination from 
jpoiatical cooperation; and tins issue, which has 
pfeigned oth^ regwmai oigamsations, hichidiiag 
^ Arab Cooperatiim Coandl, obviously fros- 
SrsScs the course of ESCWA as weO. 

These are of course other chaBenges fKing 
ESCWA wfasefa we hepe emdd be addressed in 
cause of the two-day amfrnnoe. The 
Mxk^ befwea economic deedopnaent on one 
band «ad hwiiiiiiH rights and denwenKy on the 
otter does not seem to have nram on the list of 
pris^itics the U*N. body. tUlEe the United 
Nathess ^j«velopnicnt Programine (UNW), 
which has finally accepted the organic rda- 
tionttfip bet w een eronomir pwigrcss and phir- 
^Sstic democracy, ESCWA has yet to ykSd to 
this logic In pnrsiiit of its economic and social 
gseds ^ tiae regioB. We befieve that there b 
ahrefidy international amsensos on thb point as 
endowed by the deitterations and condosions 
of last year’s World Conierenoe on Human 
Ri^ held in Vienna. The Ihdted Nations 
Genenl Aasendbfy had endoned the recom- 
mendations of flm Vienna conference on hBBBm 
r^ts, and therefore there b every reason for 
ES C^A to apply thb new petspeUiremd start 
workiBg abo on the derdop m ent of democ racy 
in the reg^ as an hdegral part of the chain 
deydopmeaL The least tint the peoples of fhb 
r^ion can expect in tids eontext b to have 
E^[]!WA service, in addition to its formd 
responsibilities, tin ftmetions of the U.N. Cen- 
tre of Homan tS the Is Mb to 

have its own re^onal office. 


IBRAHIM AL Aba, a cohmuiist in A1 Ra’i, criticised the 
Arab League for fEdKi^ to rally to end the oonfiict in Yemen 
and for aowiag little interest in what is happe nin g Aece 
betiveea the northmus and the sondtemers, with decriment 
conwqwmm on the ^ab potentials. The Arab Leune is 
silent ahouc tfae c on t inu ed sanctions against Libya and Iraq 
and Western hostile attitudes towards Sudan and tfae Palesti- 
mans, said tiie writer. Sinnlaify, the Arab Leslie stood arm 
folded daring the civil war in Lebanon and the foreign 
intervCTtioo m Somalia, and has showed no concern at all 
abont lsEad*s adbuction of Mustafa Dirani, head of a 
Lebaneae resistance group, said die uniter. It is die deep 
and conflKdn^ views amemg Arab states, wfaidi 
rendered dns invitation umpotent, said Mr. Absi. He said 
cn^ the present eircnnistances, one can conclude that there 
is no need at all ftn' an Arab League which, thou^ set up to 
bring prosperity to the Arab World, is serving as a catalyst fior 
{nrtfaer s^ts among Arab states. 

XAHER AL Adwan, a oolomnist in A1 Dustaur, attacked 
Israers abduction of Mustafa Dirani, as another act of military 
piracy diat can only engender deep hatred and fhistTadon 
among the Arab masses. It is a state terrorism act that does not 
attract any world condemnation, which underlines the fact that 
world community continues to do service to Israel and its 
interests, said the writer. There is no doubt, said the writer, 
dial the Israeli act was poiitKally motivated and is oounected 
with the peace process but was carried out under the pretext of 
seeking the release of the Israeli pilot whose plane was shot 
down over Lebanon in 1986. Perhaps the militaiy aggr^on 
was aimed at boosting the popularity of Israeli Prime Minister 
Mtzhak Rabin in the fa^ of the ext re me Israeli rightist 
groups* opposition to his moves along the Palestinian track, 
said the writer. Also mr. Rabio'coiild have aimed at sending a 
clear m^sage to tfae Syrians reminding them of the Israeli 
military mi^t in a bid to pressure Damascus into accepting the 
Jewish state's conditions at the negotiating table, added the 
writer. 


The traffic situation: What police can and cannot do? 


THERE IS no doubt that tfae traffic administratioai's overaU 
performance has improved quite noticeably over the years, 
eqredally in the past decade. Its personnel have become not 
only more reliable but also more emdent, with respett to both 
tbw office and Geld tagifg In die case of a road accident, for 
example, di^ arrive on die scene speedily, assess the case 
hitelligcntiy, and exeorte the psqier work (deqiite the obvious 
need for computer^ed prft oftMng) fairly smoothly and qwek- 
ly. ^Mienever a traffic light breabi down, a poHoman shows 
up at the sight promptly and ably takes over, directing the 
bMvy flow ^ tiafGc flr^y, precisely and diligend^^. Indeed 
tfae very diaracter of the traffic policeman, wfaicb minors the 
character of the police department at large, has undergone a 
g gnifiean t change; OD the whole, he has become extrmnely 
dependable, courteous, and humane. This (ammig other 
things) we highly aiqnedate. 

Furthermore, the ala rming increase in the number of road 
aeddents throughout the Kingdom, many of which are dther 
tia giraii y fotal (w asting precioas hnman life) or annoyin^y 
damaging (oonsunung a great deal of valuable tune, effort, and 
money) ou^t not to ovei^adow the commendable woric or 
process being ma^ by the said administration. Most such 
aocraems are to be blamed more on our society, 
present-day cuitnre, and our own citizen, than on the polioe 
department. Tte we say in aQ feimess. 

Who bdt the drunken .driver himself is to blame for the 
damage he causes while drfving under the influence, of 
aloobbl? Who do we blame but & teena^-faimsetf, or his 
irresponsible parents, for ledcless driving? Ou^it not parents 
ooiake sore that th^ kids are responabte enoi^ before tl^ 
buy them a car or let them use or steal theirs? As statistics 
indicate, tfae vast majority of accidents are commitred, in 
addition to tfae two reasons jnst mentiemed, as a result of 
obnoxiousness (people are dmply rode), ignorance (or even 
total absence) of street ethics, mne^rd and disrespect for tiie 
life and property of others, foolish uDderestimation of danger, 
show off, moi^ laxness, lack tk understanding of tedinology 
and machinery (these are stfll rdatively new to our sode^ 
and of oonire traffic iZIitecacy. Witlitbeexceprcioflofcfaeiaaer, 
all are d i seases inherited frooi our social eavrronment. Let's be 
frank. 

What could ttie traffic department do? Ultimately, very 
litde. Tbe bull is first and foremost (I am argning) in the 
dtiaen's coort. We cannot have a pi rfi ce man sitt^ next to 
each and every motorist in this country watching bow be/she 
drives. My own mind is my poficeman, and so is my own 
consdencs. Isay tfaiswidialotofbittBni^ knowing that my 
society, wittingty or inadvertently, has decided to pnt.its own 
mind its own consdence in a freezer. And so naturally, 
there u^l continue to be (as an inevitable outcome to tf& 
“mindless,” “hearfless” motoring) more casnatties, more 
deatiis, more damage, more loss, and more aeddents. The 
sitoation is outrageous. Let's remember that the driver’s 
licence is ^vere on tfae bads (and it can only be given on fliis 


baas) of mechanical skill not moral competence, and let’s 
remember tiiat the written test can measure, in tfae best <rf 
dremnstanoes, raly a wwaii amoimt of traffic knowledge. This 
means that many people wbo are morally c orru pt and road 
illiterate can obt^ the licence feirly ea^y. Thb is the way It 
is. 

And yet, tbe Stth the traffic administration can do may 
make a big difierence, the di^reoce between life and death or 
tu^nness and misery, if we the traffic busmess more 
seriously and ^iy tfae cradal ra^ (flioci^ not necessarily a// 
roles) more wisely, firmly, condstendy, and rigoroudy. After 
all, does not die trafGc d^arnnent assert that among many of 
its noble aims is **the prevention of road aeddents? In other 
words, its role in this particolar respect is, thm^ admittedly 
secondaxy, quite viti^ 

Of course, die traffic administration is doing a good job 
r^ardfaig the said matter. Tte periorfic inspection of vefakles, 
especially prior to and dnring tbe winter season (albeit 
oGMu^d somewhat arbitrarily and bapriiazardly) is cnidal. 
Maity of ODT careless motorists may not care if the headli^its 
are functioning or if die handbrake is loose. Tbe annual 
inspection alro plays its share in preventing potential 
tragedies. AddrtkmaUy, I have even oome to underhand and 
appreciate the random, impromptu stopi^g of vehicles cm 
major and minor roads in and off dty limits (wfaidi used to 
anmty me tremendously) in order to check tte v^dity of the 
driver's licence.'. Tbe odier day 1 was at a police' station in 
Amman.for a total of fifteen minutes. It was night time. In 


a licenoe, and a motorist who bad in die seat next to him a gun 
for Mudi he bad no peraut. Until that night the impromptu 
stopping of vefaides did not make sense to me; now it do^. 

I am sure dial the traffic departinent is doing a lot more than 
I have mentioned. However, I wish to seize tins opportunity to 
suggest tbe fonowing two humUe points wfakfa, 1 believe, can 
improve die traffic sjtuatkm in the ooontry quite dramatwally, 
if taken saioasly into account. 

— Hie traffic jiolice need to play a more effective 
“advisory,'* “Arectumal,** and '^i n st ru ct i ve** role than they are 
doing at present The job of the periioeman is not to ti^ik or 
reprimand violators. Rather, it is first to teach and instruct 
The ima^, in die nrind of many pec^ile in oar society of a 
tiaffic potioenian is still tiiat of an antiKuity figrnv u4io is there 
to scare or pnnidi. I believe tiiat sudi an image needs to be 
dianged. We want our traffic poto to enli^ten and gnide. I 
do not (simitiy) mean that the. various police depajrtmuits 
ou^ to educate die citizen about trafGc rules. Not exac^, 
for of course tiiey are already doing this. In coordination with 
the media, they are spreading hnportant information about 
safe motoring, information whidi is undeniably essential. 

What I have in mind, however, is so mething ^t is sligfatly 
(fifierent and certainly more diffioilt to impleaient, tiioi^ih not 


impossible. The idea I am proposing is for the police to help 
tF^ate die various traffic lessons into daily practice and daily 
habits. For exaniple, if we want our drivers to respect the stop 
ago it is not enong^ to explain its meaning and to demons- 
trate in theory how to obey it. What we wish instead is for the 
motorist to practice it in his/ber actual daily trips. If after we 
praacli about die sign on the' raefio and TV we put a 
^liceman next to a stop sign to make people observe h every 
time tiiey come to it, for say a couple of months, stopping at a 
atop sign then becomes a habit. Tbe procedure fe sim[te. Let’s 
be^nmnn ^ start with a grace period in which people who 
do not stop at the sign are stopped by tbe policemm and . 
asked to go bade, come to a full stop in front .of it, then 
proceed. K we do tins long enough, tbe idea sinks in and 
becoi^ bdiaviour. I am not saying that we oo^t to have a 
policeman stand next to every stop tign. No. What I am saying 
K that we can select key stop -signs in the and hm 
polioeaien stand next to them for a qiecific period of time, 
whatever we agree is enou^. Only after we do tiiis, we emght 
to hf»g in ticketing- violators. We can do the same, either 
amultaneoasly or consecutively, with tbe rest of. the traffic 
rules. 

— With regard to traffic punitive acts, I agree 
wboldieartedly widi the traffic administration’s undeclared 
policy that. one ou^t not to punish violators all tbe. time, aid. 
riot to be too strict and 'ruthless. -There b^' to iM'a degree of 
mercy ami forghreneu. This I truly admire. It is not. a good 
idea to -fnessure motorists and be indiscrimiiute. As an>lied, 
OUT traffic laws are for the most part both beni^ and humane, 
and thb b a good idea. 

However, two points need to be stressed fame. Fiist, 
random or punbliment b a bad practice. We on^t to 

be coDsbtent in embrdiig the law. Seoindly. to go to the 
extreme and be lax witii the law b also equally objectionable. 

The best approadi to the application of the law b to 
dSstingubh between serious violations (and enforce die bw 
strictly, coRSistentiy, and uncompromisingly wifii respect to 
them) and inno cent violations (bme one can be mercfiiil and . 
for^vin^. A good polioeman can teH the difference between 
the former and the latter. For example, if tfae speed limit is 80 
tans on a spacions well-built highway and I cruise at 90 kms, 
this b not a serious violation. But if 1 am caught driving at 130 
tans , tins b re(±les5. Abo, if my car sldds on a snowy and 1 
hit the car in front of me and break a H^t, tiib b not seifoos. 
Bnt if I am drunk and crash into a car and rfamage it seriously, 

1 should be pot beltind bars. I am committing a crime. It b a 
big mistake to be for^ving with respect to serious violations (I 
know of a few cases where we have been unwbeiy merciAil 
with dmnlteD dMveis, dangerous speeders, and oowbtty 
motorists). The irony b that the poIk« are often firm where 
they ou^t to be meiuful, and vice versa. Onr streets wQl be a 
lot safer if pofaceman play^ a more visible instrucdoual role, 
and if th^ ticket dboinunately. 


By Javfef Pfrez de Cnfllar* 

THE ESTABUSHMENT of 
the World CcMbinissioa on 
Oiltare and Development b 
a re^ioose to a basic reqm^ 
meat of a comprehensive 
khid sinoe, if we do not vririi 
to go backwards into the 
tiiinl nifllenniom, we have to 
rethink development. We 
have to re tfimk the very no- 
tion of cnltore. Since it has 
never been done on a world 
scale, we most go more deep- 
ly into the links between c^ 
tore and development. 
Above afl, we must put fioF- 
ward new aidafioiis md 
tfae way to action. 

In its oi^nal sense, de- 
vdtqsment sgntfies nnf<4d- 
log, exteosioo, espanskm and 
p ro j e ct ion beyond die cycle 
of work and days. Devek^ 
ment means becomiug some- 
thing from wfaat <»e b; it 
means bec onur ^. what one 
actnaliy b. In other words, 
devriopment c ann ot be re- 
duced just to an increase in 
material resources. More 
tiian ever, it needs more erf 
the sool. Quite desly, for 
those wbo have oothmg, the 
prune objective b stfil to have 
more, but for e veryone the 
aim b bencefortii to live bet- 
ter and to live better 
together. We iinist tfa m kb re 
opt for qnality. We must pin 
our hopes on riiaiing and 


A Marshall plan for culture, development 

JohiQy cstablislied by UNESCO and tfae United Natums at tfae end of 1992, the World Conumsslon 
on Cnltore and De¥dopment or tfae P£rez de CoHlar CommissHm -r- named after its chainnan, -die 
former U,N. secretary-general — is an ind^rtident body composed of leadii^ figarcs^ indiidii^ 
femr Nobel Prize winners and a former head of state. The mission is to prepare (he first world r^ort 
ever dedicated to the links between cnltnre and develo^nent. Three meetings were already hdd by 
the fo mmissinn to that end: the first one in Paris, fiie seern^ in Stockholm (Sweden) and the most 
recent one in San Jos^ (Costa Rica), where its membons studied the preliminary draft onfline of the 
report. ThK undertaking has alresidy drawn strong support from the international commonify. In 
the artide that ftdlows, Javira* P£rez de CnSlar describes his viskm frf’ the links brtwem cuHnre and 
devetopment. 
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I think that tiie intematioo- 
al conmnmity should set itself 
a common aim, namdy, as 
tfae 21st ce n t ni y ap p roaiefaes, 
to tauDcfa a world initiative 
Cor sostainaMe ccDwtii, winch 
could be finnty est a b lM ied 
only on the ban of Mijowj 
dewelopiaent 

Wlqr not devise a kind of 
manhaO plan on a worldwide 
scale for culture and devdop- 
ment? Tbe means emst for 
sadi dec i sions to be taken. 
Nficfael Camdessus, director- 
general of the Interoatumal 
Monetary Fund (IMF) listed 
them at tiie Rk> Summit. 
They call for a reduction in 
onprodnetive expendhnre, 
particolariy milita^ expent^ 
tore, in an countries; for a 
searrii for optimisation in 
pubHc e:q>enditiire; for the 
implementatioo of new (mio- 
ing policies that will t^ 
aooount of non-econoinic, en- 
vironmental and cultural 
costs; for tfae introduction of 
new fiscal policies, and for 
tbe negotiation of new com- 
mercial policies; for the 
allocation of greater re- 
sources to human and cultu- 
ral development, thus to 
education, bnt alro to cul- 
ture; for an increased official 
development assistance and a 
better' allocation of such 
assistance. 

The time has surely oome 
when all those industrialised 
countries that provide official 
development assistance and 
tiiat have neither exc e ed e d 
nor achieved the objective 
jointly set by tfae internation- 
al Gonununity of giving 0.7 
per cent of tfa'eir gross nation- 
al product (GDP) for iatenia- 









tiooal soGdarity, should at 
last do so. 

Gootatii^ indigeiice and 
poverty b, of course, ^ first 
priority. The Human De- 
velopment Report. pnbUsbed 
by tbt United Nations De- 
velopment Programme 
(UND^, stresses tiut almost 
83 per cent of tfae world's 
mcome b today in tbe hands 
of tbe 20 per cent of the 
wealthiest populatim. For 
tiie 20 per cent of tte poorest 
population, tiiere remains 1.4 
per cent of tbe wmfo's in- 
oome. In tbe 1960s, the share 
of the ridiest population was 
70 per cent and that of the 
poorest 2.3 per cent. An 
abyss of thb kind cannot be 
filled, and the exclusion 
which, in North and South 
alike, b dividing oor societies 
into two cannot be overcome 
just by injecting c^tal, in- 
frastructure, technology or 
ejqiertise. Ready-made, turn- 
key hannness has been a 
failnre. Today, less than 10 
per cent of the world's 
population plays a full part in 
political, economic, soda! 
and cultural life. 

Our commission must 
therefore set itself three 
aims, dosely connected with 
eadi other. These arc to 
promote new patterns of de- 
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vdopment linked with new 
cnltmal polides; to promote 
cnltnral diversity; and to 
promote a new cnltnral dyna- 
mic for social efaanro. We are 
convinced that far from being 
a mere legacy, culture, today 
under thimit, b tbe only hori- 
zon Chat we have in common. 
We can no kmger ignore it: 
OUT patterns of deydoimient 
based on the contfamons cx- 
panskm of material consninp- 
tk» are neither viable nor 
infinitely extensible. They 
not only tear the fabric of 
cultures but they threaten tbe 
biosphere and bence tbe sur- ' 
viva! of humanity. 

The transition to sustain- 
able development im^riies a 
radical change in the styles of 
development in North and 
South alike. It cannot suc- 
ceed unless new patterns of 
development and new cultu- 
ral policies come to the fore 
that follow plural trajector- 
ies, do not endanger bi<^ 
diversity, are rooted in cultu- 
ral diversity and are based on 
the achievements of sdenoe 
and modem technology. In 
future, development patterns 
must therefore be focused on 
people and foster tiie de- 
velopment of cultural values 
instead of harming them. 
Where both the natural and 


the cultnral enviromnents are 
concerned, the problem to- 
day b not so oindi one of 
es^ibhing control as ^ set- 
ting limits to it. 

The conclusion of a 
genuine social and moral con- 
tract and even of tbe “natural 
contract” ontlined at Rio 
calls for a new pact among 
human beings — a cultural 
contract. If we really want to 
prqaare for tfae 21st century, 
if we want to give a chance to 
tbe kind of sustainable hu- 
man development based on 
solidarity to whkfa 1 have 
referred, we shall have to 
change our behaviour radi- 
caUy, and change it soon. We 
are going to have to recr ea te 
a cmnnion fund of shared 
values, with due regard for 
our separate identitia. 

Some will say that this b a 
pipe^dream. My answer to 
thk is that the most impor- 
tant social and historical 
transfonnation of our time, 
along with decolonisation, 
has undoubtedly been the 
change in the situation 
women and their role in soci- 
ety. Nevertheless, thb cultu- 
ral revolutioo, which b no- 
where near completion, was 
not in tbe manifestos of any 
of the pditkal parties: It has 
forced itself upon them. Thb 


upheaval has come about col- 
Jectively, anonymously and in 
the cooTK of everday life. It 
has been and will be brought 
about ^ women themselves, 
■and thb b also true of the 
curreot demographic tranri- 
tion. 

The cards of the 2lst cen- 
tury are being shuffled before 
our e^. Suffice it to men- 
tion ue sdentific and tech- 
nolopcal revolution, the 
imption of the worldwide 
communication society, the 
^obaibation of tbe economy, 
tiie political upheavab and 
tbe cross cunents of global 
mtegration and national dis- 
int^ration. Our universe b 
frao^t with perib and uncer- 
tainties, and yet rich in new 
potential. 

The technologicaj and eco- 
nomic revolution is thus chal- 
lenging one of the corner- 
stones of industrial society 

labour. The massive use of 
information technologies and 
the rise in productivity that 
are features of contemporary 
societies foreshadow unpre- 
cedented upheavab, w&h 
call for a radical review of 
traditional development, 
cultural, educational and 
tr^ng policies. The econo- 
mic growth without creation 
of jobs, an universal phe- 


Dommxm whidi was iiodei- ‘ 
fined by tbe UNDP, repr^ i 
seats one of its most worn- - 
some aspects. Started abont ' | 
20 yeara ago and expanding • 
ever sinoe, it does not affect . 
only the North, but abo the , { 
So^, wludi b dready hard- ^ 
ty Idt by catearal ext^on, 
dualism, unenqdo^&ent and 
marginalisatKMi. 

At a time erf increasingly 
acQte intercoltiiral conflicts 
and expandii^ pi^tica! free- , 
■doms. peace and democra<ty jf 
consmnte another glob^ 
challenTC. ' The culture of 
peace, democracy and boman' 
rigjhts constitates an entity 
tiiat is deariy indivisible, jnst 
fake dvil and politicai rigfats 
and economic, sodal and 
cultural limits. The reason 
vrttydemoCTacyb becoming a 1. 
oenoal issue today is that ^ 
only through democratic dia- ^ 
logM can original and varied 
combinations come abont be- ^ ^ 
tween modernity and cal- 9? 
tures, cuiminatiog in new d^ UQ 
velopment mod^ and new . 
cultural policies. To achieve un 
thb, we most pod, and abo ^ 
reappropriate, the wide ^ 
rao^ of cultural experiences 
and itineraries through <q>en U; 
political debate. For cuitnre ,j. 
b also a way of enaUuig 
evetyone to make a pexsouri ^ \ 
choice, to reject any form of 
subservience, and to prefer - 
reflection to reflexes. 

A bridge must be buQt ^ 
between the visionary and 
the decision-maker, between 
seeing and fotesedog, be- 
faveen creators and ecotuxn- m 
bts. This will enable ns to lay ^ 
tiie foundations of an agen da 
for culture and development^^ 
that will be complementary 
to the Agenda 21, adopted in 
Rio. Such an agenda, in- 
duded in our report, will 
comprise not only tiie con- 
Crete programmatic and a oE. 
practical plan of action pro- l 
vided for in our mandate, bat pn 
also reform proposab and re- . 
commendations on arrange- .rS 
ments for foliow-up, finano- ““ 
ing and implementation. 

To thb purpose, our oom- 
mission hu assodat^ with 
its woiic, in a logic of dia- 
logu e, all the parties con- 
cerned: leading figures, crea- 
tive artists, intellectuab, de- 
velopment experts. It needs, 
however, the support of all, 'JB 
since its work b financed — - ^ 
like the work of the Bnmdt- .je 
«**d, Brandt or the Soutfa '^s 
Commissions — by vohintazy 
financial contributions. 

As Andr6 Malraux said, 
the world of culture “b not 
one of immortality; it b ohe • 
tf metamorphosb.” Far from 
being an obstacle to mod- U 
ernisation, culture b the key 
to devdopmem and its hori- ^ 

— since development en- ^ 
compasses all tbe wealth of 
human experience. Emerson ^ 
once &aid: “Hitch your wagon ^ 
to a star". ^ fi 


The writer is former 
sccreia^general and 
deni of tbe World Cbi 
Sion on Culture and Dei 
mem. 
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Autobiography Of A Young Film 
Critic — a rich material foranalysta 
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By iWAftwHmiirf Mmyfimriqm 

poWcsicef book eatiUed Autobiography of 
W A roo^ Film Critk is apected to m]gger a 
wido-scaU controversy writbin the literary and anistie 
cofoaiunity in Jordan, as welt as among historians and 
soaolog^. The booi. by Hisssan Abu Ghanisneb, is a 
mature of atnobfogntphy blended with eontemporarv 
literature. 

Cntks might <£ffer over the aivstic and sdentific 
value of the book and die way it tells events and 
portrays ebanaers and haaaJ personalities. The book 
could be considered as a record of the memones of 
Jordan's urban society wd the elements that bad their 
impact on Jordan's social, cultural, political and artistic 
life. 

^ Through thh daring approach, Abu Ghanimeb, a long 
time film cntic and editor of AI Ra’i Arabic daily's arts 
pege, could become model for other Jordanian intellec- 
tuals to encmirage them in turn to write their own 
autobiogr^Jiies horn a ailtural and social perspec- 
tive. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


This is oat way that enables writers and researchers to 
delve into and {Resent a descripbon of the development 
of the conteaiporary Jordanian society and its ‘future 
prospects. 

So far Jordan's modern history has only been re- 
corded within the framework of ploliticaJ Avelopments 
that revolved around the founding of the Emirate, and 
later the Kingdom, of Jordan or the framework of the 
antbropologi^ study of the "mkro-sodety” in tbe 
country. 

The “elite dvsc sodety" of Jordan enjoyed recogni- 
tion only in tbe hgbt of tbe services offered to tbe pe^e 
and state by its jmminent members. But the majority of 
tbe dvic society has no recorded Aistofy, probab/y for 
political reasons, or because it bad been opposed to the 
regime. 

On the other hand, tbe bedouin socae^ and its 
tradrbofls and mstnms have been tbe subject ofanthro- 
poIo^sJ research on tbe part ofscbolarspsodologjsts or 
folktore en^usiasts. As to the Palestiman social sectors 
within the Jordanian society, they have acquired tbe 
attentKMi of Palestinian intellectuals whose main study 
cenffed around tbe ^lestiniaa people's scrug^e for 
survival and for safegaardiog their nattonal khntity. 



Haasmn JUtu CfaaainMfc : 

As to the other sectors which are also components of 
the Jordanian sodety, like the Syrians and Ibe Circas- 
sians, they ivere mexirionec/ in Jordan 's sodal history as 
mere cultural or folkloric elements or symbols of 
tradesmen or artisans. 

la bis book, Abu Ghanimeb presented an image of 
the dvic life in northero Jordan dting AI Tal and Abu 
Ghanimeb families as examples, pointing out tbe 
different services provided by members of these two 
families to tbe state at the political, cultural and 
administrative levels and also as educators over a long 
period of time dating back to the earirer years of tbe 
present oentuiy. 

Abu Ghanimeb projects the role of his own family in 
tbe “Irbid ^vemmenr'* led byAli Khalqi Ali Sbaraireh 
before Prince Abdullah’s arrival in Afaan (in southern 
Jordan). 


Tbe book details in particular tbe period ffom 1952-65 
— a period most affected by tbe political and ideoh^cal 
ideas that have had their impact on the mitkHe in 
the counrjy'. 

Abu Cbanimeh was keen on pinpointing the struggle 
and the controversy that was rife within tbe dans whose 
members were divided over tbezr support for Egyptian 
leader Jamal Abdul Nasser or their backing for King 
Hussein or King Saud. 

Tbe writer has also depicted inter-pt^itical parties’ 
straggles, thus summing up tbe history' of the political 
ideologies in Jordan. He writes about bis admirsdon of 
King ilussein and the Hashemite family in general and 
bis opposition to rota/jeanan refines. 

The writer's deep convictions seem to have been 
influenced by publications and booAs the United States 
Information C^nire offered as gifts to AI Unibab Sdiool 
which the writer's father had founded in Irbid in cbe 
earlier years of the 1940s. 

In a pn'vare interview, Abu Cbanimeh ttenied that tbe 
15 or more years he had spent in Syria and Lebanon 
represenred his own versk>n of political oppositioa or 
political pardsan afSUations. He says he spent these 
years researebio^ work in tbe Palestinian media and 
dnema or Lebanese and Syrian press as a free progres- 
sive inte/lecrua/ opposed to “imperialism" and its 
culture. t 

In his book. Aba Ghanimeb depicts also tbe sodal 
developments in Irbid as well as inter-marriages be- 
tween people of Irbid and Syrian and Palestinian 
families, noting that local sodety was deeply iniluefio^ 
by Syrian culture and was deeply affected by or linked to 
the Palestinians and tbe Palestine issue. 

The reader of this book becomes aware of the sodal 
openness in tbe Irbid sodety in tbe 1950s and tbe 1960s 
and the sodal tolerance and openminderbiess among tbe 
local communities. Tbe book presents a pkture of tbe 
co-existence among tbe various ethnic and religious 
groups. 

But after 1965, the same sodety regrettably becomes 
rather conservative and far less tolaant. 

Abu Ghanimeb was careful to monitor tbe status of 
women in socie^ at that time, noting that women used 

to serve as teachers or workers going out wftb no bead 
cover and sometimes sleeveless to attend sodal hme- 
tiODS or to go to the movies wbkb offered two-day-a- 
week shows solely for women. 








72ie wnter also deyncts tbe life of domestic maids 
who, be says, were not isolated from tbe rest of the 
famify as the situation is today, but acting as assistants to 
tbe housewives, living like other members of tbe family, 
and remaining there until they got married. 

The writer also describes the condition of schools — 
both boys' schools and 0i1s’ schools — noting that 
traditimts stiU did not tolerate co-education at the time. 

lodleed, tbe book dejricts life in a Jordanian dty as a 
Irving ceB with its people, donning their tradrtioaal 
outSts, costumes arid ^anneots, tbeir children at play 
and tbe local community open to and influenced by the 
various cultural and political trends. 

Tbe book can ri^thiUy be described as a genuine 
attempt towards departure from the traditional wridc^ 
albeit rather journalistic in style and not delving de^ 
into tbe psychology of the dvic sodety. The book could 
appear to some readers as a record of dans and the Abu 
ubaninieb and Tal funily members and their sodal 
distioctions. 

On tbe whole tbe book offers tbe sodal and cultural 
researcher a ridi material for analysis. 


Stronger British drug 
law faces many critics 


Harassment ease delivers telling 
blow to male office ribaldry 


By Paul Harris 
Reuter 

LONDON — Sixties rod: 
stars were renowned for 
smoking it. American Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton tried it and 
famously didn't inhale. But 
a new British drug law aims 
to crack down on the icon of 
hippy culture — cannabis. 

An amendment to the cri- 
minal justice bill, currently 
before parliament and ex- 
pected to become law in 
July, will increase the max- 
imum tine for possessine 
the drug to £2,500 ($3, 700). 
The fivefold rise is the first 
for 17 years. 

But the move against can- 
nabis use bas met unex- 
pected opposition from 
pqli^ ana magistrates, who 
will implement it. 

“We don't think it will be 
particularly effective. There 
is a danger it could lead to 
crime as users may 
commit crimes to pay for 
their fines, '' said Fran Ed- 
wards, spokeswoman for 
the Police Federation, 
which represents police in 
England and Wales. 

wcreasingly British 
police have simply 


cautioned people possessing 
small amounts ot drugs for 
personal use. In 1992, 51 
per cent of drup offences 
were dealt with in this way, 
compared with two percent 
in 19S3 and the trend has 
been towards lenience. 

Guidelines to magistrates 
suggest a tine of£lSu ($270) 
for possession against a pre- 
sent maximum of tSOO 
($750). Rosemary Thom- 
son. chaiiM'oman of the 
Magistrates' Association, is 
dismissive of higher tines. 

“It's utter rutibish, so far 
out of synch with the 
serioasne^ of the offence, ” 
she said. 

“It is not on our agenda, “ 
said Ms. Thomson when 
asked if the new law would 
cause Maeistrates' Associa- 
tion Guidelines on Fines ro 
go up. 

The attitude of the magis- 
trates and police may make 
the increased tines point- 
less. Police will still caution 
most cases and magistrates 
will keep their ol3 guide- 
lines. 

Ironically the drive to dis- 
courage the use of cannabis 
has insreadopened a debate 
about its legalisation. 


Mike Goodman, director 
' of the drugs welfare charity 
re/ease, said it had done 
people who want to legalise 
cannabis “a real favour". 

“Most people involved in 
the tield find cannabis non- 
problematic. It gets a clean 
hill of health compared to 
heavier drugs," he added. 

Not everyone agrees. 
Con.servative Member of 
Parliament Tim Rathbone. 
chairman of a Parliamen- 
tary Committee on Drug 
Abuse, told Reuters: “It Is 
very dangerous for the peo- 
ple’ who use it. It can dam- 
age their brains and their 
Indies. " 

Cannabis is the most 
commonly used illegal drug 
in Britain. A recent survey 
said that nearly a third of 14 
and 15 year-olds had used 
it. Some experts call for the 
complete legalisation of all 
illicit substances. 

Richard Stevenson, an 
economist at Liverpool 
University, wrote a paper 
called “dinning the war on 
drugs — to legalise or not?" 
for the Institute of Econo- 
mic Affairs, a right-wing 
think tank. 

Mr. Sfevensoij believes 


that all drugs should be 
legalised, marketed and 
regulated so that they can 
be controlled. 

“1 am prepared to argue 
that drugs should be as legal 
as beer. They could be 
availabe from chemists 
clearly labelled and unques- 
tionably with a government 
health warning," he said. 

But easy availability 
could increase the number 
of users. The idea of buying 
heroin as easily as a bottle 
of wine angers Mr. Rath- 
bone. He said that society’s 
experience of alayhol abuse 
did not recommend making 
heroin equally obtainable. 

“Ready availability has 
already made alcolwl'by far 
the greatest drug threat. 
More crimes are commit- 
ted, more families are split 
and more work days lost 
through alcohol, " he said. 

Mr. Rathbone 's views are 
shared by Steven Green, 
chairman of tbe Conserva- 
tive Family Campaign, a 
Christian lobbying group. 

Mr. Green does not see 
cannabis as harmless and 
believes users will move on 
to “harder" drugs like he- 
roin and crack-cocainc. 


By Mariam ba 
Reuter 

LONDON — TTie depar- 
ture of three foreign ex- 
change dealers tix>m the 
U.S. investment bank 
Goldman Sadis for alleged 
harassmeat of a secretaiy 
shocked London *s con- 
servative tinandal district 
and reneived the debate 
over sexism. 

Goldman Sachs — known 
for its policy of non-sexist 
staff conduct — said tbe 
three men, each reported to 
earn up to £1 million ($1.5 
million) a year, resigned. 

Heat^ newspaper reports 
quoted insiders as saying 
they were forced out after 
hounding a secretary for sex 
in response to her innocent 
request about how to seek 
promotion. 

Until the story broke in 
late April, action to punish 
sexual harassment or disen- 
mination in the high-flying 
square mile known as tbe 
“city” — Britain's main 
tinandal centre — was vir- 
tually unknown. 

Female traders ' are still 
rare and within the genera/ 
ribaldry that basbecome the 


city's trademark, jecruits 
must routinely shrug off re- 
marks such as “get your tits 
out" or ‘*get your knickers 
(panties) off" ffom male 
colleagues who have been 
drinking. 

Men in packed dealing 
rooms gfeefulty scan soft 
pom magazines durii^ cof- 
fee breaks and whistle like 
workers on'a buiiding site if 
an attractive woman walks 
by. 

Many British women who 
have flourished in this 
rougb environment believe 
the barriers are not insur- 
mountable. A woman most 
“give as good as you get" to 
survive and the onus for 
efaange is on her shoulders, 
they say. 

“When I started eight 
years ^go I think tbe main 
nssoD I was eqiloyed ms teems I 
was a wmaa aad not aaattrac- 
tive — J make no bones 
about that, " said a woman 
who beads a A>reign ex- 
change desk at a big Euro- 
pean bank in London. 

Tbe bank initially wanted 
an attractive woman on its 
corporate team to woo cus- 
tomers but as time went on 
it realised she was capable 


of far more and became 
more open about employing 
women, she said. Otiseis 
agree. 

“In tbe 19&)s it was much 
more difficult — for a 
woman to get to tbe top she 
bad to be a hell of a lot 
br^ter than her average 
male counterpart," said 
Rhona O'Connell, a metals 
analyst at stockbrokers T. 
Hoare and Company. 

“Bat in the 90s my ^ling 
is that most men probably 
recognise a bright woman as 
being a potentially decent 
manager." 

Most agree that aggyes- 
skm is important for both 
men and women in tbe 
foenetic, unforgiving world 
which became even more 
compeddve affer deregula- 
tion in 1986 transfom^ it 
from a more dodh domain 
largely peopled by old boys 
from Britain’s privileged 
public seboo/s. 

Women have infiltrated 
along with hard-nosed, 
more street-wise newcom- 
ers but are still concen- 
trated in less stressful areas 
sueb as analysis or corpo- 
rate relations. 

On tbe dealing desks. 


frustrated traders pick on 
any weakness spotted in re- 
cruits. Women are often at 
a disadvantage because 
many are less prone to 
swear or explode in anger 
and take it personally when 
it happens to them, female 
traders say. 

“You need to be a par- 
ticular kind of person to 
survive in spot desk rradu^ 
— you have to tight your 
own battles and come back 
with as good as you get ff 
the dealers are bising e^pe- 
daliy rude, crude or otrno- 
xhus, *' said the female ex- 
chapge dealer. 

Horror stories are jBenty 
but the women who have 
stood tbe test believe that 
underneath the all too brus- 
que exterior, they do have 
the respect of tbeir male 
colleagues. 

Sexual banter should be 
Ignored or shrugged off aad 
aJtbou^ tbe more demo- 
^tic mduence of Amer- 
ican banks was welcomed, 
some women said tbe issue, 
of what constitutes sexual 
harassment should not be 
taken as far as it is in tbe 
Unitad^ States. 




Ancient wrecks inspire bunt for sunken treasure 


By Valerie Lee 
Reuter 

KAMPONG BALIK 
BATU, Malaysia — A 
stodtbroker tamed treasure 
hunter is convinced tbe 
Straits of Malacca off 
Malaysia is a murky 
graveyard for dozens of 
treasure4aden shipwrecks. 

“There axe a number of 
wrecks in this area,** said 
Dorian BaU in this village 
50 kUometres tiom tbe west 
Malaysian town of Malacca. 

“I think for every ntile of 

coastiine in Malaysia tbere*s 
a wreck," said Mr. Bail, a 
Briton wbo beads Malaysia 
Sistorical Salvors SDN 
BHD, spedaliring in salvag- 
ing sunken treasure. 

He isn't alone in b.'s be- 


lief. 

Malaysian authorities re- 
cently detained an unreg- 
istered crawler for illegally 
salvaging porcelain ware 
from an 18th-century Dutch 
galleon, which sank off die 
H«sr coast town of Port 
Dickson. 

Marine police seized 
fflctfc of china and porcelain 
aboard tbe trawler and 
arrested 12 men caught di- 
ving ar the site. 

Local press n^its said 
tbe trawler was danced by 
wealthy businessmen from 
Malaysia, Singapore and In- 
donesia. 

•Mr. Ball's comply, the 
first officially hired by 
Malaysia’s government to 
salvage a sbipwreck, has 
also uncovered antique 


porcelain and china, bat in 
far larger amounts. 

It has retrieved four ton- 
nes offing dynasty porce- 
lain over the past four 
weeks, local media reports 
said. 

Mr. Ball said documents 
unearthed by the salvage 
firm from library work 
showed the merchant ves- 
sel, Diana, Ibundered on 
tbe rodcs off the Malaccan 
coastline in 1827. 

“Apparently the ship’s 
captain was sick and went 
ashore, presumably to see a 
doctor," Mr. Ball said. 
“She sailed off in the even- 
ing and the history books 
show that she hit a rock out 
there in the dark because 
the first mate was steering 
the vessel.'’ 

Mr. BaU, who has been 


told by Malaysian author- 
ities not to release oper- 
ational details about tbe sal- 
vage work, said tbe three- 
masted vessel was beaded 
for Calcutta loaded with 
cotton, silk, tea and porce- 
lain bom Macau. 

“Most of the cargo has 
rotted away and only the 
porcelain is left," Mr. BaU 
said at the recovery site in 
Tanjong Bidara. 

“There’s very little left of 
the ship itself. It isn't like in 
the movies where you see 
the shipwreck intact. This is 
about the biggest piece of 
the ship there is , " be said, 
picking up a block of dark, 
rotted wood about two feet 
(60 cm) »n length. 

Members of his team of 
12 foreign divers take turns 
being lowered in a metal 


cage 30 metres (100 ft) to 
Diana's wreck. 

Tbe team dives for nine 
hours a day, barrling a 
strong undertow and visibil- 
ity limited to an arm’s 
length. 

Tbe operation bas to be 
complete by the end of 
May when M oil tankers 
will call at a nearby jetty 
belon^g to national oil 
company Petroaas. There 
are foars the tankers coaid 
drop their 30-tonne anchors 
on tbe divers or tbe treasure 
they are trying to salvage. 

Mr. Ball would not put a 
value' on tbe porcelain 
already recovered by his 
crew. But Malacca Cb/ef 
Minister Abdul Rahim 
Tamby rhik said Diana 
wreck was tbe Ingest tind 
in the region since tbe 19^ 


(Uscovery of the Dutch ship 
Celdermalsen, which 
yielded tbe famous NankiDg 
cargo. 

The Mankif^ find yielded 
an estimated $15 million 
tiom an auction by Christies 
in Amsterdam. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said 
the items on the Diana were 
of high quaUty and ato 
Ukely to fetch gpod prices at 
an auction. 

“Tbe fact that tbe trea- 
sures are being salvaged 
legally, attracting worl- 
dwide attention, would cre- 
ate better demand for tbe 
items,” Mr. Abdul Rahim 
told the New Straits Times 
new^per.^ 

He said there were at 
least a dozen ships buried in 
the wateis off Malacca. 


Malayrian federal author- 
ities have not said what wiU 
happen to the recovered 
treasure but tbe govem- 
ment wUI reportedly get 30 
per cent of the proceeds of 
any auction. 

Abdul Aziz Mobaaunad, 
wim heads a national com- 
mittee dealing whh the sal- 
vage of old wredcs, said 
Malayria is new to salv;^ 
operations and is **look^ 
at (guidelines) covering the 
whole gamut of operations. 

“We are making a study 
of tbe guideUnes produced 
by other countries as we do 
not have such rfamiipd 
aspects here." 

IMr.Abddl Aziz said tbe 
govemmenr has issued U- 
cenoes to four companies to 
salvage wrecks in tbe coun- 
tty's waters. 


Portuguese naus, Bnrikb 
schooners, Khmer tntUag 
ships, Japanese warshS 

and' even submarines me 

reported to He on the bot- 
tom of the Malacca Straits 
— i±e key ^ 

bnlang tbe Indian Ocean 
and the South Chin^ 

^ysia, togeOer with 
badonesia. bas set up a coau 
mrftee to salvage an^^ 
ffom tbe Fk>r& u ^ 

famed Alfonso d'AU^^ 
que which sank in 
strife off 

TbeFhr De la biar » 
Kputed to have carried biL 
hons worth in goM 
and anifect!, 
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Jssas-^^Ntdo Elias 

When deaUng niih silvani£d tsi±Doiogy people have 
Use oDderstaadabie bst uafOiiunate teadeacy to lose 
touch with siznpfe, pnzstii^ solutioiK. The more tec^ 
noiogy gets saphhxn^iedr ih^i more'Jt obscures basic, 
eleiaeataty methods. 

The number of taskS cne can now^peiftmn uang a 
pezsonaj comDuter (PC) has grvwn to make a virtually 
limitless Ust~ A very impoitanH-;aspect however of 
maldpg good use of PCs is that certaiD 

applications are not worth doing ^tb a PC unless the 
machine is always po'^jsd os,.' ready to respond 
immediately. . ^ 

One should start by oseis, correcting a 

commonly found, gross miscpacepUon. Leaving a PC on 
for twelve hours for instant is cert^dy better for its 
**kealth ” than switching it oB’and eff every few nudutes. 


chip talk 



j.. condnuous work. 


order to reach the rerridred operatiiig /eve/, down from 
coiS.Oieie rest. Once drey do, ^e eoaaplete system stays 
at a cTjising speed t&al does n^ippt Mo mt^ stress on 
it. ActusUv it is nc: mudi diSereht fiom most machin- 
ery: cars, aircreft, fzt^ory isacl^es, etc. 

In ihe c^cs, peo^fe have siadeit a habit to /save PCh 
on 3il day long, realising &a? fiis aiore convenient 
thrn cDssjtaat swiicsisg on as^ oS.^Horne users are still 
more rel'jctsnt to co so. Pshiy M save energy, reduce 
the machiae's weer azd msr, add fortfy tecause they 
see ;T.c real need for that. I •, I, 

Some sppllcathns. La pthyr selects very usetiti, are 
ignored because their ev^maH iiseis pad them too 


telephone directory for instance. Almost everybo^ 
maintains a manuaily v/rittea jAoae book at borne widt 
the names, numbers znd somethoe addresses of r^a- 
tives and friends. 

A PC based phone , book is a very basic saRwrare, 
widely available, inenpsnSive easy to use. It keeps 


all records handy, tidy, sorted by alphabetical order. 
Additions, deletions are easily made and of course, 
search is instant. Should one need it, the PC wW also 
print a bard copy of tbe f^ne book. Yet, if one had to 
switch the coaster on, wait fertile operating system to 
boot (be leatfy), load the pbone book progranune and 
then use it, eadi time one bad to look up a number, then 
I fully agree that the manual system would be incompa- 
rably more practical. Jbe secret therefore is in kee^g 
the jnaefaioe always on, ready to re^iond. 

Other iu>me applications tike answering telephone 
rafi g and monitoring central beating or air-conditioning 
require constantfy available computers. 

A/tbougb modem personal computers are extremely 
reliable and beavy^uty, they are not designed to woii: 
24 boms a day, Ime some profss^nal banking sysmms 
tiiat are never shut off. At best they can sustain 10 to 24 
boms of continuous work. This still means that yoo can 
switch your PC on at 8 in the mrxoing and off at lOat 
n igh ty which leaves you with a very sufBcient margin of 
ap^catioa. 

The new, “green” PCh tiiat have been launched this 
year, go even iurtoer. if not used tor a few minutes, they 
aatomaticaffy go back to what is called a s/eepiqg mode 
in wfaicb they work at a reduced level. They cot^ume 
less eoagy wluh still being switched <m, ready to 
instantfy resume work when asked to, without tbe need 
to re-boot. Not only electrical energy is saved but wear 
and tear is abo drastmatiy reduced. Theoretically, such 
PCs could be left on 24 hoars a day. 

It won’t be long before PCs at home, just like 
reffigeratois and telephone systems, become per- 
maneatiy powered on, ready to respond to our n^ds. 


THE LIGHTER SIDE 


'j . ■,, 

THE NA^^^^UAH 

Once you check the mmie of Allah in the world 
Sasgiisges, you wouSc' Sod Shat name omisists of 
FOUK Setiess. . ■ 

Let's cercorjiTils :^ta ESXse of Creator in these 


isc^gss: 
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COi^r^fO:^ .^/ifSASES 


Icsgyou. Aijook, 

1 bsseech you. Atn*^sssi ^ayk/daykem. 

1 conjure you. Oa^sS^!&/(^as^dekom 

fjsg your mercy. ' AstarfalBMicoai. 

Jf^ay I crave youz /sdaige^ci? • .• ■ 

ACcx-pss^, aa tatasahaho. 
?/Ie 7 Issk you a quessha?'': wtaiaaab ke besa*aat? 
.Allow ir^ to say s Vt&^ to f^u. • 

See ^ Sskoolh hfcmn kalata. 
Allow irx to SBseke. ^ ItBKdioehemioddkhn. 

"'•^SlyxiudoirreafEvcarniiendBie tea diaars? 

■j BBS ssansoof wd isk/ftaf ashrat daaaaeer? 
Have tbe kisdsass Ap lendmeyouTpen. 

wa n%ni kafainak. 

i-f kind enough to ^-ve ri:e a ^ass of water. 

'pshmrese &a*sab m&uf’maa. 

‘ rssret to disturb you, . Saaies8ine*a*aai&am. 

ri' ir iS: ^^f 


^MPLES 

,‘i ■••c.-nsr: ssid so an cmsHoc at a liserary gathering: 
’‘I've been making my sftte acte ,over yoiir latest 

* * *■ 

TIieaL’thorwasdsUghsed: ^b,realfy,”hesaid, “did 
ysc f.nd it very emtsing^' • 

"Ao. " she repUed. is I took it to bed and 

feii asleep on top of it. ” 


ir ^ Tk "A 'A’ 


A. London secretarw plscm§ cats in new bomes 
di?stY:V-*es to would-he adopters tbe animals" poten- 

One is: “Wilting: id do J^bt mouseworkf" 

ji- ^ A st. A- 

.4 fittlc sL'l had been repfimhndedby her teacher for 
i'n hcT lisir and m^essi But she had spirit. 
‘■:V/y r-.ummy says, " she rsphed, ‘ iti not what 1 look 
like that matters, it's wi'^t / 


ir A lady got on a bus wirb seven children. The 
conductor asked: 

“Are these all yours? Or is it a picnic?" 

‘*They'rc all miae,** came tbe reply."* **And it's no 
picnic.” 

A- -A A- A' 

A Little gir/ waicfaing TV wrestling: **Jast look at those 
two men Siting in Cbeir play-pen. '* 


BANK OF KNOWUWGE 

(1) To what sdeaces do tbe folhwing terms belong? 

— Isobars 
— Oo&dKKcpha/ic 
— Oedipus complex 
— Titration 
— Exogamy 

A A A A A 

(2) Who painted these pit^urss? 

— Steam And Speed 
— Hope 

— The Last Of England 
— ?7ie Bath Of Fsyebe 

iV jS- iS' iS' 

(3) If a moakey is playmg with tbe letters of the word 
‘even*, what are tbe chances of its arranging them in 
tbe proper order at the fitst attempt? 

A A A A A 


STRANGE CimOMS & TRADITIONS 

^psies have no ^lecifk religion as they adopt the 
retina of the country in whidi they live tbou^ it is 
natural that they believe in some inherited myths 
coming down from their ancestors. 

Among tireir marriage customs rake, for instance, 
the Trar^vaatian gypsy giri who throws a dish under 
the toet other Satilcf in the presence of the judge. 
Then die herself collects tbe broken pieces and 
carefully preserves them because it is thought that in 
case they bad been lost or damaged, tbe bond of 
marriage would have immediately ait off. 

In Spain the gypsy men themselves choose the 
busbaridis tor their ^ugbters and the girl has no 
ri^t to reject tbe dioice at all. The coufde also are 
not allowed to meet each other before marriage. 

A A A A A 


PUZZLES 

(A) DIVIDING THE DIAGRAM 

Divide the diagram into tour sections of equal size and 
shape, so that each contains a set of four identical 
symbols. 

(Bf LADIES. PLEASE! 

If a feauniae first name is substituted for each dash 
below, a common English word can be made in each 
case. 


By EL VsgSaS 

I always Jove al eid, though it involves a lot of work. It 
seems that the whole world is adorned tor tbe festivities 
as childrea dressed in nifties, ribbons, bow ties and 
patent leather shoes am^egate around the parks and 
swings to celebrate in their own way those delicts they 
relish. On the holklay eve, last minute shoppers bustle 
to and ffo with buoctfes purchased ffom shops open al! 
n^t. And some last minute customers stop by the 
neighbourhood cafeteria to get some soda or ice cream 
and rest for a while tmpark benches nearby. 

By seven a.m. on the first eid day, my bouse was to/i 
of vzsrtors and I, awake since five in tiie morning had the 
hot sugarless Arab coffee ready to serve. My three-at- 
hoine sons ^pent the last few minutes before tbe guests 
arrived gjarii^ threatening at each other in remembr- 
ance of their tripartite war that occurred the night 
before. Affcr nearly pulling out what was left of my 
why-mothers get-gray-bair, I painstakingly pleaded with 
them: **Wby are you all mad at each other? You're 
supposed to be too old for Sghting and besides, where's 
your holiday tpin't?" 

Like a judge, I listened to their complaints which of 
course were ba^ess. Two things were really at tbe core 
of tbe whole affair. The fitst was that each one never 
torgave the next yoimger than himself for being bom 
and the second was b^use each was ordered to dean 
bis room so that to tbe uoe^qoected guest who passed by 
their quarters unawares wouldn’t think we kept some 
kind of captive animals in dens. My sons have this 
phobia that it is unmanly to tiff a finger as far as 
housework is conoemed. My middle son even begged 
me to iron his dothes after I just finished preparing a 
special breakfast for him because he woke up at 11. 
with the saddest most toiion: look on bis face be 
pleaded: **Piease, please come and iron my dothes!’* 

**Can*tytmseenowbusyIam?Instoadofyou helping 
me dean tbe house, you want me to waste time ironing 
for each one of you who wakes up at bis lebure. Go do 
your dotiies yourself!” 

His ejqnressron dianged ffom sadness to utter despair 
andhe retorted with “but you’re my mother and its your 
duty to iron my clothes.” 

“Yes, Pm your mother, not your slave, there’s a 
difference you know. Instead of you making my work 
less, you find more chores for me to do. ” 

However, to save my precious time, I tinaJly gave in 
and ironed bis jeans (fntre cowhide) and a sport ^'rt. A 
tittle later, bis tother demanded that his sons dean up 
their rooms. They, in a state of disbelief that so much 
should be asked of them, began to clean as if they were 
moving a mountain which in a way, I guess they were. £t 


ised beasts. To my satisfaction. 1 cunaneu thesr di^ 
agreements until the next day when tney were at f; 
again. At last, tbe wild monsters mat fhnve in eacn of 
t.fjem subsided and they put off thsir jisagreements unb! 
3 iater time. , . 

Affer I mana^d to squeeze lunch in peiors the 
second onslaught of guests arrived, the bsti rang just as! 


hoard of smati monkeys uresseo m numan sxj 
accompany their parents, who numbered arouno seven 
adults in all, not to mention the creatures that scurried 
hither and thither so fast no one could count them. 
Their mission was one of attsek and destroy as soon as 
possible before their eiders issued the cherished state- 
meut I delight to hear most '‘Come on g-sag, let's get 
going!” 

Now, I love children bat only when tney ict sweet and 
itiiioceat tike, not when they become Codzitias and 
behave like they have to demc::s.h ray ’>^/hat 

really gets ms is not the kids, but ho’v ^;“eir p^ents 
suddenly become blind and deaf to ad that tbe-rchtk^n 
do. They spill tea on the ca. 7 >ets, enw cookies into 
smithereens, thread their way through every room in the 
house and stand and scream from top of our 
Sve-story building all the way dorm to \hc gyeund floor. 
They are tbirs^ by turn and make rspsslsQ visiis to the 
kitchen followed by bathroom, one by one. until eves 
affer their parents GnaJly get up a.nd deride to have. 
The only time their parenis even look the same direction 
as tiieir children is to sigh in adoration with, “oh, isn’ig; 
be/sbe cute?” 

/ grit my teeth and try to force a gracious smile as I 
mumble, "yes, as cute as a kiUer shark.” 

At last they leff and I made note of the patii of 
destruction such as dusty hxjtprints on that car^t / just 


ffcor I didn ’■ get around to washing until after .rcidarghf 
and tbs list goes cn and cn. It is Ll:en stei I scratched my 
head and wondered why anyone bothers to clean their 
house before the eid if it is going to get dirtier then H 
was before. 

The last of oar risitors on the nrst day ol -.he lictiday 
leff at 11 p.m. that night. \Ybat a re/Jef. J though: the 
day would never end. Actualiy, J'.'e sericusiy consi- 
dered going abroad on these occasions to avoid evsiy- 
thlng to do with die steady strszir. of guests that 
continue to arrive. MeanwMe. my ibrse sons have 
a/most become more civiiised towards ead? other and 
their sibling rivalry is nearly tamed for a ‘AhUe at hast 

Happy eid everyone. 
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mt 




d u Li iik .d ^ 



curse, bui silM 


By Micbael Penj 
Reuter 

LONGREACH, Australia 
— By day they sweat and 
curse as their bones crack 
and skin blisters, but by 
nigbt Australia’s stockmen 
rest tiieir weary bodies and 
praise tbe har^ and unfor- 
giving land with rhyme and 
verse. 

Their theatre: A crack- 
ling camp fire under a star- 
lit sky or a homestead din- 
ner table, several hours 
drive from town. 

Like their forebears who 
more than 100 years a^ 
first herded cattle and sheep 
across Australia's dusty 
plains, today's stockmen 
^and drovers have a passion 
for poetry and storytelling. 

“Her husband bent above 
her with cold terror at his 
I heart. The form was still be 
I loved so well, the wan lips 
would not part and the day 
in trance she lay, but when 
the stars smil^ down, he 
heard his name low- 
wbi^red and he claimed 
her still his own. And after- 
ward he spoke his fear: 
Hearts love, if you should 
die. ’” 

Bill Rinehart, whose 
mouth is home to two lone- 
ly crooked teeth, grins with 
pleasure as he rea'tes his 
favourite Will Ogilvie poem 
Tbe Riding Of The Rebel 
around a drovers' camp fire 
on the road to Longreach. 
Queensland. 

“Here it’s manly to recite 
poetry,” says Ririehart, 64. 
a drover and poet since his 
rebellious teenage years. 

“It’s a way of life. We 
have been brought up that 
way. ” 

Oldtimers like Rinehart 
sou^t company from tbe 
woids of Australia's early 
poets — Andrew Banjo 
Paterson, Henry Lawson 
and Ogilvie — when they 
first headed west. They 
penned their own verses ro 
beat the loneliness of the 
outback. 

“When I started poetry 
there was no television, 
wireless. We had to enter- 
tain ourselves, so we leamr 


poefjj-.” he says. 

Ys't while tec^ology has 
tempered the outback’s 
isolation, young stockmen 
toiling on the endless plains 
of grass and trees still cany 
on the bush's literary tracn- 
tion. 

Boss drover Rian Mor- 
gan. 25, sits tall in the sad- 
dle, a cattleman's hat shad- 
ing his face and his 
roughrider boots decorated 
with a glistening pair of 
epurs. 

Morga.'j. 6ff 7 inch (2.e 
metTti] tall, is the youngest 
son of a second gererctio.i 
Queensland cattle grazier. 
He is the classic stockman, 
but is also a man of letters. 

Since he first pulled on a 
pair of riding hoots the 
words of bush poets and 
storytellers tilled his head. 
In the Morgan home you 
can’t leave the dinner table 
until you recite a poem. 

“ W-’e encouraged our chil- 
dren to read poems because 
we didn’t want them to 
watch television and they 
have appreciated it,” savs 
Rian's mother Margareita 
Morgan. 

Storytelling is no idle 
hobby for Rian. Last year 
while in hospital with a bad 
back he completed a short- 
story writing course by cor- 
respondence with the Uni- 
versity of Queensland. 

“When I am droving 
have lot of time to t'nink 
about stories. I usually car- 
ry a small notepad, jot 
down different scenaric:-: | 
and late at night sit down 
and write them dnwr.” ‘r.c ■■ 
says during a break in mo- - j 
ing 1,000 head of caiiic \ 
from Longreach :o Co;:- j 
damine, a fotir-monrh j 

kilometres trip. \ 

‘7 tike rending (doLiif, j 
African adventure no\vU.-.t ' 
Wi/burr Smith. / thin.ii :'J t 
like to do something like 
that but in Australia . " bs 
.says. “In two or three year.- 
time, depending on the 
droving. I'd lil:e\} set m\- 
.self up and write. " 

In recent years hush pub- 
lishing ha.'? boomed thanks 
to advances in it p put'- \ 
iishing technology . say:- { 


Laurie Muller, general 
manager of the Queensland 
t/nirersiiy Press. 

“It is probably the most 
documented generation we 
have had sa this country, '* 
says Muller. “Here must 
be 40,000 to 50,000 bush 
stories now in prim which 
will never be lost. 

“When out in a bush 
camp people either spin 
yams or read a beautiful 
poem that satisfies the soul. 

I genuinely think it's part of 
this bloody country. 

B::p!aining whv sfock- 
many wUh little 
education, love poetry, he 
say’s: “Poetry is the .ha/dest 
to master. To write poetry 
you don't need any quaJ- 
itications... Just feelings.” 

Self publishing has also 
allowed many people tc re- 
cord their family history 
and tell previously unwrit- 
ten stories of Ausi'ra//a’s ru- 
ral heritage, says Marti 
O’Hanlon, supervisor of the 
boookshop at the Stock- 
man's Hail of Fame at Lon- 
greach. 

“/ think people are writ- 
ing more. The interest in 
Ausirntian history is whst is 
driving si. ■' says O'Hanlon, 
“y.’e're getting aider and 
leaving our British ni<;ioi”v 
behind. ” 




fl€Bl 


Thepub/ish/ng revolution 
has al^ given a voice to 
unsung aboriginal herovs 
and heroines of zhs busk. 
Muller says aborigines are 
great storytetiers because of 
their oral history, with the 
rhythm of their songs per- 
fect for p^iry. 

Aboriginai 'drover Herd 
Wharton taught himseif to 
read and write as s yo'cng 
man herding cuttic i.i 
Queensland's ouibSiCi: bui 
never put pea to paper J. - 
spite ey'uu'.ifsy s::.7:i-s />.' 

t’fCV' «iL 2gC 0: SO ti-: 

h.js had his tirsf novel pub- 
lished — Vnbranded, a 
compilaiion cf his experi- 
ences on the road. 

Wharton ssys the Austra- 
lian bush Sridit.'on of stay- 
islting comes from abor- 
igines. “Campfire yams arc 
t.rousands or years old. Be- 
fore i.he days of white settle ■ 
meat all stories were told at 
night around a camptire,” 
says Wharton. 

Unlike his white mates, 
his stories are intiueaced bg. 
his a'poriginal stories, echo 
the struggles of his people 
and have a hard, cutting 
poiilicai edge. “I have to be 
ms and 1 am aboriginal. 
They are not religious bu: 
they are spiritual.” 


i 

! if you wish to avoid seeing a foal, you must tirst break 

your mirror — Francois Jiatelais, French s itirist (1494- 
I 1F53). ' 

I 

j Iviosi of uj probably feel we couldn't be free without 
j i’jei.sp.’jpers. and the: ,*s the real reason we want the 
I nvivspapcrs m tree — Edvrord x. Marrow, American 
j orcuccas: journalist I :fC6-3li6S). 

\ In robbery, the receiver is always as bad 

I ^nthorand 

j E'. eryfiody ihinks of changing humanity, and nobodv 


I rnere are iivn -.vays to slice easily throush iife w believe 
! Both ways save us 



■- ) 
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Tarantino*s triumph — sellout to Hollywood? 


By JMia Fi^laiD 

f^eijter 

CMiNESr France — The 
^ ^Ktoiy at Cannes of con- 
t^oversiai American direc- 
tor Ouencin Tarmtino has 
ruffled feathers at the 
woriii's ?o/j fihn festivaJ. 

Screen hec;id Clint East- 
Vf*xjd. himseif 3 controver- 
i-s'-:/ -jholcy ;-r. flreLideni of 
the V't/v.-j;’-: ;t-.i36/‘nPer 
j^n', hrc.-r^cd suf^^es- 
tio/ii 3:-:.* the event iiadsold 
cm 70 ciiihy'A'OCiJ. 

:S:e si^ht of Tara/iuno 
a.'*J A*;.s P-:ip p:-::ian cast, 
iaciijiuiiiv. Johr. Travolta and 
Bru'Jv IVitis'j, iviidiv 


embracing each oiber at the 
Golden Palm ceremony 
sparked worries that Can- 
nes bad furoed its back on a 
tradition of rewarding 
*'arty" European or ihim 
World Elms, 

Pulp Fiction, a raa thril- 
ler mixing carefree nolence 
and crude bumouTr is seen 
by some entics as a typical 
market'Oriented Hollywood 
produciion at odds with 
such past winners as The 
Piano and Farewell My 
Concubine? 

French newspapers Tues- 
day put the blame squttrelv 
on the broad shoulders of 
Eastwood, sayim* he bad 


done his utmost to defenJ 
V.S. colours. 

The daily Le Quotidkn 
said the Golden Palm had 
been '‘stolen or skilfully 
negotiated, unless the 
charm of the American 'star 
system ' was tAe niosf signifi- 
cant factor in Quines — < 
whether that of Clint East- 
wood himself or of Onenfin 
Tarantino. “ 

Asked whether the vio- 
lence of Tarantino's Los 
Angeles hoodlums had 
been considered in the 
award, Eiaiwood said he 
was bound by festival rules 
not to discuss the prizes. 

“It was a democratic de- 


cision, " be said during the 
gala dinner whiHi followed 
the Golden Palm ceremony. 
“People thought it was ori- 
ginal. I can't say how I 
voted. ” 

Festival director OiJIes 
Jacob dismissed fears that 
Hollywood had bought out 
Cannes, saying the festival 
had no traation to stick to. 

“We've always had some 
yuries which go for more 
popular Elms or for more 
art Elms. There's no law," 
be said. 

“Controversy is good for 
Elms. Our aim is to help 
cinema, so we are in favour 
of anything which helps dis- 


cover new talents," Jacob 
said. 

Film buyers stressed 
Tarantino was a typical of 
Hollywoal, despite the vh- 
lem scenes, because of his 
talent for dialogue and 
story-telling. 

“Cannes basn 't turned its 
back on its vocadon be- 
cause Tarantino's work is a 
parody of America. It's 
Americana rather than 
American and owes a lot to 
European directors," said 
Paul Brett of the British 
Distributors' Guild, which 
will have “PuJp Fiction 
amon^ its dries. 

Nor is violence new to the 


Co/den Palm. 

In 1971, Martin 
Scorsese's Taxi Driver won 
device cooerDveny otier ac- 
tress Jodie Foster's depic- 
tion of a dtild prostitute. So 
much blood was spilled in 
that Elm that the screen 
drained to sepia to lessen 
the effect. 

Tarantino himself, who is 
more successful in Europe 
than in America, has little 
time for his detractors. 

VtTien a few shouts of 
disapproval greeted bis 
award Monday evening, he 
shot back a four-letter word 
and accompanied it with an 
obscene gesture. 
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se actress still living with adversity 


” /jr " ** 


If* wt Tiinr ifr.htry c:m do ibis 


• . *J, 7 

«.»r i/;.si llinu 'rhingfi Aa»e 

1 . Oc/* ' - • 

C.-\.\'iWFS. — No 

gut more strict." she kj/d. 
speaking through an inter- 

u* r *• 

** ^ L * 

o7h..-:‘ .. . :.vn;;»rt/ng for 

preter. 

• . .Tr . 

;i: CanJIfS Efim 

. iiA'ed what China's Olm 

* S .575*.^ 

g r .. ofcL-n hud 

tvii:i}]uniry could do to re- 


/ { i . LKifijtvd or 

sit,? such pressures, .she 



answered: "There isn’t any 


"ill '• / 1 

organised lobby. But peo- 


ple are worried and should 


/■for uirL-Ltor, award- 

do more. ” 

• 5’.’y • 

TOur:' Yimn::. 

III April. Beijing .lufhor- 

- ■ . . ft’ 

frair: the 

ities crfectively b.tnned 


j re.*J‘)ri :<• .'ry :ind 

seven directors from work- 

• ‘ • .-V 

'.v.i .» iirbe 

ing is: :i\:}.nlan'J China after 

v^; 

i.^v; '.s 

they screened Elms at the 

* • 


.^o.'terdjm Film Festival. 

' -T •; • 

b.- ditring rctracLS 

When the government re- 

; 7. r "***•• 

.Tu .• poi.fi!.-.-- VV:/^ 

cently tanned Elms made 




»• . •• r- 


I-i, fhm- 

mg coincided with a craar- 
d-Kiwr. by it.i: nuihorizhs on 

Jkiib?:,: ftlina ahowing out- 
s:dj Ciilnn :nid Jircctors 
hesn bhcklistcd , " 
Oorg L\ J6', :: cult figure in 
fl'.v j7u»:ie.V:jd attJ widely 
zcc!r.i,rcd abroad, said in a 
tseeni interview. 

“Gfeourut this affects all 
of us. Director;!: ;ue starting 


!br the rffaidred Flowers and 
Golden Rooster Prizes, the 
country 's top Elm awards, 
Zhung wrote u letter to pro- 
u>l 

Gong Li is among those 
most :i}'fected by such mea- 
sures, because of the high 
proEIe she and her partner 
Zhang enjoy abroad and 
because Elms like To Live 
are financed by Taiwan- 
based producers. 

Ju Dou, nominated for 
Best Foreign Film in the 


Oscars, w.iv br.-i/ided a por- 
trait of a backward China 
and banned. 

Rui.*ie The Red Lantern, 
which took the Silver Lion 
in Venice in 1991, w.ts in 
limho until Beijing Enally 
approved it in 1993. 

Born /u.s'f before the 
Cultural Kc‘Vi>/urion of* 
1900, which attempted to 
reshape the intellectual 
class. Gong Li was swept up 
in the evenf.s- which form the 
backdrop to To Live. 

“My parents narked as 
schoolteachers and they re- 
sisted against the revolu- 
tion. They were taken away 
for a time. 

“I was very young and I 
thought they'd done some- 
thing wrong. I don't under- 
stand rbe scale and com- 
plexity of wAar was happen- 
ing. " 

Later, her two brothers 
and her sister were sent to 
the countryside, she said, 

‘ explaining: “Chairman Mao 
Tsetung dictated that all 
children should be educated 
by the peasants.” 

She was teadiing at Beij- 
ing's drama school when 
Zhang spotted her and cast 


I*'.” 













aUnesmaarmssGoagU mad actor Gm Cwtwt FUm Festival prior to the 
You poso for p h otographs at the scrooaing of the Chinese film Wuzbe 

|To iivpl 


her for the lead in his Erst 
Elm," Red Sorghum. 

She went on to win a host 
of prizes including best ac- 
tress in Venice in 1992 for 
The Story Of Oiu Ju. . 

Tbe.Elm that Gong Uhas 
taken to Cannes in her 


fourth appearance at the 
fesdvai marks a departure 
in the type of role she plays. 
She typically has portraji^ 
strong, out^DoAren women. 

“In To Live, I have a 
more difficult part than in 
other Elms.' I'm an ordin- 
ary, nondescript woman 


and that's more difficult to 
play than somebody with a 
strong personality,” she 
said. 

“The story is about en- 
durance, the will to live, 
and how the CTiinese people 
have to suffer and bear." 
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BGllywood tatd to dean up sexy act 


Cly .-infV Fennn 
Agency France Fresse 
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New Drini :c-o!i the 
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LOi\’DCN — Jc:ij 
may be one of ihc ’.■.■orid s 
bestselling aui.^ors' i-vt .‘Ce 
■ stil- secrn.'i taken r.r::c.: r\ 
fij'/ rapid hsL Jt; 
stardom. 

was acsoi:::eh' 
and stur,ncd by the sacce^'' 
of V/jjd Swa.hs. " sr^‘ 

Vfhose 

sccou.ni oi ino'Jc."'. '- •//'*- 
: hz.^ iopped the ^js-. c.-Jcrs 
lists in over a dcic.: c-jun- 

• tries since its publicaco:'. 

: “! wrote ii with r:;- p’-'i'-'’ 

• and am very pit'ASja 

; people all over t'nc went: 
were able lo respond ‘>o '» -p 
same way, ‘''iLn '-c*:.' 
Aeaits, " she tolJ Seuip-v 
. an interview at -her 
London home. 

V/i/d S\v2Ji.> i< ihc 
three gerc'.:.-'':-] 
Oiinese wcurci: — 
k her mother and j:p:nu- 
'..ttiotber — caught up -’h tne 
: iurnjoiiof^Gth cenii:.’'}''- 

i na. 

’ it Cham their 


He lost his case. The 
answer to the naugAi^ 
openmie lyrics hallows im- 
mediately — “beneath the 
bhusc lies the heart” — 
and Judge S.N. Chopra said 
it was decent enough for 
public consumption in the 
Virtncfdo.v country. 

But the unspoken in- 
nuendo in the blouse num- 
ivi of 1993 — which be- 
came the sli.igan for road- 
side Romeos knuwn as 
'‘eve-ie.'fsers'' — set a trend 
that has seen Elm lyrics and 
their picturisation get 
.naughfi'er and naughtier. 

The trend aroused 
enough concern in parlia- 
ment and outside for the 
sovernmeni to call a meet- 
ing to trekle vulgarity in the 
movies by tightening cen- 

SOT.Ship. 

"Today they are merely 
asking what lies behind the 
cho/K*’ TV •<tjr-turncd-MP 


Arvind Trivedi said at rhe 
meeting attended by ISO 
Elm-makers, politicians and 
critics. “Tomorrow they 
will acrua//y show what lies 
behind. ” 

“Sexy, sexy, sexy — they 
call me." went a song in 
which young actress KarrsA- 
ma Kapoor, grand-daughter 
of legendary film-maker 
Raj Kapoor, wriggled her 
posterior in .suggestive 
fashion in front of the 
camera. 

The censors ordered the 
film-maker to change the 
lyrics to“baby. baby, baby" 
but the original version had 
already beo)me popular af- 
ter being shown repeatedly 
on cable and satellite TV. 

More explicit Hindi lyrics 
with double-entendres that 
translate into “I will put it 
in" and “it is up” followed. 

Many songs with double 
entendres are accompanied 


by pelvic thrusts and simu- 
late love-making border- 
ing on the pornographic, 
critics say. 

In “Roja" (Rose), a high- 
ly acclaimed Elm about the 
Muslim insurgency in Kash- 
mir. a song goes: “what 
happened on the wedding 
night... the bed started 
shaking...” 

The Elm “Raja Babu" 
(Prince), women dressed as 
nurses lift their sarees and 
the leading man drops his 
pants. In “Aankhen,'' 
fEyes), the same leading 
man is shown ducking his 
head into the heroine’s 
skirt. 

Both Elms, directed by 
David Dhawan, are among 
the biggest box-pffice gros- 
sers in India. 

“The numbers are too 
vulgar. First we have songs 
about what is behind the 
blouse and now we have 


what is behind the skirts.” 
choreographer Chinni Pra- 
kash, whose cousin Tarun 
directed Raja Babu dances, 
told The Week magazine. 

A survey sponsored by 
the Media Advocacy Group 
and the National Commis- 
sion for Women said most 
men believed that “all girls 
arc like those portrayed on 
the screen." 

Woman students of the 
Delhi University said in the 
survey they were being pes- 
tered by cat-callers who 
sang out: “Oye. oye. are 
you sexy.” 

“Films arc inculcating 
wrong attitudes and chil- 
dren are more gullible,” 
said the study. 

. More seriously, multiple- 
murderer “Auto” Shanker, 
a scooter-rickshaw driver 
sentenced to death for rap- 
ing and killing several 
women in southern India, 


told a court he had been 
inEuenced by Elms. 

Film-makers argue that 
their productions are re- 
Eecting the reality of pre- 
sent-day India and not in- 
Eueadng the sex enmes and 
violeiKe that have aroused 
so much concern. 

And some of them say 
they have to include sex am! 
violence to pack them in at 
a time when they are bat- 
tling competition from 
video cassettes and cable 
television. 

But they have tittle sup- 
port from decision-makers. 

K.P. Singji Deo, the in- 
formation minister, said it 
had become necessaiy to 
“exercise restraint upon 
what is shown ” in Elms be- 
cause they had so much 
power to ''instil! and culti- 
vate either violent or good 
behaviour.” 
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mns author trains sights on Mao 


under feudal wartords, the 
v..irtrne Japanese occupa- 
tion and fdao T^etung's 
Comniuni*:! rule. 

7 7}f book ba.'i been trans- 
la K-d into 26 languages from 
Fi;tnish !o Japanese. In Bri- 
ra:« i: "as the top-selling 
r::pern.:c:: for J9 weeks and 
sii'll nnks as number two. 

LarHer I'nh year, the Brit- 
iah puhlisbing industry 
n.'.m-.d Wild Swans, pub- 
!isJ}e-i by Harpcrcollins. as 
ho!‘-l: of the year. 

"i think the reason Wild 
>u'.i ns h.'is been so success- 
ful ir lA.if it is a human story 
and its 'numanity cuts across 
cultural, ideological and nt- 
ci:d diviJo." Jung said. 
With a shy smile, she 
fi» her desk piled high 
.vii.*: u'crrespondcnce from 
readers and admirers wort- 

Livide .... 

;;. r nadv, its polished 
vu..)L,’(.-n sloors gleaming in 
(he :}pring sunshine, is 
adnr/.cd with oriental anti- 
Ques. scrolls and 

s/ii Acs of bi^ks in English 

jpJ Cninc'ie. 


Jung has just returned 
from a trip to Japan, where 
she said people constantly 
stopped her in the streets to 
shake her hand and tell her 
how much they had appreci- 
ated her book. 

“Jt is very exciting to see 
how much our family story 
has been appreciated ail 
over the world,” said Jung, 

Jung came to Britain in 
197S, the Erst person from 
her province to travel 
abroad to study aEer China 
began the tortuous process 
of opening up to the outside 
world after Mao's rule. She 
gained a doctorate in ling- 
uistics at York University 
and married an English 
historian. 

Before fame overtook 
her, propelling her into a 
dizzying whirl of book laun- 
ches and social events. Jung 
worked as a television re- 
searcher and as a teacher. 

Though translated into 
Chinese and published in 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, 
Wild Swans is still not on 
sale in the People's Repub- 


lic of Qiina. 

“But it can be sent into 
Qiina and people can read 
it openly. Ae^rters can’t 
refer to it. though. Media 
and publishing an: among 
the last areas of tight party 
control. ” 

Jung often visits China to 
research her next project, a 
book about Mao Tsetung, 
which she will co-aadior with 
her husband. 

On Mao, whose shadow 
looms large in wild Swans, 
Jung said: “I think he was 
undoubtedly a genius who 
dominated China by his 
personal skills. His every 
whim was a command for 
China's billion people. No 
other ruler has wielded such 
power. " 

In her book, Jung re- 
counts how, as a young stu- 
dent, she made the long, 
tiring journey from her 
home in the Western pro- 
vince of SicAuan to Beijing 
hoping to catch a glimpse of 
Mao. 

On the big day. she saw 
only the great helmsman's 


back because of the huge 
crowds. Desperately dis- 
appointed, she contem- 
plated suicide. 

Such hysterical devotion 
is unlikely to be repeated 
now, she said, as China has 
opened up too far to be able 
to withdraw back down that 
path. 

Jung said she was inter- 
viewing many older people 
in China for her book on 
Mao. 

“They seemed much 
more wilting to speak after 
they had read Wild Swans, ” 
she said. 

“Many said they couldn't 
read the book at night be- 
cause it was too pairlful. not 
so much for the physical 
sufferings they bad ei^ri- 
enced but because it re- 
minded them of how their 
dreams bad been crushed 
and their dedication wasted 
during the years of Mao's 
rule. " 

Jung’s mother, a key E- 
gure in the book who perso- 
nally petitioned Mao's 

PrifT’.f' 


for the release of her im- 
prisoned husband, still lives 
in China. 

“For my mother, the suc- 
cess of my book was even 
more wonderful.” 

Her mother, now 63, 
gave her rhe original idea to 
write Wild Swans while re- 
counting her life to Jung a 
few years ago during a trip 
to England. 

Jung’s only sister has also 
remained in China but her 
three brothers — a pAysi- 
cjsr, a journalist and a 
businessman — ha ve settled 
in Bntaj'n and France. 

Her father, an idealistic 
AigA-ranJL'/ng party mem- 
ber, died after being 
beaten, humiliated and 
driven to usaor^ after dar- 
ing to criticise the Cultural 
Revolution in a letter to 
Mao. 

“If my father were still 
alive, he would be proud of 
me because he always 
wanted me to become a 
writer, though he probably 
would not agree with nJ! 

♦t 
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By Mark lyevslytin 
Reuter 

WELLINGTON— /j audi- 
ences are shocked, even 
sickened, by scenes ^m his 
Elm Once Were Warriors, 
then New Zealand director 
Lee Tamaberj makes no 
apology. 

ramaAor.'*s explosive 
dimmatic debut, screenfi^ 
at the Cannes Film Festival, 
is the tragic stoty of a Maori 
family at the mercy of a 
drunken father who beats 
bis wife and terrorises bis 
children. 

Tamabori, 44, who would 
love to emulate the success 
of fellow Kiwi director Jane 
Camfxon with The f^ano, 
says be wanted viewers to 
see the full horror of 
domestic viohnee. 

“7 wasn't going to do it if 
we were going to neutrahse 
or dUute the violence," 
Tamabcni, a Maori, said in 
an interview. 

**I was determined that 
we would put this on E!m in 
a way that hadn’t been done 
before. Not to glorify vio- 
lence or rimw it ss a form of 
enmrtainment, but so peo- 
ple would be szc&ened and 
repelled by it, by the sheer 
savs^ty. ” 

The nim has stirred coa- 
I troversy with its candid por- 
tttiyal of tbs Maoris, v.±o 
settled in 'Netv Ztal:u:d long 
before European whites 
and make up 13 per cent of 
the 3.S milikm pt^nilatioo. 

Jt tells the story of unem- 
ployed Jake Heke, hts wife 
Beth and their Eve diildren, 
a family living on state wsL 
Eire beneSt in a run-down 
part of Atmkiend. 

Jake, played by Temaera 
Moiristm, is a magnetic S- 
gnre, alternately attractive 
and repellent as bis mood 
swings from tenderness to 
akoboFiadaced brut^^'. 

Beth (Keoa Owen), torn 
between love and haired of 
her husband, straggles to 
bold the fsumly together 
and prevent her chikiren 
fylling prey to a life of 
squalor and crime. 

Central to the plot is 
Grace, the beautiful elder 
daughter whose tragic death 
brings Beth closer to tar 
duldreo and spurs her to 
break Jake's stranglehold 
on their lives. 

True to its title, the Sim 
explores bow the traditions 
of a OBce-proud warrior 
race have been debased in a 
modem urban setting where 
some Maoris are conde- 
oitzed to life vrithout hope. 

The eldest son Nig joins a 
Maori gang of tattooed 
tbugg in leather jackets who 
kick and beat him in a 
chining initiation. 

Jake hiDise/fis redt/ced to 
cAannehihg Ais aggressioti 
info bloody barroom brawb 
and using kis Ests on his 
wife. 

Tamabori secs the hero 
as an anachronism ■ — a man 
who is victim as well as 
tyrant because be is in the 
wrong age. “That was the 
great trasedy of his charre- 


another place be would be a 
muc.h better human being- 
“This nobL’/ty and all this 
pride had become lost Ijy 
Virtue of exposure to 
rnofne.*’ czdrure. a for inon* 
fcrmid?}ble culture wMeb 
.had ridden over the top of it 
— name/y white European 
.'''lanisisg rultare.” 

StilL &£re are .monTehfs 
of hope in the Sim. 

As death unites Beth and 
the children in grief, she 
decides to leave Jake and 
rettim to her roots. The 
Elm's most moving scene 'is 
of the family moumiBg ovo" 
Grace’s open cohSo at a 
tracitiona! Maori fanerai, 
Tamabori, who based 
Once Were V/asriors on a 
book by Maori novelist 
Alan Duff, ^admitted he 
feared both of them might 
be accused of dirioyslty to 
:heir own people. 

“! was always worried ab- 
out wast Maori would think 
stout it, because it is essen- 
tisUy a star}’ about oar own 
people. So we just kept 
driving hope, heart sad 
positive tiim^ into it." 

In fact, be said, MaoiAv 
w’ho attended the premiere 
In Auckland this montt 
were unanimous in theh- 
praise. 

“They didn't like what ft 
had to say, but they said it 
v/ns a truth and a reality, 
and it bad to be said. Witii 
tsois in their eyes they sahi 
thi^'' Tamabori said, 
tifiter /movm until now 
L d"-ecrcr of commer- 
cials, he admits be initial 
shied av/ay ffom making the 
.^Ll' because its themes — 
wife-beating, rape, death — 
were too dark. 

“It was compelling, rivet- 
ing... / t.Aoughr ihere were 
l^ris of that were uoretni^- 
th^y bleak and if you were 
to Elm that book pa^ ^ 
page, people would jm^ 
have the theatre.'' 

Now working on two 
more Sim ideas with Maiori 
^emes, he hopes Once 
'rr'ere Warriors will whi 
acciciim from critics and dSs- 
Lributors in Cannes, wbefe 
ir screens oui of compdti- 
rion. 

The Piano, which won 
the Palme D’Or at rsan«pfy 
last year, went on to cap- 
ture Oscars tor two New 
Zealanders — Campion as 
Best Director and Anna 
quin ss Best SupportwgAic- 
tress — as well as a Best 
Actress Award for Amer- 
ican HoEy Hunter. 

....I . 


Tcmsko.ri acknowh 
his Elm msy be too bai 

an A wvn 1 


ttonai, tind I suspect 
people will just End : 
hard.” 

3iit he wants viewt 
End Ones Were Wa 
ss 'jltimately iqpEftm 
periencs. "It's a S 
but out of that tragedy 
spring eternal and tl 
tight St the end of tbt 
nei I'd tike people to 
they walk away 
the human ^ 
mount 2 nd it can rise £ 
n>.' ' -^^'aadallad 
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. — Aftacfcs on 
~i8ucshi-MDd TTiBi drug 
jes based on the World 
tth Organisation 's 
'm) concept of **essen- 
fpriKs” Aa ve fuelled con- 
oOib abour wAetAer WHO 
v^maintain its global lead- 
gj fep on pharmaceutical 


dm 


Concern grows over WHO drugs policy 


^ Asidrew CheOey 


^ basic idea of the 
.^^Atia] drugs approach is 
thar^ about 270 medicines 
wghneet at least 90 per cent 
o/»r^x>ifi7t7y’s entire medic-- 
'jneeds, and that most of 
other 100,000 prepara- 
tidos on offer around the 
worfd are unnecessary — 
e^peciaify to casii-^tr^ped 
d^ek^ing countrfes — in- 
s&ctfVe, too expensive or 
ei^ potentzaify hazardous. 

u%e $220 billion-a-year 
piarmaceutical industry 
omqses restricted lists, 
aiiuing that demand is best 
•e^ to the market. 

^ both Thailand and 
Singladesh, the phar- 
maceutical industry has 
n campaigning for the 
rtbroK' of key parts of 
tonal drug policies, 
icb, by focussing on 
gs considered most 
tial for public health, 
save oountfies and con- 
money and improve 
quality of trsatment. 
^A^Cboat a dear national 
!iqy, many ^verzzinen/s 
jd-ft difGcult to counter 
tbh economic and political 
of the intemadonal 
deal industry, 
of Thailand's 
pohey, earlier this year 
,-ood and 
■eg Administrz.::op pro 


“Uruguay Round” of trade 
negotiations under the 
^neral Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
to claim that the Thai prop- 
osal would ''infringe 
trademark laws” and “con- 
stitute a severe non-tariff 
barrier ro trade. ” 

Canada, U.S., Uruguay, 
Denmark, Australia and 
the Philippines have similar 
policies. Several WHO 
documents recommended 
tbe use of generic names in 
labelling and advertising. 
A^ong these documents is 
the V^O Ethical Crrteria 
for Medicinal Drug Promo- 
tion — wbidi phar- 
maccudcaJ industry helped 
draft. 

In Bangladesh, which be- 
came the first country to 
implement the WHO essen- 
dal drugs concept when it 
adopted a drug poUcy in 
29S2, tbreign-^i^ phar- 
maceutical companies 
have been caliing for its 
dfsmaoriin^ since a new 
dvUian government took 
office in 1990. 

Although the policy has 
increased the supply of 
essential drugs, hdd down 
prices, stimulated local pro- 
duction, and saved millions 
of dollars in foreign ex- 
change, the industry claims 
it has discouraged foreign 
investors. 

In recent months finance 
Minister Saihir Rahman has 
sided with the industrialists 
as part of tbe ^vemment's 
drive to foster a market 
economy. Press reports sug- 
gest that he has developed a 
set of administrative orders 
that would eflbctrveiy dis- 
map.tle the policy. 


th^ -generic or cje.:i:rj.. 
ndise of a drug, as well the 
^ name, OB all labelling 
'^advertising. 

manufac- 
associations from 
*^'£be United States and 
{rope have protested. 

anting more than 

2,000 pbarmaccutscsJ com- 
panies — many with sub- 
stantial basiBess interests in 
‘n 2 aSand — ffsey cited the 


■jasiry group, ‘’Health For 
Nation”, published adver- 
tisements in February 
thanking him and saying 
'‘the country is about to be 
rehevedHom the destructive 
effect of tbe drug policy. ” 
Despite promoting ffee 
trade initiatives in many 
countries, tbe World Bank 
has yoioed WHO and UN- 
ICj^ in pubikiy sufporting 
tbe benefits of tbe national 


drug policy in Bangladesh. 

More generally, drawing 
on the policies developed 
by WHO, the World Bank 
aj^es that government in- 
volvement in regulation to 
“discoura^ the over-use 
and over-prescription” of 
drugs “is necessary”. 

The World Bank — 
which has become a major 
investor in pharmaceutical 
work over the past 10 years 
— has expressed concern 
about WHO’S role. Its 
pharmaceuticals spedaiist, 
Denis Broun, said “WHO’s 
leadership on pharmaceutic- 
als is not as active as it has 
been. This could be a very 
serious problem.” 

In January, WHO’s ex- 
ecutive head was expected 
to discuss progress by the 
organisation’s Action Prog- 
ramme on Essential Drugs 
(APED), set up to help 
governments develop drug 
policies that ensure all peo- 
ple are able to obtain the 
drugs they need at tbe 
lowest possible prices; tbat 
tftese drugs are safe and 
effective: and that they are 
prescribed and used 
rationally. 

However, a report on the 
programme ful^ to mater- 
ialise. Dr. Sain Okware, a 
board member from Ugan- 
da, described the lack of a 
formal report on the prog- 
ramme as “rather unusual”, 
particularly as it bad been 
requested by governments 
two years earHer. 

Dr. Okware said APBD's 
work was “very important” 
to a coiintt^ like Uganda: 
“Our national drug policy is 
based on the reso/uthns 
that have been adopted at 
::c ■"■-..-.‘c Asssn- 

bly. As a result, we have 
bwn able to save money, 
and to ensure that there is 
no major wastage on drugs. 
It is very important that we 
get this encouragement to 
develop drug polkaes.” 

Marit Andrew, deputy 
assistant director-gene^ of 
tbe Norwegian Board of 
Health, said the Norw^an 
government was “encourag- 
ing WHO to maintain and 


strengthen tbe Action Prog- 
ramme on Essential Drugs. 
This is a very important 
programme. We want to be 
certain that WHO will give 
it tbe necessary status and 
attention. ’’ 

APED has been without 
a permanent director for 
nearly a year, which is one 
reason ffven for the ladt of 
the comprehensive report. 
In March, WHO’s dir^or- 
general. Dr. Hiroshi Naka- 
jima, announced tbe 
af^Kuntment of Margaretha 
H^ling-Borda to the post. 

He also told APED’s 
mana^ment advisory com- 
mittee that “it must be our 
^ty and oar responsiNUty 
to stand fiim on tbe princi- 
ple of health for all, that is,, 
equality in access to heal- 
thcare and dru^.” 

Dr. Nakajima called for 
increased attention to tbe 
inaf^ropriate use of dni^, 
which he described as “a 
source of great concern 
everywhere,” because it 
wastes resources and — in 
the case of misuse of anti- 
biotics — risks serious long- 
term health consequences. 

APBD's management 
adv^ry oonunittee, which 
represents the views of 
many dono/s to tbe prog- 
ramme and other interest^ 
parties, stressed at its 
March meeting that 
“WHO's hadersbip in pro- 
viding access to essential 
drugs to those most in need 
of Aem has become more 
important than ever at a 
time when poor coontriesare 
feeing deqzerate shortages 
of medicines. 

committee approved 
a $19.8 million budget for 
the 1994-95 programme. 
Said Margaretha Helling- 
Borda: “We have more re- 
quests coming ffom mem- 
ber states for activities than 
we can handle.” 

The number of WHO 
member states requesting 
and receiving technical 
assistance ffom tbe prog- 
ramme increased ffom 52 in 
1990-91 to 80 in 1992-93. 
They included a growing 
number of Affican coun- 
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9t Cemartoids. e.g 
92 Bey window 
93RegblvBi 
novwn^nt * 
95Rah.ag 

96 Ocevi Boors 
9aoneaca8ad 
99 Beach Hem 

100 BHs at land- Fr 

101 Legenovy rulsr 
105 £a^ vjio 

111 Com reel 
ll2Forcnal 
ptooadm 

1 13 NauMal larm 

114 Unesnnv 

115 RS coHMwn 

116 Tarxon's oafs 

117 BrsnoiGh s stau. 
abbr. 

, 118 On lap 


DOWN 
1 FMHedbbd 
SAddHontos 
house 

SYVesludeni 

4ReMveo 

5 nuiwei 
6Bamerof aMnd 
7 Name m 


6 — tfanca 
^nmedvMy) 

9 KM Ol Show 
Id Satger Flacfc 
11 A ccoaio m 
l2Dviadw 
13 Itodwood 

14 Act 

15 Muse ol poety 

16 Rosin 
17lnqi«a 
iSWttdof 


24 


proAid 


26 Bridanny colored 
iish 

29 Hii ar the head 

31 Leave suOOeniv 

32 Cure-all 

33 Aomen s street 

34 Natives sufi 

35 Oatmeal caKs 
37 Pabssene item 

36 Lancelot s love 

39 Sounded 
aersistemiy 

41 Bntesti siacfceis 

42 ina movsne 
manner 

43 Swuii Inaan 
46 Puts sway 

40 ‘Guys and — " 
49 AblB to 

corrupt — ‘ 
tsnaiiespeaiel 
52 Garden uds 
66 Camel teaBsas 


57 Showed a Mm 
again 

SS.CtVw 

59 La Douce and 
other; 

60 Tanan 

62 Touch landetty 
64 Friends in need 

66 Uses ihe pnone 

67 Reach 

68 Hummingbed 9 
tin 

69 Aitad' 

70 

71 Tizzies 

72 Ran oh to marry 

73 Muonoers 
76 Vaap. Al — 

Tfi City cr lube Start 
TSMoreogia 
81 EufOpean 
84 8elangs 
viinnveaay 


85 Use a sword 
SBTVacu. 

Heit> 

88 WaCOng grtL 
perhaps 
90Aienecvpes 

94 Fish 

95 Trough 

96 GKnsy 

97 Lamprey 
99 Ocean hner 

100 Braineivid 

101 Krazy — 

102 Give — try 
lOSGoddasa ot 

raght 

104 — la la 

106 Ogy^n 

107 Ccsi 

108 4 man — 
mouse? 

109 Free 

llOTVoctreas Susan 





M 

m 



L 

m 





m 
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□ 

— 
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Lost Week’s Cryptocraou 


I- Forced by flooded rTvertoflee, bu floatod away on boss violia: bis «ifb 
acootnimied him oa the pleoo. 

2. ZwloBs yooog owner of lemouade sUad offers seaior ritizen dtscoueuio 
all pood cnslonwra over tweoty.ftve jeara old. 

3. All five vowela ere foand in "poeomaoia.'* Few oiber words cao preoenl 
this elaiis. 

4. Sex therapist was vexed when her evil old ex ^t a hex on the nest 
spouse. 


Diagramless I9 x 19,B> FranomB-jrloo 


ACROSS 
1 EAamorable tune 
periods 

6 wtia: noi 10 pul 
before a horse 

9 Grate narahlv 

10 Garfield's camna 
friend 

11 Grant 
IS Cloanlng 

implements 
14 Frank Uoyd 
WnghL a^. 


17 Helps m 
wrongdoing 

19 Lump ol butter 

20 BHAcal wreeci 

21 Members at 
Congress 

23 Dale or Linda 

25 BasetMll s Roger 

26 Preordom 

2B Flower laature 

30 Omnar course 

31 Discussion group 


32 Arrived 

33 Fuse ores 

35 Writer Horabo 

36 Shoe stri ng 

37 Truck SOUP 
39SIOChp4e 

41 Nautical hazards 

42 Trumpet tanlora 
49 Blend together 

graduaiy 

46 Factions 

47 Aerials 


51 Polibcal cartoon- 
at. once 

62 Storage plaoe 
53 Gawk ai 
64 Forever 

57 Press out 
wnnkles 

58 Headdresses 

59 BirTs home 

60 Makes mdMtmei 
6t Floundenng 

82 Dittafent 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. OEJLGM ESBl: KUd BIGGIE SNIX QS.NC 

RLLIKE KG BIKNC CZAOl KL’X YRN G.M 
MOOSE A I' q M F. I C V K i: .M U I Z M E X. 

—By Dannc H. MrGoKy 

S. BSJJBR H%F qTl'K QALKF HF CKBB.SL.M 
BTIMK HTBBAALC JA GTLF OKADBK TJ 
O T 1 T L' E C S J K. X. By Earl Irriaad 

3. N E R V I' M B Z Z N ¥ .N C H Q C L Q M N q K t; G q N 
qRGRCQ MCQ BZRVE YGCQVW MNI RB 
Z V V H V E q V Y CU V, C E G Q L C E W K C V G Q L. 

—By Rilo Salvato 

4. C A L L' L‘ I O R L' O C 1 S A N K K Y E C 

S O A N A C E K E A ft; ¥* U B Y A EC LACK I S L< N K 


DOWN 

1 BuUd 

2 Irrgietuous 

3 — spumanie 

4 Detacied 

5 Deep sleeps 

6, Sun-dried bnA 
r.Uotura 
? Satemem ot 

.bdvt 

• i:ctbc«rs 
IS, MM'S cloth 


14 Spnng month 

15 Lacking 

rpfinemaTn 

16 Sqidd features 
13 — of the Unmn 
22 Spoken 

24 Fodder 
27 Monikar 
26 German nwer 
29 Holy Land 
It Fdible nuts 


33 Narrow sinp ol 
wood 

34 Familv member 

35 Buenos Aires' 
land 

37 Saucy 

38 Pressures 

40 Anwar ol Egypt 

41 Comedian Jack ol 
Md 

43 Adfusi 


44 With a leg on 
each side ol 

45 Sends lettecs 

48 Nostras 

49 Gol up 

50 Actress Berger 
62 vary 

sophisneated 

55 eaten 

56 Provides wttn 
weapons 


B E T T I S I N K BUTT. 


— By Ed fiuddleimn 





Prescription for the medicine-makers 



Half the world has no 
access to medicines for the 
most common diseases 


But many counliies have a glut 
of inappropriate dnigs - ineffective, 
too expensive, or potentially 
hazardous 



Pharmaceutical market has been 
called a therapeutic jungle' - 5,000 
active substances compound^ Into 
100,000 different preparations. 
Globa! sales: $220bn 



iWorld Health Organization says the 
maiket is overorowded: it recommends 
national lists based on about 270 dmgs that 
will meet 90% of all needs in any countiy 



tries and countries ffom 
Astern and Central 
Europe and tbe former 
Soviet Union. 


although it was not dear 
what future deveJopments 
would hold for pbar- 
maceutieds at WHO, tbe 
World Bank would be 
“happy to work with a re- 


generated idtarmaceuticals 
programme at WHO.” 


Denis Broun said that 


Dr. Stuait NjjgAtzi^e of 
tbe U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration said that 


following Dr. Natajima’s 
comments tqipears that 
WHO is committed to con- 
tinun^astrmigprt^aimae 

in tbe jAarmaceuti^Isarea” 
— Paoos Features. 



against Canada’s 
health care fraud heats up 




By Jeffrey Ulbricb 
The Associated Press 


TORONTO — It's clear 
that some Canadians are 
cheating their health-care 
system. The question is. for 
how much? 

Ontario Health Minister 
Ruth Grier, for one, knows 
that ffaad costs her pro- 
vince tens of millions of 
dollars, perAaps hundreds 
of millions. 

Health care is Canada's 
largest industry. Each of the 
10 provinces and two terri- 
tories operates its own sys- 
tem under rules set down in 
the federal health act. Doc- 
tors bill the provincial gov- 
ernment directly for ser- 
vices, using the patient’s 
health card number. So do 
laboratories and hospitals. 

Ontario, Canada’s most 
populous province, spends 
$12.8 billion a year on 
health care, one-third of its 
budget. With that much 
money involved, there is 
plenty of room for fraud. 

“We have been content 
for 35 years of Medicare to 
be generous and not ask any 
questions, ” Ms. Crier said 
in an interview. “(Now) we 
realise we have to be more 
carefei about allowing ac- 
cess to it.” 

Estimates of how much 
tbe Ontario system could be 
losing to fraud range from 
$473 million, cited in a con- 
fidential ministry report last 
year, to $47 million, men- 
tioned by the minister last 
week while announcing 
plans for new. more soph- 
isticated health cards. 

Fraud includes falsely 
obtaining health cards or 
lending them. overbiJling by 
doctors and performing un- 
necessary medical proce- 
dures. 

Media reports have 
spoken of waves of Amer- 
icans coming to Canada to 
escape high U.S. health 
costs by fraudulently seek- 
ing treatment. Bui there is 
no hard evidence of this. 

Dr. Keith Macleod. who 
practices in Windsor. acros.\ 
Ihe borJer from Detroit, 
said a_mqre frequent prob- 


lem is Canadians who marry 
Americans and liw in the 
United States, but maintain 
a Canadian health card. 

“These are ordinary, ev- 
eryday, honest people who 
wouldn’t rob from the 
church, wouldn't rob a 
bank, but (would) screw the 
government,” he said. 

There are also some 
Americans who own sum- 
mer cottars in Canada and 
have rapped into the 
system. 

Ontario has a population 
of 11 million and, at one 
time, more than 14 million 
of its plastic health cards 
were in circulation. Now 
about 1.8 million cards — 
duplicates and some issued 
to dead people — have 
been cancelled. 

Mrs, Grier said the new 
cards will have a photo- 
graph and a magnetic strip 
containing basic patient in- 
formation. The project will 
cost $22 million a year for 
three years. 

The photo and holog- 
raphic overlay will end the 
lending of cards and reduce 
ihe number of counterfeits. 
Under the current system, 
doctors have no way to 
check a card's validity. 

There is more informa- 
tion on an Ontario fishing 
licence than on the current 
health card. And the penal- 
ties for misuse are greater, 
said Dr. Kevin Moran, who 
works in Toronto. 

“if the natural resources 
guys find you with one extra 
trout, they can take your 
boat and your car. They can 
impound everything you've 
got," he said. 

Ontario has also beefed 
up its health-fraud squad 
from two people to lU. It 
currently has 177 cases 
under active investigation, 
but only seven are in the 
courts. 

Catching doctors is more 
difficult. Health Depart- 
ment computers detect 
thousands of suspicious 
claims every year, but only 
a few are investigared. 
What's more, investigations 
earned out bv the 


of tbe Ontario Medical 
Association a bit like the 
fox overseeing tbe chickens. 


Only about 50 cases a 
year are examined by the 
Medical Review Commit- 
tee, which sometimes 
.orders a doctor to make 
repayments to the health 
5>‘steni. Rarely is fraud by a 
doctor turned over to police 


for criminal investigation. 

Ajjd there are laborator- 
ies owned by doctors, who 
in turn order more tests than 
necessary, said Tbd Avey, 
an aemunting expert paid, 
by tbe Heaitii Depaitmeor 
to Rnd holes in the system. 

“You are talking about 
billions of dollars — smalt 
dollars adding up to a ht, ” 
be said. 


are 


Medical Review Committee 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1 . — 


isobars to meteorology. 

— DoUdiocephalic to anthropology. 

— Oedipus complex to psydto-pathology. 

— Titration to cbemi^iy. 

— Exogamy to sociology. 


2 . 


Steam And Speed by Josmb Turner, an Hngflsb 
1851% 


landscape painter (1775-1^1^. 

M Hope by Geor^ IVatfis, an En^ish paiafer 
(1817-1904). 

M The Last Summer, by Leonardo Da Vinci, an 
Italian painter (1452-1519). 

U The Last of England, by Ford Madox Brown, an 
EngUrit painter (1^1-l^Q). 

M Bath Of Ps^e, by Frederick Leigbton, an 
English artist (1830-1^6). 


it "A Hr 


3. There are 24 (4x3x2) arrangements posribie rrf foar 
letters: but in this case there are two e’sandso two of 
these arrangements wili^Il 'even’. Thecbancesaie 
then one in twelve, or eleven, to one a gg inst. 


ik 'A' 


PUZZLES 

(A) DIVIDING THE DIAGRAM 


(B) LADIES. PLEASE 

The common word in each case is: 

1. C —ELLA —R 

2. G —ANNE —T 

3. T—RUTH—FUL 

4. M —ADA —M 

5. M —ALICE 

6. MAUD — LIN 


4 
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r»fe' 

andi^ 

•Wcoi 

|o P»?^ 


«th respa- 
“nerci^. 
rencebenL' 


uiseaftikj 

sdrivinj^i- 

.nowyd^^ 

5*snois9ks 

agettseiiiK 

a crime, li, 
:ius\i(daii(| 
iwisdynejL 
■> aod coit 
•ften film it 
■sireetimii 
smctjoiuii^ 


jcould 

|s>^g 

icoalition 


I By Ian C<ogbegao 
j Rtfvrer 

j IHE HAGUE — A three 
I wjy cuahnon Kkely to fonn 
I the next Dourh govermnenl 
I could have a shon sbeiMife 
I because of party differences 
t over reforms to the country's 
I troubled welfare system. 

I General elections this 
^ month produced an mcr- 
< '<^hclmint> protest sole 
I soaniiy unumpir.;.- 

• riicm^ crime and government 

f in lackfnij; a .-tpend- 

^ social M.xun<v •.ystcin 

3 '.bn! cItectivrK encourages 
I ;*i ‘.>p)e not lo .seek work. 

i.nbouT emerged as the big- 
*: « ’s? party, ilespite hcavs' ios- 
® e‘.. .md wi!i ptob.ihiy form 

r :>:s first ihrcC'Way edition 
^ 'i r 12 years, with the con- 
V ■:;vutive l.iberals and left* 
^ eaninu 1)66 — the so-called 
7 ■ rurple .Alliance" because of 

4 mix of party hues 

But piecinc loeether a 
i -v'rkable ^.wernment foMbe 
^ four years is likely to 

^ ;~:tive even mure tortuous 
^ than normal. 

It 

Commentators have 
[j u anted that such a coalition 
I] w juld be unstable, given fun- 
q damenial differences be- 
sj bA^ecn Labour and Liberals 
onmajor policy issu&s sud) as 
, social welfare. 

!] The Liberals want to take a 
" hatchet to the social security 
|| .system, proposing huge cuts 
“ as part of a radic^U overhaul, 
^ while Labour favours the 
^ scalpel and micro-surgery. 

The three party leaders are 
^ to meet this week to decide 
g whether there is enough com- 
y mon ground for them to go 
|j on and prcKluce a blueprint 
for government policy. 

r But the Central Economic 
Committee (CEC) ^ an in- 
I > nuential (bink-tank of top 
civil servants has deman- 
C ded big budget cub', hi|h* 

: lighting the gulf between the 
i potential partners. 

' In a report prepared for 
the three party leaders, the 
CEC calls for a new govern- 
ment to cut spending by as 
. much as 26 billion guilders 
' ($13.7 billion) over the next 
j four years. This includes five 
; bilKon guilders ($2.6 billion) 
already earmarked for cuts 
: by the outgoing Christian 
: Democrat-Labour coalition. 

t The CEC wants big savings 
; SR disability bcncfib, leading 
' to tax cuts which would help 
: create 150.000 new jobs by 
; 1988. 

Unemployment is the main 
; economic headache in the 
> Netherlands. Each month 

• (another 18.000 people join 
, the dole queues. For every 
^ 100 people in work, there are 
, 86 claiming benefits. 

The CEC proposes tighten- 

t tag the criteria for chose 
claiming disability benefit. 

'* stipulating that claimants 
must have been in work for at 
' ieast five years. 

; [| also wants to abolish 

^ sickness benefits, reduce un- 
employment benefits and 
lower state subsidies. 

The cost-savings should. 

. the CEC said, be given back 
r. to companies and individuals 
= through lower taxes. 

The plans, which echo the 
Ubwab’ campaign pledge to 
’• stem the generous benefits. 

. threaten to ivalaic Labour 

• and exert extreme pressure 
on the coalition talks. 

WhSe Labour. Liberals and 

DM try to thrash out iheir 
^ differences behind closed 
doors, the Christian Dumo- 
crats are keeping a low pro- 
.T file. 

y Set for opposition for the 
first time in more than 7U 
q years, the dominant force m 
H Dutch politics quietly antici- 
I ^ pates a swift return to power 
' ^ Should the coalition either 
fail to materialise or collapse 
I in infancy 

The laborious, time- 
r consuming process of form- 
; ing a new government has 
i. bMR criticised by. .imong 
. 'i others. Labour's Home 
■ !i Affairs Minister Ed V'an 
I; TTiiin. as "the low point of 
b democracy,” because the 
J electorate, having voted, has 
no real say in who eovems. 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Kcufer 

LONDON — A victim ul 
cunfliciing public demands, 
the L'neted Nations is failing 
between two stooK in its 
attcmpiv to intervene in wai- 
taca cuuntnes such as Bos- 
nia, Somalia and now Rwan- 
da, Western anal>>ts say. 

Under ptessute to hah the 
bloodshed, U.N. 
‘‘peacekeeping” troops have 
gone beyond simple huma- 
nitarian relief and ceasefire 
‘iiKinitoring. But (hey have 
lacked the resources and the 
pohiical will to step in de- 
cisively to end the conflicts by 
force. 

In its latest peacekeeping 
effort, rhe Security Council 
on Monday juthnnsed the 
dispatch of troops to 

Rwanda — if it can raise 
them. I'hc move reverses a 
deciMon to withdraw most of 
a 2.50U-strong force after civil 
war intensified last month. 

The troops are aulhonsed 
to uvr force only in self- 
defence. Out, in tenr.s that 
recall L N. action in Bosnia, 
rhe resolution proposes “se- 
cure humanitarian arcus” 
which, it recognises, may 
have lu he protected 

Oipioniats at the U .N. are 
well aware that the proposed 
force r.oc going to sump oui 
the fighting in Rwanda. But 
the c;>il fo; action of some 
sijrt. ht.vv.rveT inadequate, is 
ivpical ■.}* ma.nk conflicts that 
h.ive erupted across the 
‘A'or.d m recent years. 

An,(]ysts saS two factors 
have come together to pile 
onto the U.N. demands it 
c«inriot meet. 

The end of the cold war has 
pm paid to an era in which 
the stand-off between 
Washington and Moscow, 
both holding vetoes in the 
Security Cou.'icil. ruled out 
intervention in most con- 
flicts. Now the U.N. is ex- 
pected to live up to its ideals. 

At the same time, a com- 
munications revolution has 
brought to television screens 
across the world live and 
often veiy shocking pictures 
of atrocities that prompt pub- 
lic calls for action. 

“The problem is that the 
major military powers now 
judge that in terms of public 
opinion they can only dis- 
patch troo;» to fight when 
there is a clear national or 







V- 










A DIFFICULT MISSION: German peacekeepers awnit the arrival of fdlow soldiers deployed by the I'.N. in Sumu!iu i.AFP ph.itui 

‘Crisis and expectations’ 

U.N. peacemaking seen failing between two stools 


strategic interest," says for- 
mer British amhussudor to 
die U.N. Sir Anthony Par- 
sons. 

"The public is not pre- 
pared to swallow combat 
casualties, li is saying "do 
something" — but not so 
much that it means body bag.s 
coming back to our own air- 
ports. 

"With this emphasis on 
avoidance of casualties, the 
U.N. is inevitably having re- 
course to half measures and 
falling between two stools." 

It is far cry ftom the end of 
the Gulf war in February 
1991. Then, the rout of Iraqi 
invasion forces in Kuwait by 


u U.S.-led multinaliriul 
force raised hopi-% oi a “ncu 
world order" in which .tgL;:i.-s- 
sion 'AVHild he puni.shc*J .inJ 
wars suppressed. 

Yut Within nu-nihs of ihe 
Gulf war. fighting hud 
erupted in Vugo.davia thai 
the woiid ci'>mmunity i>i I 
powerless to niop. 

Critically, Washingion de- 
cided that the conflict did no: 
involve U.S. national m 
terests. one of several cordi- 
tions laid down hy Pre^iJenr 
Bill Clinton Lut year for L*.S 
participation in 
peacekeeping. So no I' S 
ground forces were sent. 

European powers rh.ii J*d 


send troops drew .’in uneasy 
line between ‘'peacekeeping" 

— monitoring a eexsefire de- 
clared hy the warring parties 

— and what they considered 
I'ne unrealistic task of “peace- 
making" or imposing a settle- 
ment by force. 

But the threat, and briefly 
last month the use, of N.ATO 
air strikes to defend U.N.- 
declared “safe areas" in Bos- 
nia blurred the line without 
r-jsoMng the conflict. Now 
some countries are threaten- 
ing to go home if the com- 
h-jian|s do not make peace. 

The :ii Piled U.N. in- 
ters ention In Somalia to end 
famine caused hy factional 


fighting ci-rr.po’jndcd rh.; 
problem by un:lerlining pub 
lie inToieranii: of c.i-'ja'rie-i, 

The killing <it L .o. s*;i- 
diers in .Mugi- ii'-ri ,. !;:« Octo- 
ber Jestrnycdsiippcirt in U.S. 
Congress lor farthc involve- 
meni and al! .A'lierican 
troops were withdrawn. 

Even where L..S. t'oops 
have gone in v.jih r: more 
limited mandate to supervise 
elections thin?-, h,v,e later 
gone awry 

In Angola, the results of 
the poll in 1992 were lejccied 
by the losing UNITA fat- 
ti'on and the country relapsed 
into civil war. In Cambodia. 


nghting has recently intonsi- 
ficd beiween the g<.*vernnienc 
e^L-cted !.l^t year .r?-d Klimer 
i?,«L’gC gJlL'/rili.!,S 

M:in\ niiaiysts say the 
U.N. IS suffering from a “cri- 
sis of exp'.viaiiims" fuiiowing 
the cold w:t. 

“Idealism ab»*ut the L’.N.’s 
insure role in iniemiitionat 
relations generated expecta- 
tions whicl'i '.ould not be met 
and. in the process, under- 
mined ihe credibility of the 
sugnnisation," :oys Mats Ber- 
J::l of the International Insti- 
tute for Strategic Studies. 

Whether n decisive U.N. 
intervention in orre country, 
say Brisnb., would have stop- 


ped other conflicts erupting is 
a matter of dispute but some 
analysts believe the failures 
have been contagious. 

Somali warlord Mohamed^ 
Farah Aideed, they say, was^ 
inspired by the success of. 
Bosnian Serb com.mander ' 
General Ratko Mladic in de- ^ 
fying the U.N. - 

"Each warlord in mm has-* 
drawn comfort from the fai- ‘ 
lure of the U.N. to dealv 
effectively with the previous, i 
warlord," Mr. Parsons said.; 
“If I were a warlord now. iu 
think I would say: If I can«. 
promise the international' 
community casualties, they." 
will stay out.” 



Rmman ficQclemy Fun Fair 





CLEANS LIKE MAGIC 

TO BRING YOU THE MOST RADIANT SKIN 


AMttAiSi ACAMWY 

Tomorrow is the time for young and old to 
have fun and enjoy many games, music 
box, fashion shows, sports, pony rides 
Marriott food stands. 

Lots of fun for the whole family 
Come and join us. 

Time: Friday 27th May 1994, 11:00 am - 5:00 pm 










Place: 

Amman Academy Playgrounds, 

Khalda 
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Kilo Center 
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•o.'.uniiii, he.^ll'iy-lcf.-Uri; skin. 

.-.ni- ii r,(.(:ur lidhirjiiv. 
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like magic. 
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nomy 


JJi. says world 
gaores development 


M ais own perU 


yisITED NATIONS (R) — 
jecretary-GeneraJ Boatros 
^c'jtros-Ghaii Wednesday 
^^^axned^tbat development was 
^^‘553g irrom the world's agen- 
dire consequences for 
v.ioEliiy and security in rich 
^"id poor countries alike. 

He called for a “new cul- 
•nre'* that would go beyond 
..c.7row ecosomic principles 
•/pJ include p^, the en- 
vironment, social justice anrf 
f smocracy as inte^ parts of 
development. 

The U.N. chief unveQed a 
SO-page Agenda for Develop- 
ment” in wbicfa he listed holis- 
.*:= guidelines ratiier than sped- 
uc programmes in a quest to 
p:?.cc die United Nations at the 
-^ntre of development assist- 



Bontros Boutros-Ghali 


-Tba concept of develop- 
niejjt — and decades of effort 
reduce poverty, illiteracy, 
liifea&e and mort^ty rates — 
-ire great achievemqpts of this 
century,” he said. 

“Eut development as a com- 
TiCTi 'ause is in dauiger of 
facing from the foreft^ of 
our agenda.” dramatically 
jsdercut by a post cdd-war 
ivalandie of new problems in- 
rjidating both and poor 
-.•■•■iT-trjes. 

ogress is not inherent in 
biunan condition. Retrog- 
.'^siion b not inconceivable,” 
Le added. 

agenda will be the sub- 
j 2 ri: . of hearings Jim6 6-10, 
org?flised by C^nerai Assem- 
y.y l*resi<tent Samuel Insanal- 
.y. Therrafter Dr. Boutros- 
•Ghaii will make ^Kdfic re- 
i r^mendatioas in time for the 
ne;st assembly session in 
September. 

The report b meant to be a 
couoteqjsut for E>r. Boutros- 
Ghali’s “Agenda for Peace,” 
j^bli^ied in nud-1992, wbkfa 
stimulated debates on tiie fo- 
tiire of peacekeeping. 

The secretary-general be- 
.Tioaned die myriad of uncoor- 
dinated progtasnmes within the 
U.N. structure. But he con- 
isndsd that only the United 
i 'e.'::oo5 was capable of leading 
scd-coordinatiDg a new con- 
■.'sp« for de'veiopment. 

Is practice, die U.N. Secre- 
iiriat has net controlled large 
''fivelopilient grants or loans as 
V/orld Bank and tbe Inter- 
i'atiocai Monetary Fund (IMF) 


althon^ U.N. sondes, have 
their own decision-making 
governing boards. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali smd tbe 
U.N. Emnomic and Social 
Council, a major U.N. body 
with member states elected to 
coordinate polides of agencies, 
had abdicated its responsibil- 
ity. 

“Over the years, the absence 
of dear poli^ gitidance from 
tte General Assembly and tbe 
lack of effective policy coor- 
dination and control by the 
Economic and Sodal Council 
has resulted in an overall lade 
of cohesion and focus witiiin 
the (U.N.) system,” he said. 

To ensure growth, Dr. 
Boutros-Ghali argued for 
'‘pragmatic polides” which 
take advantage of the efiiden- 
cy of maricets rather than rely 
on govenunents as "paramoot 
economic ^nts.” 

But he said eccmomic growth 
could cmly woit if it promoted 
frill emfrir^rmeitt, poverty re- 
duction and improved patterns 
of income distribution. 

In an apparent critidsm of 
IMF poliaes, he said, that 
althoi4|fa stractural adjustment 
was accessary, governments 
must be help^ to cope with 
the human consequences of 
such refonns. 

"Absolute poverty, hunger, 
disease and illiteracy are tbe 
lot of one-fifth of the world’s 
population,” he said. “Tbens 
can be no more argent tasks 
for development than to attack 
both the causes and the symp- 
toms of these ills.” 


iVisirks and Spencer rings up 
Mg irise in profits 


LONDON (R) — Marks and Spencer PLC, Britain's most 
profitable retaUer, said Tuesday profits rose nearly 16 per cent 
L;:st year as it pushed sales upwa^ in a tou^ trading environ- 
t::eat by keening prices down. 

Pre-taA profita suiged to a record £851.5 million (S1.29 billion) 
^17 'a' 10 per cent increase in turnover to £6.54 billion ($9.88 
''c'lfion). 

Earnings for tbe 53 weeks to end-March rose 16 per cent to 20.9 
pence a ^are. Tbe dividend rose by 13.6 per cent to 9.2 pence a 
- Mie. 

.. rrirniar. tUchard Greenbury said the group adiieved sales 
'pseuses ahead of the national averse and boosted market 
i>are, espedaliy in clothing. 


Ml CHARLE5 ..WEVe JUST BEEN 
TO A LONS SVMPHONH' CONCERT 
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U.S. GATT critics spread nonsense, Sutherland says 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Members of tbe U.S. Congress 
who say the new General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) pact will 
riolate U.S. soverdgnty- are 
spreading "absolute non- 
sense", GATT Director- 
General Peter Sutherland said 
Wednesday. 

The 25,000-page ^eement 
ending the Uruguay Round of 
GATT, which went to Con- 
gress last week, cuts tariffs and 
sets up a World Trade Orga- 
nisation (WTO) to settle trade 
disputes. 

Newt Gingridi, the House 
Republican whip, has oom- 
pai^ the WTO to an “econo- 
mic United Nations” where the 
United States “could be out- 
voted 1^ Antigua, 1^ Bots- 
wana, by Venezuela” Nation- 
al sovereignty itself could be 
threatened, te has said. 


'That argoment is absolute 
nonsense,” Mr. Sutherland 
told reporters after addressing 
the Pacific Baan Economic 
Council. “By any stretch of the 
imagination, sovereignty is not 
at issue.” 

Mr. Sutherland, a former 
Irish attorney-general who has 
practised law in the United 
States, argued that critics have 
miscoiistrued the WTO as an 
instrument of world govern- 
ment. 

He said the WTO would 
have no power to override the 
laws of nations. Instead, when 
parties to the accord have dis- 
putes, the WTO could autho- 
rise retaliation. 

Tt would be in conyrebengble 
to me that the issue could be 
potitidsed in the U.S. Con- 
gr^ to tile extent of under- 
mining the most important 
trade agreement in history,” 


he said. "It would be an act of 
great folly to question the 
agreement.” 


In his speedi, Mr. Suther- 
land, who IS leaving GATT at 
year's end, expre^ed confi- 
dence the accord would be 
ratified in time for the WTO to 
start on the target date of Jan. 
1. He praised President Bill 
Ointon for pushing the is.sue. 

China, uhich like Russia and 
some 20 other nations is not a 
member of GATT, has been 
pushing to join the WTO as an 
founder member. 


land said, are the transparenqr 
and uniformity of its laws, the 
function of state trading com- 
panies and tariCEi. 

Mr. Sutherland cautioned 
delegates to the conference 
against seeing regional trade 
agreements as an alternative to 
a global accord. He noted tiiat 
such a view had been “firmly 
rejected here in Soutii East 
Asia.” 


Calling China's inclusion a 
“top priority” Mr. Sutherland 
said tal^ were in a “decisive 
phase.” Negotiations next 
month could determine 
whether China achieves . its 
goal. 

Among the issues preventing 
China's entry now, htr. Suther- 


“This is an entirely mis- 
placed view and could inevit- 
ably set the scene for trade 
conflicts of the most serious 
and politically dangerous 
kind,” he said. 


"Regionalism and multi- 
lateralisDi are not alternatives. 
They are not even merely com- 
plementary. A stable, niles- 
based multilateral trading sys- 
tem is not an adjunct to, but an 
absolute requir^ precondition 


Dubai 

expects sharp 
rise in port 
activity 


Britain’s Serious Fraud 


Office cites iighter caseioad 


DUBAI, United Ar^ Emi- 
rates (AJFP) — The southern 
Gulf emirate of Dubai expects 
a sharp rise in activity at hs two 
main ports, already among the 
biggest 15 in the world, port 
aotbority chairman Sultan Ibn- 


Sulayem told new s papers. 
Tte Rashid and Jebel 


The Rashid and Jebel Ali 
ports handled nearly U mil- 
iion containers in 19^ - 

“Our plans for the next 10 
years will focus on strategic 
investment to foce tbe upturn 
in business as we expect 3.7 
million containers to be hand- 
led in the year 2003,” be said. 
“We now have 18 cranes to 
handle containers and they will 
rise to 30 in 1998 and 34 in 
2003." 

Dubai, the second biggest 
member of the Um'ted Arab 
Emirates (UAE),.is the main 
transhipment centre in the re- 
9on. 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Se- 
rious Frand Office (SFO) said 
Wednesday it was investigating 
or prosecuting 48 cases of 
alleged business and financial 
scams involving £5 billion (S7.S 
biUion), a drop in its legal 
caseload since 1S193. 

Tbe SFO said tbe figures, 
released in hs annual report, 
compoied with 57 cases of 
alleged fraud tbe office was 
handling a yw earlier that 
covei^£6 billum UUkm). 
It gave no eiqdaiiation for tiie 
trend. 

The SFO said of 23 criminal 
trials finked to alleged serious 
frand that were ccxtduded in 
the year enefing ^>ril 1994, 32 
of a total 54 defnidants were 
convicted. One for more de- 
fendants were convicted in 20 
out of 23 trials, h said. 

The SFO dealt with more 
fraud on cretfitoR of com- 
panies, on banks and on inves- 
tors than a year earlier, while 
there were f^er cases of fraud 


on pension funds, scams in- 
volving manip^ating financial 
maricets and fraud on govern- 
ment bodies. 


George Stiq>le, the director 
of the SFO, said in a news 
release that accompanied tbe 
report that public attention in 
Britain had focused in the last 
year on a reU^eiy small nom- 
ber of high profile fraud cases. 

Tbe SFO, whidi was created 
in 1^ at the height of the 
economic boom in Britain, 
normally handles alleged fraud 
invrivmg more than S million 
($7.5 minion). 

The annual rqx>n said the 
office bad been critidsed for 
the tny it haitdled one of its 
most visible cases, the prosecu- 
tion of Asil Nadir, tiie chair- 
man and chief executive of the 
now-collapsed conglomerate, 
Polly Peck International. 

Mr. Nadir's lawycR said tbe 
SFO nsef its wide-ranging pow- 
ers in 1990 5K>t only to launch 


repeated raids on the bustness- 
man's home and office, but to 
seize confidential documents 
necessary to his future le^ 
defrnce, tiien wrongfully mime 
them available to parties wiio 
had no right to see them. 

The SFO later admitted its 
staff bad distributed a small 
number of privtleged docu- 
ments. 


'That mistake had not been 
acknowledged when it ritonld 
have been... tiie irregularity to 
legal prof^onal prfirifege was 
tbe 4^y significant cocqrfaint 
(against tte SFO) on behalf of 
Mr. Nadir to be substanti- 
ated,” tbe SFO’s annnai report 
said. 


Mr. Nadir was arrested in 
1990 and faced charges con- 
cemitu his management of 
Polly ^k, but jumped bail in 
May 1993 and M to his native 
northeni Cyprus, sayii^ he 
could not get a fair tnkL in 
Britain. 


Italy puts top state insurer 


ROME (R) — Italy put stale 
insurer Instituto Nazionale per 
le Assicuraziom SPA (INA) up 
for sale Tuesday in tbe fimt 
privatisation un^ the free 
market government of Prime 
Mmister Silvio Berlusconi. 

The sale will be one of the 
laig^ to date in Italy’s priva- 
tisation drive and is sure to 
show the wilKngness of tbe 
media tycoon to dispose of 
state companies. 

The treasury, whidi owns all 
of INA's stock, said it would 
sell up to 51 per cent of tbe 
company’s four biUion shares. 

It said the shares would be 


priced in a range of 2,200-2,700 
lire, putting a vahie of up to 
10.8 trillion lire (S6.8 billion) 
on the whole of INA. 

“The value tbe trrasury has 
put on tbe company is low, as 
most people bad b^ looldng 
for about 12 trillion lire ($7.5 
billion),” one finandal analyst 
said. 


“They must have dedded on 
a strong discount to ensure the 
sale goes through well and 
because the market is a bit 
overvalued at the moment,” he 
added. The final price of the 
shares will be set before the 
' offer opens on June 27. 

Tbe proceeds will raise as 
mud] as the sale of two of 
Italy’s previous privatisations, 
former state banks Banca 
Conuncnaale TtaJiana SPA and 
Gredito Italiano SPA. 

Once it is privatised, INA 
win be one of tbe largest com- 
panies on the Italian market, 
where it is likely to be the 
second-largest insurer after 
Ass'eurazioni Generali SPA. 

INA’s shares are due to be 
listed on Milan Bourse and are 
also expected to be traded in 
New York. 

One quarter to 37.5 per cent 
of IN oiiere<l 

to members of the Italian pub- 
lic with Che rest going to pro- 


fessional investoR. 

Tl^t limits were set on how 
much buyeR can own to avoid 
INA falling into the hands of 
big financid groups. 


SPA gained effective control 
of the two banlR. 


MembcR of the public will 
be limited to buying an initial 
0.5 per cent and the profes- 
sional investOR — pension 
funds and insurance companies 
— will have a wo per cent 
maximum. 


Mediobanca, oontroUed by 
Italy's Milan-based industrial 
establishment, drew sharp cri- 
ticism from membeR of Ber- 
lusconi’s government who ’ rive 
vowed to ensure companies 
sold off in future retain a dif- 
fuse shareholder base. 


The treasury said tiiat single 
buyeR, groups or “subjects 
linked in controlling share- 
holding 5>-ndicates In third par- 
ties” would not be able to %. wn 
more than five per cent by 
subsequently buying up stock 
on the bourse. 

Analysts said that measure 
would help avoid a repetition 
of the controveRy that erupted 
after the <a> of Sanca C'om- 
TT.cTci'cle and Crs'dist l!.*'’' r.:-. 
when allies ot the secretive 
merchant bank Mediobanca 


Get.rng INA's privatisation 
approved was a race against 
the clock for Berlusconi's gov- 
ernment, sworn in only two 
weeks ago after his “Freedom 
Alliance” won general elec- 
tions in March. 


Shortly after winning a final 
vote of confidence in parlia- 
ment last Friday, Berlusconi's 
cabinet sat late into the night 
to finalise the details of INA's 
sale. Had Tuesday's deadline 
for a special shareholders' 
Tietfignot bes* '.he -w-o 
would have been delayed to 
October. 
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for tbe healthy growth of re- 
^onai trade, Mr. Sutherland 
explained. 

Opposition to GATT, he 
said, is centred in “narrow but 
vocal and politicaDy powerful 
lobbies unwilUng to cope with 

Wmle the business commun- 
ity generally supports the 
acoora, Mr. Sutherland said, 
business leadeR shoujd be- 
come more engaged in the 
debate or risk defeat at the 
hands of a “focused opposi- 
tion.” 



Peter Snffierfouti 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 26, 19M 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carreff Righter fc'jr.dation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: home duties iliai oulsi* affww 

You may feel the need to make today. FoUow z\\ 
some startling changes now but ap^y to you and you uill be ab.. 
mim a few moments out to think to handle any situation, 
deeply and (Mde whether or not i.ib rA; (September 23 lo Octo- 

the changes are really going to i>er 22) Put finrst ideas to 

prove beneficial in the immedi- work and gain the srirport of 
ate future. associates. Take iin rislts in travel 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Daytime is likely to be diFTicuit 
except for late afternoon when 
an imeresting person relieves 
tensions. Express happiness to 
those dose to you. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be sure not to react bitteily to 
remarks mmle by a careless per- 
son. Take steps to improve your 
health and appearance espedally 
towaitfs bigwigs. 

GEMDO: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Don't become ioverived in an 
aitercatioa between two associ- 
ates and it will soon blow over. 
User care in motion eqiedally on 
the highway. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Use extra care in what- 
ever you are involved in 
today and get excelient results. 
Sidestep a spendthrift who will 
a^ for money. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Keep busy at important business 
matters and gain benefits. Your 
mate may be in a difficult mood 
but take this in stride for things 
gel better. 


when it pets dark. 5e wise to aH 
events. 

SCORPIO: fOct-:b,'f 23 lo 
November 21) Hardic mor.ctar>- 
matiers wisely now creJ j:--:«‘pone 
less important afi'airs uritil later 
in the week. Be logical in doing 
any project. 


SAGlTTARnjS: I'Novemler 22 
to December 21) Study long- 
range plans and be path^m. 
they ^ not cutr.s to fniitioi) 
quickly, improve your arp-ar- 
ance for those in acihnri:y. 
CAPRICORN: iDsTC-.bcr 22 w 
January 2Ci Be <iirc to iibu-In the 
data you from the right 

sources. The pl 2 .T;ts ate now 
favourable for gedirg ahead in 
career maucn>. 


VIRGO: (Ai^vst 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be more concerned with 


AQUARIUS; iJsr.03<-y 21 to 
February 19) ThLs k a go-’d 
to be your gregarious :elf. Tty to 
understand the problems of 
others. Avoid cne who is too 
talkative towrjds others. 

PISCES: (Febniar.' 20 to March 
20) Carry through with outside 
chores in’an effident manner and 
gain added benefits. Plan the 
future wisely for the iiKr.»T he- 
nefits. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY Z7, 1994 


By Thomas S. Rerson, Astrologer, Carreri! Fcvndatlori 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
You will be aUe to work out a 
better Gnaodal arrangement ear- 
ly in the day but it won't give you 
aJi the benefits you feel should be 
yours. Try to see why your 
associate is withholding the en- 
tire packa^. 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't be forceful nith others 
who disagree with your views. 
Come to a belter accord with 
fellow associates. Be wise to all 
that comes around. 


ber 22) Be tactful vrith others so 
that they don't boke their ire cut 
on you. Avoid a lertleitcy to 
splurge when you csi't (•ffo: J it. 
LIBRA: (September 23 tn Cctc- 
ber 22) You bai'e to trs careful 
in the handii'ig of ?Tivc«bnenls 
and other fi>\'iocicl Talien lo 
avoid trouble at Utis 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be mor'* ibiMighi- 
fiti of otikTs in going iiflet ycur 
aims and aw'iid'unF^a.snr.tncss. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Listening to suggestions of 
associates is wise now and be 
sure to cooperate more with 
them. Try to be helpful to others 
you meet. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Schedule your daily activities 
wisely and then ta^ through 
with them in a positive manner. 
Don't waste time on useless en- 
dravour-. 


Take steps to improve your 
health and .'‘.ppearancs. 


MOON CIULDREN: lJuce 22 to 
July 21) You may vrant to have a 
good time now, but it's to your 
best interest to save money now 
instead of spending it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You 
have to be diplomatic at home 
today to avoid trouble. Study a 
new project well since it is bound 
to have some flaws connect with 
it. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 


SAGITTAREUS: (November 22 
to December 2li l^:-ep personal 
worries to youraeii sirice others 
have their own problems to think 
about. Tha&oonstnicti\ely about 
a new project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take adv.intage of 
an <q>portunity con>Jng your way 
which couid gnre you .'.dded in- 
come. Strive 'i»f ‘p'nrv i."! 

')‘s. 

AQUARII'S: ■jL:iuary 21 tc 
February l«) Stud> new artivlties 
whidi interest you t* 2 -!y in tlie 
day but don't make decisions 
until the evening when tilings ?te 
less complica.'cd. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Pul off until tomorrow an 
^ivity that is concerned with 
imploring your welfaie. Take 
positive steps TO gain your goals 
)*ou desire. 


THE Daily Crossword b-/ Evelyn I 


ACROSS 
1 Georoa or Aitie 


9 Ninnies 
13 Sharpeneo 
TS ChcesA 

16 — ashioa- 

sailTlg 

1 7 Tnirk 

18 Ra'iaires >ove 

19 Samoan rort 
30 Business risK 

tinker 
22 Com 

33 Sceranst James 

34 Fainilv circte 
memoer 

36 Gum component 

30 Opmdrans 

31 Zhmago r> icve 

32 Errei^e 

35 Control 
exclusively 

39 incensetl 

41 Negative 

42 rionea city 
4.3 PreSCiibing 

punishmem 

44 siretcfies lout; 
46 Lah ce> 

4T Boost 
49 Pussant 
51 Painter John 
F'onch — 

53 Let ■: s'or.d 
55 Tiuant 
56As-eA Oiai 
62 Son al Lean 
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9 Biue-oyec r<>(ir.e 

10 JeMiea garr-sh 

1 1 Patriotic 
Thc-tiss 

12 Hrt 

14 T.-ar.;lct r :ijre 
2T Mahjr« 

2s — f.inr? 


64 Pav '.'cr«as>> 

65 Pmoar s poo-ns 

66 'Coot Harfl __ 

6r Coma:ete 

68 Stireste- 

69 Sly look 
"3 C'Cticna; 

EMani.siicr' 


Dovrv 

1 Po*n; Out 

2 indon 

2 njhjs o,e 

4 Proceoci 

5 Pjc.j orva, 

6 C4iT0ose 
' Hj-asa 


27 — a.no '1 ju 
CB Oum s 'on- 

29 Booy C’C :? 

30 VV.iger 

33 Again 

34 CooifTg ve 

36 Er.gago 

37 — emoi 
33 Role 

40 A Prtgerji' 

45 Gush 

46 Readily 

ava..ac'< 

M Jopaneso ; 

51 

Cut oce.'.-i 

52 R.Triei: 
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Commodity 
prices take 
breather 

LONDON fR) — ComrniuL'sv 
markcii diew hraath Wtclnci- 


Economics, not talks, seen 
boosting Japan imports 


1 TOKYO iR> - i:.S 


poltucians otc con- 

H.2 S weaketted i\at>\s | gratuUtiisc themselves for 


the board in what anaivsis Je. 

iLS n healthy se.fLti>in so 
zheir recent dizzv'dinib 
But inviMtorN were Jitcl:. :o 
^ake off jitters and ^t.v3r frcih 
attempt tu push n!Jrl.e!^ ;m 
new highs in cominj.; '.vccka. 
•maiysts %aiJ. 

"A strone U.S. eeonomv v, 


; at;reein>t ti> rcsemc bUlirJ 
I trade talkb, hut c«:2.->nun:Ks& 

} the real witrl; af bOiTr.ti«j; im- 
I port& to Japiio !!. moving 
I ahead, rc^arjiL*\:i o; rovem- 
ment effort.'. 

“Cosiktinrr^ are aircatiy vot- 
inft with :hetr fee: and there i& 
i a ‘.hit? In Japanese rrsanufac- 


I* J|. •• I •••as* • • aiiqjrMlBtr’ 

meuuig con&umpiiun. crop? arc } turer*. .ind reut-icr^ to locrea^e 
poor in several counrrics. Jh-.* I ovei^r.ts vyvrcin^.“ sid Geof- 


outlook hasn't changed un.1 
funds tfc'ill continue in cimrzi 
these markets," a tr.tdcr ^J!J 

Rains in t!.S. grain-growing 
ar^ doused the commr>dir\ 
price rally on 1 uesdas . prtimr- 
ling speculators to seii c:hu'.t^> ■ 
grain futures and other in.tr- 
keis. 

The sellina led to a 'Jurp t.,il 


I frey Rjfkc:. chief ccorumist a: 
I Barini'; Secuntset. iJspan). 
j "That'r. ?>ha; wilt bring down 
I the sur;!uo." 

, "Thai change , combined 
j with ;i eyclic^i recuvery in 
[ Japan, is wonh any numoer uf 
I trade apjeement*'..'' Mr Bar- 
I ker added. 

I Washimnun and I'okvo s.aid 


in U.S. Commodity Kese.ircii j Tut.‘Mj«y ifiey had agreed ! 
Bureau indev fui-.iTi.- i end a shrec-monih hiasu.. :i: 

sparkc^I a clijin r.*,;: zii-.i; .j; ! sheir economic framework 
declines, in the baskei i»f i.ij;- j j:jJ swiftly return S.'s the 
ktfts tu«m whicS: :i is j , laMe in warzh of a .new eci»p.rj- 

Cdtfcc and ci'Ct'a price', ivii mic dcai. 
precipitously from .-.eiei. J j iTic overall astn o? such a 
six-year highs rjn WednesJ^v ; Jral reiiTa:!!-. ii:c »an’.c .ii when 
a.s investors sashed n nrnhi-. f Ihr uje* »vas signed m 
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hearing in mind w!js*re !he- .i;-.' | increase impuris. 

coming I'r-.'im." -lai..! .-\rsAS. ; OaJnna a new pact is. Iikriv 

Smith, analw .-.t { bank i to he ti'ugh. gv-en ss.»zitinued 
sit Swiuer!.imi. ”81:: thr. h.»s ■ ciftets'.'^ccs between the fwo 
been a low Inirrcsi ra:c. ! stde>, but many esocomists say 
speculatm-disvs*n rails whi.'h { market forces are likely :o 
has hastened price nsc*: n.'f- ' achieve thr goal anyway, 
mally seen later «r: the eciiri'- j ■ The forces that created a 
mic cycle." ; protected economy have 

Commodity prtces h.tv-j | ■ - .. 

climbed frsim ver. dL-prev'ed • 

levels and nnlv IiLsI vear mn j I 11 I 1^ IY 

were languishing ai their 

lowest for years. GENLV.A tAFPi— Develop 

But j^»sng U S. sOiisunip- r.ynt aid is suticrinc becausi 
titw and ^iftns «)f reiovery j.t , eouritrics ate cutting bad 
other industrial ccaiKunies. j -jn tnihiic .spcrnuinu .ind divert 
coupled wiift piior crops in | junds insteiid »<• emsipens*' 
some eummodities. have /ui'l. j i-in-j .w'rMiij'.'. lo an inisTun 
led considerable gains. leuort. 

Buying by hedge funds and j’,' rns Vvpori. entiikvl -nu 
other private speculaior.s has Reahiy „f Aid ‘>4." some llif 
brought forw'ard price rises non-governmeiitai organist' 
likely later this year. I'hcy •jonj; nois'd thai most memben 
have seen commodity markets qj [he Organisation of Econo 
as a chance to make money at a niic Cooperation and Develop- 

time when bond and share ment (OECDi would be cut- 

markets arc looking shaky. ung back on aid :o duvcloplnj: 
A further iwist to the up- counties this vear. 

ward spiral has come from "The rcdliiv of aid in N94 u 
industry buying to rebuild In- dcprcssine." the repon said, 
vemorie&now they believe kiw onlv mut OFCD memberi 
prices to be a thing ol the past. — Japa.i. which eurremlv pin- 


broken dsiwn and arc pulling 
structural preiisurc on Japan, 
allowing market forces to do 
the work," void Paul Summer- 
ville, head of Asian reseiu'ch at 
Lehman Brothen Japan. 

Support for that view comes 
from many sourcer., from the 
lusles of convenience stores to 
r.ovemmeiii trade statiKties. 

Convenience chain store 
iiperjtiir Familymart C«i. Ltd. 
is expanding sales of low-cost 
brands — among them im- 
ported U.S. -made Cola in sell 
for a mere 68 yen per can, 
tumpared with the 106 yen 
pneer i.ig un locally produced 

foreign car imports, includ- 
ing many inaJe at Japanese 
firms' overseas plants, are also 
soaring. Boosted partly by the 
vrrnng yc'i ami price cuts, im- 
pvjiieJ Vehicle sales jumped 
13^'* per cent to a record 
’I7.6'.t in ihe year ended 
.M.irch Jl. 

Japan's trade surplus Is still 
.^rowing in dollar terms after 
touching a record SI21.99 bil- 
lion in but part of the 

nsc has I'een due to the impact 
of the stiong Jupaiie‘.ar curren- 
cy, which inPated the dollar 
value oi cvpons. Measured in 
iefi. ihc surplus fell 

iJightlv . 

Import vuluiiie, meanwhile. 
IS surging In April alone, im- 
pori vdlunie jumped 1(1.3 per 
cent enmured with Apnt 199^ 


Behind the anecdotes and 
the numbers arc strurl*ar.i! 
changes triggered by the stn)ng 
yen and a ihrec-ycar recevtion 
after the he.id> ^Ltys of the laie 
|9.S0s “bubble eainoniy." 

Japtincse consumers and 
corporations are becoming 
more sensitive to price os ;he 
decisive factor in huving. 
Further, a new group of 
Japanese firms want to prom- 
ote deregulation, streamline 
thr Byzantine dLstribution sys- 
tem and profit from altered 
consumer altitudes. 

“There is a new constitueno' 
of Japanese companies trying 
tu accelerate the U.S. agenda 
in Japan," Mr. Summerville 
said. "They're duing mure to 
drive the Atnerican agenda 
than America." 

Other economists warn, 
however, that toreigii finns 
mighl no: be the mam benefi- 
ciaries of the revolution in atti- 
tudes lou.ird prices and a 
streamlined distnbuiivin sys- 
tem. 

"A lot of Japanese finns are 
makiiig products 10 sell in tii.ii 
fsliminer distriburiun system* 
and many of the iiiiport'. 
Japanese products made clio:- 
where in Asia." said ivennetli 
(.'nurtis, chief economist a: 
Deutsche Rank Group iii 
Tokyo. 

"It is not altogether obvi:.*js 
that streamlining distribuiio.’: 
means more m.'inufnctured im- 
ports or that The U.S. will 
neccssariiv benefit," he added. 


ilran to pay 
billions in 
subsidies 
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Israeli peace dividend 
has dark side-inflation 
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TliL .AVIV fR: — I! was the 
I stuff Israel: drearrs were made 
I of; Peace with the Palestinians 
I and mass jewi^th immigration 
J from the S*tv!ct Union. 

Bu! th-j dividend has a dark 
side that >.s "ivine Israel's 
watcliJjg ccrilrai bank .no rest 
— inH.itiop 

'l;::inirii: .11 1.-.5 per ce.ni. 
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continuous flood of immig- 
rants. 

Between I99U and 1993, 
some 500,000 Jew's arrived 
from the former Soviet Union. 
Now settled in their unem- 
;^yment rate fell to 20 per 
cent last year from 50 per cent 
in 1990 — they are eager 
buyers buoyed by attractive 
mortgage rates. 

Prices have shot up in a 
seller's market. A three bed- 
room house in a suburb be- 
tween Tel Av-iv and occupied 
Jerusalem sold for about 
S235,000 in January. 1993. It 
now goes for about S315.000. 

Traditionally, as u hedge 
against inflation that 10 years 
ago hit 400 per cent, housing 
prices in Israel have been de- 
nominated in U.S. dollars. 

The owner of a three- 
bedroom flat in Bat Yum. a 
working class town near Tei 
Aviv, said dozens of buyers 
had tracked through the apan- 
ment in the week she had 
advertised it. 

Many had said they would 
match her usking price of 
5160,000. 

But her offer for a bigger 
house has been put on hold, 
because "the owner says he has 
so many offers he is going to 
'auction' it off." she said. 


Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel, presenting the 
bank's report for 1993, said: 

"An analysis of the (hous- 
ing) problem shows there are 
three main bottlenecks in the 
supply of accommodations: 
.Availability of land, the pace 
of construction, and manpow- 
er.” 

He called on the government 
to release more state-owned 
land to private contractors who 
would be obligated contrac- 
tually to begin and end con- 
struction at set dates to stop 
them from holding on to the 
tracts until prices rise further. 

Mr. Frenkel also proposed a 
temporary increase in the im- 
port of foreign constnicrion 
workers, noting that closures 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip keep 3U.IXX) Palestinian 
labourers from reaching build- 
ing sites in Israel. ^ 

But Mr. Frenkel cautioned 
the gov'emment against direct- 
ly building cheap housing. 

“Past experience shows this 
is wasteful and ineffective,” he 
said. 

The cabinet is due to meet 
Sunday to consider a treasury . 
and housing ministry proposal 
to free up land for construc- 
tion. 


Moscow drafts new regulations 
to tiolhten tax noose on foreigners 


Development aid suffers from cutback 


GENES'.A (.AFP» — Deveiop- 
r.vnt aid is sutiorinc bccausc 
lich cuuntnes arc cutting back 
•jn ruihiic .vpt:p.ana .inJ diven- 
>n^ lunds invteiiCi tii emct;.'enu'v 
iclici ■V4,i'riiiii>'. io :in inicrin- 
ti'.n.,' leuiut. 

Ill fnv rcpuri. cnlitk-J •"I'hc 
Reiihiy i»f .Aid O4." some h^i 
non-govcriimaiitu! organist* 
tions'nuied rhai most members 
of the Organisation uf Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECDi would he cut- 
ting back on aid :o duvcloping 
countries this year. 

"The reality of »id in N94 i% 
depressing." ihe repon suij. 

Only -.!UT OPCD members 
— Japaii. which currently pm- 


viilev 2U per v'cnl «>l ilcvelop- 
niL-m liid. Uciitii.irk. iicKind 
und .\'cw /■.•.'land -- have 
huJgc'.ed fur an merc.i'e in 
aid. ihe report '.aid. 

liiis dr«':i in lun'Jiiii' 

Ihr mure -.eii'ius ;iv in 19*>2 
• •Illy Ihe NeilierlandN, De- 
nm:nk. Sweden and Norway 
hud inei a U.N. target which 
cults fur indubiriaiiiurd aHinirics 10 
ominbutc 0.7 per cent uf their 
gritu dc'menc prviduci (GDP) to 
clevelopmeni «iid. 

The rcpori uIm.i criticised the 
luck of comiiiitmcnt by OEC'D^ 
-oiiiiirics to fighting poveriy,' 


despite numerous declaration' 
of intent tu do su. 

Ill 1992. donor connlrie- 
contributed 5HI.4 billion in dc- 
velopmetii aul. but oidv miiiic 
M l pel cent ni Mus aciu.ilK 
went to liel)> [>overt> 

uccurdiiig lu the reinm. 

"DAC menibeix (doiiois 
cviuniries) still appear to .see 
economic adjustment und gov- 
ernance reforms as being the 
essentials of development, it is 
as if ihe alleviutiun of p<.iveny 
is a bonus which is sure tu 
follow.” the repA^rt said. 
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said. 

Officials said the govern- 
ment was losing potential re- 
venues because of tax cheating 
by foreign firms. 

Foreign companies would be 
required to routinely submit 
data on their expatnate em- 
ployees and their salaries. 

The lop Russian income tax 
bracket is 30 per cent and 
applies to annual earnings of 
more than 10 million roubles 
(55,300). 

Tlie current regulatory chaos 
of Russia means that Western 
consultancy' firms, and not the 
government, are effectively 
acting as tax police for many 
foreign firms on behalf of the 
state. 


In Soviet days, foreigners 
could change dollars at soaring 
black market rates and help -- 
reduce their rouble tax burden. *' 
But lately, the rouble has 
become a inore or less stable "~ 
currency. In 1993, its deprecia- - ' 
non against the dollar of some ~ 
300 per cent lagged beUnd Zr ' 
inflation of 1,000 per cent. 

The measures are the latest 
in a series of new tax rulings by. y'- 
the government in recent ‘i' 
months. -- 

A 23 per cent tax on foreign - 
capital investments in Russia. ' 
floated by tax officials last 
month, is putting at risk hun- '~:' 
dreds of millions of dollars in - ' 
potential investment, bankers 
said. “ 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apait- 
ments furnished or unlur- 
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For mor>? details call. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — FuII'Jwjr;.' art- ;-u;.jr»i} anii M-liing r.ites 
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markets Wednesdiiv 
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U.N. envoy leaves Rwandan cai 
for peace talks as fighting 'rages 


j^TOALI (R) — U.N. eovoy 
Iqbal Riza left U.N. head< 
in Kigali to peace 
talks with Rwanda’s interim 
goverameDt Wednesday after a 
two-hour delay because of 
Siting on the route. 

A 20-vehicie U.N. convoy, 
including an aimoured troop 
carrier with Riza aboard, left 
to the government’s seat near 
the town of Gitarama, 40 
kilometres southwest of Ki gali , 
after rebels assured the U.N. 
they would allow it to pass. 

The departure was delayed 
ibr two hours and 10 minutes 
by Gating between govern- 
ment troops and Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Front IRPF) rebels at 
”sniper]s valley” just south of 
the capi^, U.N. officers said. 

Mr. Riza, the de^ty head of 
U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tions, is on a nrisson to win 
government and rebel approv- 
al to clear the way for 5,500 
U.N. peaceke^iers to move 
into the blood-soaked country. 

U.N. oSdals he would 
the piesidest and prime 
minister of the government, 
wbidi cortsists of members of 
Rwanda’s Hutu majority who 
declared themselves in power 
after the killing of Presideat 
Juvenal Habyarimana on April 
5. 

The inteiim government fled 
to a dvil servants' tnuning col- 
lege near Gitarama days after 
the start Ci renewed civil war 
between the govenimest and 
rebels anti mass slaughter fcl- 


lomng die preadenf s death in 
a ro^et attadc on tns plane. 

Earlier Wednesday, shells 
hit an Intemational Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRQ boe- 
pital compound in the Rwan- 
dan capi^ of Ki^h, IdDing 
two Rwandan staff, U.N. ofGc- 
eis said. 

lliey said two sheUs slam- 
med into the compound of the 
hospital next to . the ICRC 
headquarters in the 
government-held city centre 
toiiig frondines held by the 
rebel Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF), 

The RFF has oontmoed to 
shell the city centre despite the 
extension of a truce until 
Wednesday evening during 
Mr. Riza's viat. 

“Riza' is trying to bring 
peace to this damned place but 
how are we supposed to be- 
lieve it will work when tl^ 
can't even stop die fighting 
during his meetings?” said an 
aid omcial. 

“The government wants him 
to work because they are los- 
ing. But die rebels appear to 
be only acting polite by sedng 
him as they are really focusing 
purely on military victory,” he 
add^. 

After two hours of talks with 
die army chief of staff, Mr. 
Riza said Tuesday the rebels 
and govenunent troops bad 
assured him they were commit- 
ted to a politic rather than 
military solution to end their 
civil war and mass slaughter. 


To reach the venue of diose 
talks, at the abandcmed Hotel 
Des Diplomates in Kigali’s 
heart, hfr. Riza's U.N. convey 
had to mn a gauntlet of mortar 
fire. 

The envoy is trying to dear 
the way for 5,500 U.N. 
peacekeqieis to deploy in this 
central African state, tom 
apart by seven weeks of war 
and massacres. 

Ghana, Ethiopia and Seneg- 
al have ornimitted troops to 
stem die horror in Rwanda but 
the United Nations is foiling 
far short of the 5,500 
peacekeepers it wants. 

While several other nations 
have indicated willingness to 
sopi^y troops as well as logis- 
tics — among thein Nigeria, 
Zimbabwe, Z^bia, Italy and 
Australia — a U.N. spokes- 
man said firm commitments 
were still miating . 

Over a million displaced 
pe^le are in desperate need of 
reli« aid. 

Aid ofifidais estimate over 

500.000 people have perished 
in Rwanda's “killing fields” 
across the country — most 
were members of the Tutsi 
minority slaughtered by the 
Hutu majority. 

'*To provide for perhaps 

40.000 refugees in Kigali we 
have at the manent 15 tonnes 
of maize and 90 cartons of 
biscQhs,” said a U.N. aid offi- 
cial. “It’s pathetic but every 
time we try to get something 
else from the warehouses we 


are attacked. 

“All road routes are blocked 
so we wQ] have to rely on an 
airiict as scon as it ^ts going. 
People are dying M the time 
but * we are powerless to do 
anything to help them,” he 
added. 

“The depth of hatred be- 
tween the communities in 
Rwanda is something I have 
never seen before. They just 
want each other dead — it 
makes Somalia look like a 
friendly place,” he said. 

Meanwhile, a C-130 Her- 
cules plane shuttles be- 

tween Nairobi and Kigali for 
the United Nations was shot at 
and hit when it took o^ from 
Ki^ Airport Ttiesday, tise 
United Nations said. 

One bullet struck one of tiie 
aircr^’s engines. The dam^ 
was not noticed until arrival 
ba^ in Nairobi and no-one 
was injured in tbe incident, but 
all flints icto Kig^ Wednes- 
day have now bera cancelled. 

It was not clear whether the 
rebels or government forces 
fired at tbe ]daM. The RPF 
captured the airport last 
weekend. 

Mr. Riza had flown in on tbe 
fHane, known as Canada-1. 

He will not fly out of Kigali 
after Wednesday’s scheduled 
talte untfa the ^vemment in 
^tarama. 

Instead he will drive north to 
Mutindi for talks witii the RPF 
leader Major-General Paul 
Kagame. 



leassian Defeoce Minister Pavel Grachev (left) 
Bad bis Spanish eoQoterpart JuliaB Garcia Vargas 
confer during the meeting of Gen. Grachev wifo 


the NATO defence Wednesday (AFP 


Russia wants security forum with NATO 


M©se warns Bosnia Muslims they cmft win war SSSSIF 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia’s 
rival <srde.^ prepared Wednes- 
day to open tsjks on ending 
two-year war as the U.N. 
commander in (he former 
Yugoslav republic warned die 
?^ns lttns they had no hope of 
winning a decisive weto^. 

I£s warning ooindded wifo 
reports that Bosnian Groats 
were helping their Muslim 
allies on the oattlefield, some- 
thing whidi eculd encourage 
the Mu:iim-led government 
army to step up the fight to 
reg;ain territory lest to Besnian 
Sei^. 

Represenfotives of the Bos- 
nian g'jvei'iiTnent. and of Bos- 
nian Serbs and Croats, 
gathered in the French lake- 
sids resort of Talknres to talks 
with Intematiooii! mediators 
on tbe cjaaijy's future ethnic 
di'.'isicn. 

Souices close to the so- 
called ' contact group” said 
talks h prd already begun with 
individual delegations bui 
there v/tie uo imiuedate plans 
for face-tc^foce negotiations 
betv.'cen liie warring parties, 
their fit's! rince Febnt^. 

Difjomats in France said the 
coDtaa group would present 
tbe partidp^ts with a new 
map of B'jsnia giving Serbs 49 
per cent, co:'opared to the 70 
per cent tliey now hold, and SI 
ber cent to a new MusUm- 
Croai tedetaticn. 

On die ev's of the talks, 
Bosms's Muslim President 
Alija Izetbegcvic rejected a 
previous offer i.if a 51-49 split 
as unacceptable, and 
threatened to fight cn unless 
cdfer&u fi'ore. 

Hc/wev<£‘r tbe commander of 
U.N. peacekeepers in Bosnia, 


General Sir Michael Rose, 
warned a local Bosnian army 
commander Tuesday the Mus- 
lims had no <*««« ai infficting 
a decisive blow, even if the 
arms embargo on former 
Yugoslavia was lifted. 

“If all tbe blocks were lifted, 
it would take years to you 
to achieve a strategic balance with 
tbe enemy,” Gen. Rose told 
Brigadier-General Mehmet 
Ala^, as witnessed by a Ren- 
ter correspendent. 

“It's not a question of just 
buying equipment, but in pat- 
ting the whole operation 
together," Gen. Rose told 
Geo. Alagic, commander of a 
Bosnian Army Corps, during a 
visit to Travnik in central Bos- 
nia. 

Gen. Alagi c CO mitered that 
his forces had been onderesti- 
matsd before and given littie 
chance of defen^ng Sarajevo: 
“Tbe world's impr e ssion was 
we wouldn’t be able to sur- 
vive.” 

Gen. Alagic smd now that 
Croats and Muslims had stop- 
ped fij^ting sinoe fonnto a 
new alfianoe and Bosnian Fed- 
eration earlier this year, the 
Bosnian army could concen- 
trate its energies on finding 
tile heavfly^armed Serbs. 

Some U.N. mSitaiy officers 
and Western an^ysts say tbe 
future coarse of tiie war could 
depend on bow willing tbe 
Goals were to actively assist 
the Muslims against the Serbs. 

On Tuesday die U.N. re- 
ported that Bosnian army and 
Croat tanks were attacking 
Serb positions near Tesanj in a 
jmnt attack that marked tbe 
first time the Croat militia had 
fov^t aJoogside Muslim forces 


in central Bosnia for more tiian 
a year. 

MSlitaiy obseivers also re- 
ported that Serb forces in the 
northem Bosnian town of 
Breko came coder artillery fire 
from Croatia across the border 
this week. 

Croats could tip of tiie ba- 
lance at Breko if they 
serious attacks against the 
Serbs, who are squeezed in a 
narrow corridor that is a vita! 
supi^y line to Serb-held land in 
Croatia Bosnia, military 
analysts say. 

The Yog^lav News Agency, 
Tanjng, reported Wednesday 
that Croat forces had iaaoched 
a mortar and heavy 
madnnegnn attack on Serb 
posations in lijeskovac, near 
Breko, during the ni^. 

Ibe agency also reported 
tiiat <me member of - a -seven- 
man Croat sabot^ anii trying 
to iofiltzate tbe Br^o area had 
been killed and another 
wounded. 

The commander of the Bos- 
nian Serb Anny’s (BSA) East 
Bosnia Corps, General Novica 
Simic, told BSA Radio 
Wedne^y they expected a 
Muslim oftensive to begin 
around Breko by tile end of tbe 
month. 

“We are awaitiiig their ma- 
jor onslangfat and after it is 
offidally reported, we will do 
oar job arid nsake sore we 
wktoi the corridor,” be said. 

Bosnian Serbs apparently 
fired on a bus b^g escorted 
by U.N. peacekeepers Tues- 
day, killing a woman and 
wounding another passenger in 
the second violation of 
Sarajevo's truce in two days. 

U.N. officials had 


announced earlier is the day 
that two Serb tanks trespassed 
in tbe N.ATO-tmposed heavy 
weapons exclusion zone and 
shelled troops of Bosnia’s 
Musinn-led government. 

Meanwhile, Italian Defence 
Kfinister Ce^re Previti said 
Wednesday Italy wants a more 
prominent role in the Bosnia 
peace process. 

He said any mtervendon by 
Icaliao forces in :be former 
Yugoslav republic would re- 
quire a peace deal, acceptance 
of Italian troops by the waniDg 
Bosnian Croat, Serbs and Mus- 
lims and a fonnal request by 
the United Nations. 

’To this must he added a 
greater coasideraticn of our 
toe in the peace proces,” Mr. 
Previti told state raiho from 
Brussels. 

.. .,Hisopnimeate illustrated (ite 
more, vigorous ^proach to 
foreign policy adajtied by the 
new conservative calnnet 
media tycooc Silvio Berlusco- 
ni. 

roreiga Minister Actoiiio 
Martino said Taesday Italy’s 
exclusion from a five-member 
“contact group” coorttinatii^ 
peace efforts m ex-Yugoslavia 
was not acceptable. 

“1 will state deariy that ou; 
oonotry should be of it,” 
Mr. Martino said from 
Wasningtoc, where he met 
U.S. of State Warren 

Christopher. > 

The group is made up of five 
senior officials frona the United 
States, Russia, France, Ger- 
many and Britain. Many of the 
NATO forces eufordng a no- 
fiy ban and close air suppev? 
over Bosnia are located in Ita- 
lian basM. 


IN BRIEF Flesh-eating hacteriiaM 

Firer!c!j pad-Siameni drops rsuciear debate glaifn^ EllOre vlctlSIlS 


PARIS (R) — In a victory for Socialist President Francois 
Mitierrand, France's centre-right coalition government has 
dropped to force a rote in parliament on tbe sticky 

I't whether :o resume nuclear testing. A National 
Assembi% < i-'jwer house) member who had been pushing for a 
vot.> iii'; tests no Icnger' planned to pursue the vote, 
Oele.-'tT ,\i!ivister Fr.mcois Leotard said Thursday. “Tnc 
p.OT- : i' ou!d make it (the question of testing) a regulatory 
matter I Leotard told France Inter Radio. “But this is a 

tihouid L'-e left to the executive branch to deride.” 
Nueieri. tests l«avc been a delicate issue in power sharing 
bet-vecc h*: Mitterrand and the ruling coalition government 
v.';jicb i -i.-iic n- power 14 months ago. The president said 
earlic: 'ihi< Tior.th that France would not ferome nudeur 
testing halted two vears ago, during his remaining year in 
oMiC. iiud predicted world opinion would prevent successors 
frv-r orderJr.g fiejh tests. 

&'Gcks Indonesia’s Irian Jaya 

JA!0\RT.A (R) — An earthquake measuring 6.8 on the 
Riditer Scale hit the remote province of Irian Jaya Wednes- 
day. damaeing building.s and houses in Indonesia s half of New 
Guinea Island. Antara News Agency said. The agency quoted 
the local district chief in Nabire as saying (hat ctopite the 
damage there had so far been no reports of casualties. It said 
♦he earthquake erupted some 30 kilometres below the surface 
off Irian Jaya’s northem coast at about I p.m. local time (0400 
GMT). T1i<f Australian Seismological Centre in ^^nbeire 
earlier said ‘.he quake struck in a mountainous area about 650 
kilometres west-southwest of Jayapura. capital of friM Java. 
But off:c!als confirmed the quake erupted at sea in Cender- 
nwasili 13:*y. 

launch hunt for missing couple 

BANGKOK lAFP) — Thai police scoured the border with 
Cambo Ji?. Vv*.. dne.-! Jay in search of two foreigners, one a U.N. 
worker, wlu* went missing on a sightseeing trip to a temple 
under the e intro! of the Khmer Rouge. The Belgian embassy 
in Knijgknk identified the missing man as Michel Baiun and 
said the woman who disip^ieared with him was also believed to 
be Belgian, although l?er rtame- was not known. Mr. Baran 
works for the Bangkek based U.N. Economic and ^al 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, or ESCAP, an embassy 
official said. _ 


LONDON (R) — British doc- 
tors said Wednesday they were 
checldiig reports that as many 
as cine people had died from a 
virulent version of a common 
bacterium that disaoives fat 
and muscle, quickly killing 
maj^ of its victims. 

They urg^ calm after sensa- 
tional media coverage of the 
outbreak, in which at leas: 
seven have died this year. Ab- 
out 10 people usually die from 
the infection per year in Bri- 
tain. 

’’There’s a lot of 
scaremongering. Everybody’s 
who’s got a sore throat thinks 
they've got it,” said a spekes- 
man for tbe government Public 
Health Laboratory Service 
(PHLS). 

He said the agency was 
tiding to decide how to coor- 
dinate checks on the outbreak 
of streptococcus a infection. 
Hospitw across Britain have 
been reporting cases after a 
duster, or mini-epidemic, was 
report^ in Gloucestershire, 
western Ec^and. 

Doctors said a 57-year-old 
man ynd a wODian in her 60s 
had died at a hospital in Win- 
chester, southern England 
Wednesay and officials at 
another hospital in southern 
England confirmed a SH-year- 
old woman died last month. 

Health offidak urged Ac 
public to keep calm, e^laining 
ffiat anyone with the infection 
would be very ill whh fever, 
dianhoea. skin blistering and 
Other dear symptoms. 

British media have given 


lurid coverage to news oi the 
outbreak. “Killer bug ate my 
face." was the front-page 
headline in the tabloid Star 
uew^per, whicii interviewed 
a man who needed skin grafts 
after survivi.ig an arteck the 
bacteria. 

The Dutch National Health 
OTid Environmental Protection 
.Agency scid a study revealed 
21 people bad died of the 
infe^on in the Netherlands 
since 1992. 

“Tbe number or cases is very 
low and spread around die 
country. This is not an 
epidemic situation.” a spokes- 
woman for the agency said. 

Norwegi.in doctors who 
fou^t an outbreak in I9S8 said 
the bacteria seemed to use a 
“slime capsule" to evade (he 
body's natural defences. 

In Bonn. Heato Minister 
Horst Seehofer demanded a 
quick report from the National 
Health Agency on whether any 
cases cf the fiesh-esting bacter- 
ia were known in Germany. 

Officials in New Zealand 
said (hey had aUo recently 
treated patients with the dis- 
ease. 

Diana Mi^in of the New 
Zealand Comniuntcable Dis- 
eases Centre said it was impor- 
u>n: not (c pet things out of 
proportion. 

Streptcicoccus. which caused 
childbed fever, scarlet fever 
and rheuma-lc fever in the past 
ami which killed muppets 
creator Jim Henson in 1990, 
can mutate quickly into viru- 
lent forms. 


BRUSSELS (R) — Russia said 
Mfednesday it wanted to set up 
special ties with NATO 
tiirough which the two sides 
could discuss European and 
global security problems. 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Gracbex’ told a meeting of his 
counterparts from NATO, 
Eastern Europe and former 
Soviet republics that Moscow 
wanted to set up an “active 
mechamsnt” with NATO that 
would go beyond milita^ 
cooperation in tiie partnership 
for peace scheme. 

"‘We are suggesting creaU 
an active mechanism for 
mutual consultations on all 
kiafk of problems of Earopean 
and glcbsJ security.” Gen. 
Grachev told the meeting. 

I'hese consultations would 
work on a regular basis, not 
only when there was a crisis, he 
said, and would bring to|etber 
experts as well as top imlitary 
t^ciab and political leaders. 

Russia reaffirmed Wedaea- 
day tiiat it would sign NATO's 
partoerdup for peace without 
setting conditions but said it 
want^ (c sign & sei^ats deal 
with titc ailiance on issues such 
as control of nuclear weapons. 

“We are nor setting any pre- 


conditions for joining the part- 
neiship,” Gen. Grachev told 
reporters after meeting U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry at NATO Headquarters 
for more than an hour. 

“It wouldn’t be correct for 
Russia to set forth some spra- 
fic conditions for cooperation 
or trying to say that we want to 
occupy a better place, a so- 
called warmer pla^ under the 
son, in tbe pro^anune,” Gen. 
Grachev said. 

Mr. Perry and other NATO 
ministers welcomed the Rus- 
sian commitment to join tbe 
partnership, which provides 
for closer miHtaiy links be- 
tween tbe West and its former 
cold war foes. 

Russia’s commitment to sign 
the partnership scheme, 
although no date has been set, 
represents a major boost for 
NATO which launched the 
programme at tbe begmoing oi 
this year. Eighteen countries 
have already signed. 

Moscow, which has dis- 
agreed with NATO policy over 
Etonia and on some other 
issues, pcKtponed signing the 
partnership last month and 
said it wanted the alliance to 
recognise formally its status as 


a major world power. 

Those demands had worried 
both NATO and Moscow’s to- 
mer satellites in Eastern Euro- 
pean, wIk> feared they would 
be shot out of a secret rela- 
tionship between Russia and 
tire aUiance. 

“We are very (leased that he 
amxMmced the unotMiditioaal 
decision for joining the part- 
nership for peace,” Mr. Perry 
said. 

The barrel-cfaested Gracbev, 
wearing a dark blue suit in- 
stead of ^ general’s uniform, 
s^ be wonld present Russia’s 
proposals on a broader rela- 
tionship at Wednesday's meet- 
ing of NATO defence nrinia - 
ters with their counterparts 
from Eastern Eort^ and for- 
mer Soviet repoU^. 

Tlie Russian programme is 
siinpiy a broader cooper ati on 
with more events and more 
details... We have some provi- 
sions to cooperation wfaia are 
specific only to Russia and 
only to some of the partners 
for cooperation,*: Gen. 
Gracbev said. 

This could take the form of a 
protocol or agreement to be 
signed by NATO and Russia. 


F; Reynolds to meet on N. Ireland 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
hfinister Jonn Major and his 
Irish counterpart Albert 
Reync^ds are to meet in Lon- 
don Thursday to review Uie 
faltering progress of their 
Northern Ireland pesce initia- 
tive. British cficials said 
Wednesday. 

The ofndab. confirming the 
161^ GMT meeting at Mr. 
Major’s Downing Street resi- 
dence, said the two would take 
(he opponuni:>' to meet while 
Mr. Reynolds is in England to 
malce a speech to the Oxford 
Union Debating Society. 

Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Ma- 
jo.’’ agreed joint peace declara- 
tion a* December which they 
auiO oi^rcc the ’uest chance for 
peace in 25 years of conflict in 
Northern Ireiarid, from which 
Irish s^publican guerrillas are 
trying to oust Britain. 

It SGU^it to allay the fears of 
the Protestant majority, which 
wishes to »u> part of Britain, 
and the Catholic minority 
wirlch largely aspires to Irish 
unity. 

Bill the guerrillas have since 


filled the political vacuum in 
the province, killing five peo- 
ple in the past week. Thirty- 
two people have died in the 
conflict this year. 

Irish government sources 
s^d Mr. Reynolds and Mr. 
Major wouitl devote much of 
their meeting to launching a 
new round of toter-party talks 
involving Dublin. Loudon and 
the province’s political parties. 

The two governments have 
been exchanging documents on 
“a new fr^ework” to put 
political proposals onto the di- 
plomatic principles of the 
Downing Street document for 
some time, the sources said. 

Such discussions would nor 
exclude the IRA's political 
wing Sinn Fein, providing it 
abi«M by tbe Downing Street 
Declaration and renounced 
violence and got the Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) to end 
its war against British rule. 

They could also eventually 
involve the IRA's Protestant 
rivals providing there was a 
dear sign that tee ZS-year con- 
flict had been removed from 


wins election in Kentucky 


NEW YORK lAP) — :\ con- 
servati'.'e Republican won :i 
special election for the scat of 
rhe late Rep. William H. 
Natdier T'ucsday in a Ken- 
tucky district that has sent 
DemocraLs to Congress for the 
last *29 years. 

It was the second such vic- 
tory for the Republicans this 
year. In a special election ear- 
lier this month in Oklahoma, 
voters picked Republican 
Frsr.“ Luco.> to fill the sent of 


retiring Democrat Glenn En- 
glish. 

In other primary voting 
Tuesday, two figures from the 
Whitewater scandal were on 
tbeballot in Arkansas. And in 
Idaho, Attorney General 
Larry Echohawk won the 
Democratic nomination in his 
bid to become the nation's first 
Indian governor. His opponent 
for November is former 
Lieutenant Governor Phil 


I. Africa takes seat at U.N. conference 


TOKYO (Agei)cicsi — South 
African representatives look 
their seats alongside other 
U.N. mem’oers ,it a Yokohama 
cunference Wednesday — 20 
years ufie." Preloria's delegates 
were c.xpciiej from General 
As.semn]y business. 

The conference on disaster 
reduction, set up by the 
.Assembly, is the first U.N.- 
relatcd body since then Co give 
South .Africa a full role in its 
dcliberaiiuns. according to 
conference spokesman Mian 
Ouadrud-Din. 

South .\fric:i under its apar- 
theid regime, while never 
•hrown out of the United Na- 
no.xs. earned a wide variety of 
sanctions, en'.bargucs and re- 
curring condemnalior. 

As it mi.'veJ aw,iy from apar- 
ihied after non-binding 

cconitmie. husines.s, spurting 
and cultural sanctions voted by 
•he General Assembly were all 
lifted. 

Since .Mm-radal elections in 
April and the insinuation of a 
btok-ied government on May 
in. tee lust restrictions arc fast 


disappearing. 

The U.N. Security Council 
meeting later Wednesday was 
expected to lift a mandate^ 
arms embargo imposed in 
1977. 

in the coming weeks, the 
General Assembly appears cer- 
tain to allow South Africa to 
resume its .seat, suspended in 
1974. 

The Yokohama conference 
stole a march on the Assembly 
by “conditionally'' recognising 
South Africa's delegation. 

Mian Quadnid-Din said the 
credentials committee would 
meet Thursday and ratify the 
decision. “Ail the conditions 
for all these restrictions have 
disappeared. Today is a wel- 
come for South Africa." 

Meanwhile. Business. 
Iabi'<ur and the media Wednes- 
day hailed President Nelson 
Mandela’s speech to parlia- 
ment in which he launched an 
attack on poverty but. re- 
mained committed to fi.scai dis- 
cipline. 

"Encouraging and reassur- 
ing." was (he verdict of tee 
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Excuse me, officer!. 

you’ve dropped . 
your gun 

LONDON (R) — Bridslrf : 
police have bumched an iiK^ . 
quiiy into bow two Inda^L. ] 
police revolvers were found i 
tbe ro^ after ^jparoitty frdl-.rf)' ; 
ing off tee roof of a squad car. a: ^ 
Newspapers and t^evision^' : 
news reports said police hadr:- i 
ctnfirmed the incid^ .botbad-£.-. 

to give nxire detailg. ; 
A passer-by found tiie guns inV • 
tee town centre of Bladtenn^-r; i 
norteern Errand Sondw and:> 
handed them in. They*^' : 
apparently fell off tee roof ttf v.: 
tee ptdice car, vAnat had.V 
accidentally been left a shifF'< : 
change-over, n e w^i ^ iCT sakL'* ' 
The gaffe is lik^ to refuel a;; ' 
row over wbetter or not to«- ; 
provide guns for the - 

tiooaUy unanned Britite Adioe ; 

Force. The govenunmti taster ! 
week announced it was easing ; 
rules to spedal armed : 

spoasc vefaides wli^ patto'*^ : 
tee streets of Britain’s dtie&tV - 
Tbe change wffi aOow crews in!!; ' 

London to cany their we^xms^- > 
rather than ke^ teem lo^ed.!* : 
iqi in tee boot. Police unioK^.,-. 
argnii^ their memben ate D-.!j 
creasingly coming undeir- ; 
.attack, have been azgahig thati ^ i 
tee ti^tioaal Britefa "bob-if- 
bies” should be better prqr/ : 
t6cted« 

I 

Chinagrows a : 
‘strawberries 
bi^er than eggs’ ^ 

y. 

BEIJING (R) — Clitna haw .-, 
developed a new strain oEt; ; 
strawberry *’big^r than a' : 
dneken eg^” and is now pran- .? ' 
oting it nationwide, tee offit^r . 
Xinhua News Agency said:: 
Wednesday. The **Niunber.'' 
Two ShimeT' strawberry ■ 
bote Ugger and sweeter tfaaoi''* ' 
those now imported from*. 
Japm, tbe news said, -t 

adidiiig that one i&nted bec-‘ 
tare could produce twice 8S-> 
many berries as tbe Japanese.! 
straiD. ’’Devetopmeiit of tee'.! 
new strain of str a wberries took - ! 
experts nine years,” TOnhua!-^ 
quoted (Petals at tee Shi- ; 
jiaziiaanng Print Growing Re-,'. 
seante Inriitate as saying. 

Cat urine may 
havesparked 
fire in Japan 

TOKYO (R> — Japanese fii^; . 
men.suqi^ a Mare that de-JV. 
titiyed a .fanner’s shed was!v . 
caused by cat urine see|Hiig 
into a b^ of Hme, a police!! 
spokesman said Wednesday.-; < 
Nobody was hurt in tee myste-.. ! 
nous fire that broke out at.. 
Mnroto-Sbi, on the souteern ' 
island of Shikoku, on April 24. 

The qwkesman investiga- 
tors fi^ found DO evidence of,-. 
arson. Cat mine “seems to be>:- 
tee strongest possiiHiity at tte / 
moment,” be added. The onlyj • 
does found by firefighters sift- ^ ' 
iim the debris were the bodto.;^ ; 
of two kittens and the burned'^ | 
remnants of a 50 kg (110 ib)v ' 
bag of lime. Dampness makes-;; : 
hme highly inflammaUe but, ‘ 
tbe police qrokestnan said, it.r ; 

was sunny on tee day of tee 

fire. Moreover, tbe hut was in 
the mountains with no water 
, source nearby. Ail diese dr- ' 
cnmstaoces prompted investi- ; i 
gators to surmise that the kit- ' 
tens' urine bad trickled into tbe 
bag of lime, making it nnstah la 
and eventu^ly ignrang it. Far- 
mers commonly use time to 
improve soil cemdition. 

Malaysia alarmed j- 
over young loafers' 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — !■! ; 
Malaysian youths spend an 
average of 16 hours a week, or 
one monte of tee )war, han gin g ** 
out at shopixng complexes and 
recrratioi^ centres, tte New 
Straits Times said Wednesday. 

A government survey of the 
“lepak” or loafing culture!' j 
found that 7! per cent of those f 
surveyed smoked, 40 per cent i • 
watched pornogr^riiic videos, i J 
28 per cent gambled, 25 per ' 
cent drank aloobol and 14 per 
cent took hard drags. TTie . 
roy of 5,860 youths between ' 
tee ages of 13 and 21, con- !; 
ducted by the Youth and = 
Sports Ministry, b likely to 
come as a shock to many in ’ 
Malaysia. Youth and Sports '• • 
Minister Abdul Ghani Ote-!! 
man, Mk> described tee major . • 
findings of tbe survey at a 
university seminar, said tbe • 
government was especially^* 
worried about the increase in s 
hard-drag use. He said 76 670 - 
new heroin addicts were ktenti--^ 
fied between 1990 and last ? 
year. Malaysian courts can inw .; 
pose the death sentence to ' s 
people convicted of possessing- < 
even small amounts of hard: : 
drugs. Mr. Othman said tee - 
survey would form the basU of, : 
a nationwide i^an to be lann- / 
ched by Prime Minister-': 
Mahatnir Mohammad in Au- •• 
gust mmed at tackling the g 
leimk problem, tee New i 
atraits Times reported. 


tee streets of Belfast and else- 
where. 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Maybew said the 
two governments were work- 
ing on the new framework ear- 
lier this year and the sources 
said it was a delicate, long- 
tonn operation that would re- 
quire careful coordination. 

They recalled that the 
Downing Street declaration it- 
self was tee product of months 
of drafting and redrafting be- 
fore it was made public as tee 
best opportunity for peace in 
years. 

It is unlikely to be published 
until stMne time after tee Euro- 
pean elections and maybe not 
until early July, said one 
source familiar with the discus- 
sions. 

They said the framework 
would be made public even if 
Sinn Fein continue to “pre- 
varicate" on the Downing 
Street text and de^te grumb- 
lings from Northern Ireland's 
political leaders about a pro- 
cess involving the Dublin gov- 
ernment. 


Ban. who defeated three other 
candidates. 

In Kentucky's 2nd district, 
with 75 per cent of precincts 
reporting, Ron Lewis, a minis- 
ter and owner of a fun- 
damentalist Christian book- 
store, had 31,242 votes, or 55 
per cent, and Joe Ffrather, a 
former state legislator and for- 
mer state Democratic chair- 
man, had 25.720, or 45 per 
cent. 


South African Chamber of 
Business (SACOB). which 
represents the bulk of the 
country’s large companies. 

A SACOB spokesman also 
said business was more than 
willing to support Mr. Mande- 
la's Reconstruction and De- 
velopment Programme (RDP), 
which aims to attack the back- 
logs in black areas created by 
apartheid. 

Dealers said the market had 
reacted positively, espedally to 
the re-appointment of central 
Reserve Bank Governor Chris 
Stals. 

Market analysts also said the 
speech would give confidence 
to overseas investors who have 
been delaying their entry into 
South Africa until their wa.s 
clarity on future economic 
policy. 

Mr. Mandela focused on the 
ROP in his state of the nation 
address to parliament in Cape 
Town Tuesday, ending his 
speech with an appeal to all 
^uth Africans: “Let us get 
down to work.” 
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_ NEWS IN BRIEF 

Australia withdraws World Cup bid 

SYDNEY (R) ^ Australiy withdrew i:& !i:d Wedncsd^v to 
s.'jc the World Cap in COC, then immedi.itclv annocnccd a 
«j? *“i toamanient four yeari later The dcoMun 

i.n*!tvirly aitlrtnnfed to a ^iciory fo? the Australian Soccct 
, xHfcratiun f ASF), the sante's natiuoal governing bndv, over 
S^y^niijient. Last week. Victoria Premier 
Jeff lUimett announced a bid for the 2002 World Cup without 

‘fJeV*!!® *”*■’ Australia’s other fiw states. The 

.AST had consuitently favoured an applicaxuni for 2006 ''Wc 

5.” “■ Prciideni 

Nlv.I!c Wran fo-tirAing a t^o-faour raecnng with Kennett at 
Airport. .Ai pan of the in.-nprotni,e deal. Melbourne 
M bos* the final, ultile Sydney in 

^uih ” ® would stage the opening ceremony and fir^l 
T’la.tii. inis l; i*nf jjs! a urciuti, ii »iU be a great bid." baid 
Kennetr afterwards. 

Olajuwon wins MVP award 

NEW' AORK (R) — Hakeem Olajawtin of the Houston 
Rockets wa< named the National Basketball Association's 
n-.fKt viLuablc player Tuesday fur the 1995-W season. Ola- 
juwon averaged 2'7.3 p«:ini;> and 11.9 rebounds per game* in 
iuUding uic Rockets to their second successive Midwest 
divisji>n title this seusun. Otajuwon was named NBA defensise 
p'.iiyer of the year lor the lecond straight season last week. The 
Nigenan-bOTij centre received SS9 points, including 66 first- 
place votes, fjutn a nationwide panel of 101 wnters and 
broadcasters. Olajuwirn. the first centre to win the MVP 
jiw.ird since Moses Maloac of the 7t>ers in I9ffi-83. was the 
only player named on ail 191 bailufs. David RobtRson of the 
San Amoniti Spurb fini'-bed second in ihe halloitng with 24 
fiTst-place votes and 730 points. Scotue Pippen of the Chicago 
Bulls wns third with seven first-place votes and 390 points. 
Shaquille O'.Ncal nl' the Orlando .Magic was fourth with three 
fi/M-piace vxtfes .ind points and Patrick Ewing of the .New 
'• Irk K.nicks w'as fifrh with one first-place vote and 255 points. 

Violence mars Greek championship finale 

ATHENS (R) — Violence marred Greek baskeihall again 
Tuesday, as CHympiakos clinched their seound straight domes- 
tic championship after beating Paok Salonika 70.65 in the 
season's decider. Two seconds from time fans hurled flares 
and coins onto the court. Paok players rushed to the dressing 
rooms after one of them was hit on the head by a coin and the 
match was intemipted for 40 minutes. Korac Cup winners 
Paok returned after being reminded that a permanent walkoff 
w'ould jeopardise their place in next sea.son's European 
competitions. Olympiakos coach Yannis loanntdes made an 
impassioned plea to the 14,000 fans over the stadium’s 
loudspeakers. Fervent Greek fans have a record of trouble and 
hasketbali chiefs have warned previously crowd misbehaviour 
could cost Athens next year's European nations cham- 
pionship. 

Morrison knocks down Griffin 

TULSA. Okia (AP) — Heavyweight Tommy Morrison 
knodeed down Sherman Griffin in the first round and rolled to 
a 10-round unanimous decision Tuesday night. Morrison 
(41-2) caught Griffin with a leading right with 1:14 left in the 
first round and scored with a combination and seemed beaded 
for an easy night. Griffin (14-3) wouldn’t back down, catching 
Morrison repeatedly with uppercuts when they were against 
the ropes. But he could not put his i^ponent on the deck. Two 
judges scored it 98-91 and the third had 97-92. Morrison's 
kno^down was the only one in the fight, but Griffin came 
close on several occasions. Late in the third round, Morrison 
complained of a low blow and then fired three straight rights 
that stuiK Griffin as the bell sounded. Griffin opened a cut 
under N&rrison's right eye witb a left hook in the fourth 
auud. The St. Louis fighter landed an overhand ri^t along 
(h(i ropes and finished with a right ui^rcup. He continued the 
pftice in the fifth round with another ri^t that cut Morrison's 
lower lip. From the fifth round on, it was a matter of who's 
legs would hold up. Griffin moved around the ring along the 
ropes and successfully drew Morrison in, allowing Griffin to 
land repeated uppercuts. Morrison found his stride in the 
et^ch round with a left hook that sent Griffin reeling. By that 
point, both fighters were too tUed to finish it off. 

Veart signs for Shield United 

ADELAfDE, Australia (AP) — Australian inteinationai 
striker Carl Veart was traded Wednesday by national cham- 
pion Adelaide City to English first division club Sheffield 
United. The iransf^er fee was around S6G0,(XX), Australian 
A.'uociu'.ed Prc:>s reported. Vean was set to join English 
premier league team Evenon last year, but the deal was 
delayed by work permit problems and eventually fell through. 
Veart scored 16 goals for Adelaide City in the 1993-94 season 
and strarred for the dub in its 3-0 victory over Sheffield United 
in an exhibition match last week. Veart, 24, currently £5 
playing with the Australian national team in Japan. 
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Top-seeded Graf, Sampras 
advance in French Open 

PARIS lAP) — After unex- 

peeled struggles, top seeds ~ 

Steffi Graf and Pete Sampras ^1^^- 

advnnivH if, the 'Sfe,;*/- .: . r ‘ .+<1 
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two ItalinB mUhary coUcagnes daring a fniaittg which wIB last tlH May 30 (AFP photo) I 
aessimi in Rome Tuesday prior to the eighth I 


Knicks hold off Pacers in 
conference finals opener 


NEW YORK (R) - The New 
Yiirk Knicks. led by Patrick 
Ewing's 2>S points. 1 1 rebounds 
and SIX blocked shuts, held off 
the Indiana Facets in the 
(ounh quarter to win the first 
game of the Eastern Confer- 
eni'c finals li'X'f-.H9 Tuesday. 

"We could easily have Inst 
It.'' said Ewing. “They made a 
gallant effort to a>mc back but 
wc withstood it." 

Game two of the best-of- 
seven series is TItursduy in 
New York. 

Indiana came back from a 
16-point deficit to cut the 
Knicks* lead to two points with 
just over four minutes left, but 
New York guard Hubert Davis 
answered with a clutch 3- 
poinler to stem the tide. 

"I saw a little daylight,'' said 
Davis. “1 felt that I could make 
the shot and fortunately it went 
in for me. 

Despite an 8-0 run by Indi- 
ana to start the game. New 
York built a 16-point lead in 
the first half, S3-37. Ewing 
scored 14 pants in Ihe first half 
and Chailes Oakley, who finsished 
with 20 points' and 13 re- 
bounds, had 12 in the half. 

The Pacers trailed after 
three quarters, 70-63, but then 


gradually worked their way 
back into the game. When 
Vern Fleming hit a running 
hank shot with 4;08 remaining, 
the Knicks' lead was jiLst 85-83. 

"Wc got woken up tonight 
by their comeback, and it 
wiiMi'l a quick one," said 
Davis. “They came buck slow- 
ly. and tht'it showed what kind 
of heart the Indiana Pacers 

have." 

Indiana, seeded fifth in the 
cast, hud come buck from 
double-digit deficits to “siear 
playoff openers on the road, 
against Orlando and Eastern* 
Conference top seed Atlanta. 

“We made a point at half- 
time about their comebacks in 
their games against Orlando 
and Atlanta," said New York 
coach Pat Riley. "We knew 
they would probably make a 
push and they did." 

But after Davis’s 3-pointer 
at 3:SU made it 88-83, the 
Pacers never came closer than 
six the rest of the way. 

"The biggest play of the 
game was when they cut it to 
8S-83," said Riley. "Hubert 
Davb's 3-point shot, and then 
Charles Oakley made two un- 
believable offensive tip-ins.” 

Indiana coach Larry Brown 


paid special tribute to Oakley. 
“1 thought he was the differ- 
ence." Brown said. 

Riley felt that fatigue from 
New S'ork's emotional game 
seven win Sunday over ffieir 
old nemesis, the three-time de- 
fending champion Chicago 
Bulls, had taken a toll in the 
second half. "! think the game 
was won on sheer will in the 
second half,” Riley said. 

Rik Smits led Indiana with 
27 points. 

“Rik had a tremendous 
game.” Ewing said. 'Tve got 
to stop letting him get the ball 
so deep.” 

New York got good play 
from all four guards, even 
though Johan Statics got just 
three points and Derek Harper 
five. Greg Anthony scored a 
career playoff-high 16 points 
with three 3-pointers and 
Davis had 12 points. 

But most important, the 
Knicks guards held Indiana’s 
leading scorer Reggie Miller to 
14 points. 

”We made Reggie earn his 
points,” said Harper. ”He 
didn’t get too many good looks 
at the basket tonijmt." 


PARIS lAP) — .After unex- 
pected struggles, top seeds 
Steffi Graf and F^te Sampras 
advanced Wednesday to the 
third round of the' French 
Open. Graf played poorly, and 
Sampras had his hands full 
with the youngest, worst- 
ranked player in the field. 

Maredo Rios, an 18-year- 
old Chilean ranked 2i(3rd. 
forced Sampras into two close- 
ly fought tiebreakers before 
the No. i-ranked Califo.'Tiian 
prevailed. 7-6 (7-5i, 7-6. (7-4), 

6- 4. 

Schoolchildren packed into 
Centre Court cheered boister- 
ously for the Chilean, who 
played the biggest, best match 
of his life confidently in a 
backwards white baseball cap, 
gold earring and shoulder- 
length black hair. 

“You have lo give him a lot 
of credit," Sampras said. “He 
didn't let the situation make 
him nervous or intimidated... 
He came out swinging away, 
nothing to lose. That's the way 
it should be." 

Sampras was joined in the 
third round by .No. 4 ^eed ' 
Andrei Medvedev of L'kraine, 
who beat Nicklas Kulti of 
Sweden. 6-4, 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 

7- 5. 

Graf, pursuing her fifth O'd- 
secutive Grand Slam title, was 
broken early in each set by 
67ih-ranked 'Stephanie Router 
of the Netherlands, but came 
back to win 7-5. 6-3. 

Afterward, she was blunilv 
self-critical. 

"I played badly.” she said. 
“Even during the warmups I 
was thinking already I wasn't 
playing well.” 

'The wins by Graf, Sampras 
and other seeds reversed a 
trend of first-round upsets. 
Three of the 16 seeded men 
and six of the women — in- 
cluding four of the top eight — 
lost thier opening matches. 

The disarray in the women’s 
ranks has boiled the chances 
of lower seeds like No. 9 Lind- 
say Davenport, No. 10 Mary 
Joe Fernandez, No. 12 Mary 
Pierce and No. 15 Helena 
Sukova, all second-round win- 
ners Wednesday. 

Hie 6-foor-2 (1.88-metre) 
Davenport. 17, overcame fel- 
low American Chanda Rubin 
'in the completion of a sus- 
pended match, 6-7 (7-2). 6-4, 
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Italy's Sylvia Farina jubilates alter her match against Aigend- 
nian Gabrieb -^harini Tuesday during the first round of (he 
French Open. Farina won 2-6, 6-2. 6-4 (AFP photo) 


6-2. Femanilc? roisie*^ Mex- 
ico's Angelica G_I\adon. &-ii. 
6 - 1 . 

Pierce, raised j.i Floridd Lvj'. 
playing for France, crushed 17- 
year-old Maria France .ca Ben- 
tivoglioof haly. 6-«>. i>' . Shi is 
the only seed left in Iserqu.'.rter 
of the draw and could make 
the stmifinals — pr.-ihably 
againsr Graf — without facing 
a highly ranked player en 
route. 

"I ir.' not to think about it 
and just conceniraie on m\ 
game." Pierce said “1 hope I 
can get as far os the semifinals 
so 1 can play against Steffi. 
That would definitely be :i very 
exciting match. 

Sukova, a Czech, overtook 
Britain's Oare Wood. 2-'-. 6-3. 
6 - 2 . 

Rios, winner of onlv S17,98U 


:n .n brief pro-career, had 
-que:'keJ into his first Grand 
SLini b'. winning three qual- 
ifying matches. He beat 
.mi’iiier liitlo-known qualifier, 
usiraiia'^ .loshua Eagle, 
Mi>rdi.v. earning :he right to 
‘■cwrd-rv'.iTid ma:ch with Sam- 
pms. 

He described himself as an 
.Andre .Agassi fan. and said he 
felt no fear on Centre Court. 

"When i started playing, I 
tried to concentrate on my 
game," he said. "1 didn't try to 
think that I was playing with 
Sampras... I was playing good, 
with a lot of confidence." 

Sampras, astonishingly out- 
aced by Rios 7 to 4. said he was 
content to "bring it out" from 
the Dateline, rather than play- 
ing serve-nnd-volley. 


Villeneuve sets Indy 
novice speed mark 


Drivers concerned at instability 
of ‘safer’ Formula One cars 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 
(AFP) — The late Gilles Vil- 
leneuve would be proud of his 
son, the fastest rookie ever in 
the Indianapolis 500. 

The former Formula One 
racer, killed in a 1983 crash in 
Canada, has passed his love of 
racing to a new generation. 

"You always retain some 
things from your parents,” Vil- 
leneuve said. "Hopefully I re- 
tained the good things." 

Villeneuve was the fourth- 
fastest qualifier for Sunday's 
lndiana[Mlis 500. He will start 
on row two, directly behind 
another second-generation 
driver, pole sitter Al Unser 
Jnr. But unlike Unser, Cana- 
da's Villeneuve has had to 
overcome tragedy. 

"My father died when I was 
12 and I didn’t get any en- 
couragement from my 
mother," Villeneuve said. “It 
was maybe the best way to 
icam. You make your own 
mistakes. But I always knew I 
would race. No question. I was 
always in fast sports, like skiing 
or motor racing." 

Villeneuve qualified at 
226.259 mph (3(&2.014 km/h) in 
a Coswonh-fMivered Reynard 
chassis. His speed was 4.5 mph 
(7.1 km/h) faster than any 
other Indy rookie ever timed 
and surpassed his wildest 
dreams. 

“1 never expected to be this 
fast," he said. "1 was flat out in 
qualifying. It feels great to be 
on the second row." 

Villeneuve is one of nine 
fir&i-iime Indy starters, but the 
only one in the first four rows. 
He is also the only newcomer 
with strong Formula One ties. 

Villeneuve raced from 1989- 
1991 in the Italian Formula 
Tluee series, then .spent 1992 
on Japan's Formula Three cir- 
cuit. He discovered the Indy- 


car circuit while in Japan. 

"Until two years a^, yew 
hardly heard about Indy-car in 
Europe,” Villeneuve said. ‘‘T 
couldn’t read the papers in 
Japan so I didn’t read about it 
there either. I saw the Indy 500 
there for the first time in 1992 
and it was quite exciting, even 
if T fell asleep because it was 
five in the morning. I woke up 
for the last lap, so it was OK." 

Villeneuve raced in the For- 
mula Atlantic series last season 
and announced his Indy-car 
bid eight months ago. 

“I had wanted to come here 
a year earlier, but 1 didn’t want 
to make a stupid decision and 
not go out with a top-level 
team behind me," Villeneuve 
said. 

He drives for Australian na- 
tive Barry Green, whose team 
is based here. 

“The team is a winner. I’m 
the only inexperienced per- 
son," Villeneuve said. “'What's 
important to going fast here is 
working well wnth the car and 
Barry has made this a most 
comfortable car." 

Villeneuve made his debut 
in Australia, finishing I7th af- 
ter bumping the car of rival 
Stefan Johansson of Sweden in 
a fight for fifth place. 

Villeneuve qualified second- 
fastest at the second race of the 
year in Phoenix on his 23rd 
birthday. ' 


LONDON (R) <- Two of Bri- 
tain’s leading Formula One 
racing driveis expressed con- 
cern Wednesday at the insta- 
bility of the latest qirafication 
"safer” cars they will race in 
this weekend’s Spanish Giand 
Prix. 

In the wake of Portuguese 
■Pedro Lamy's accident Tues- 
day while testing a Lotus at 
Silverstone — the latest in a 
series of crashes iii Ftninula 
One — Mark Blundell and 
Martin Brundle expressed a 
lack of confidence about the 
safety levels of their cars. 

Laimy was reported to be in a 
comfortable condition on 
Wednesday after breaking 
both kneecaps and a thigh in 
hb 240 kph accident. 

Blundell, who drives for the 
TyrreU Team, said he felt the 
inodified cars, with their down- 
force reduced by 25 per cent, 
were "a bit of a culture shock” 
and were not any safer than 
before. 

Brundle, who finished 
second for McLaren in the 
recent Monaco (jiand Prix. 
said he was more concerned 
about the timescale for the 
changes. 

”(^r car is not too bad,” 
said Brundle. "But 1 want to 
reserve judgement — 1 want to 
drive it in the wet, where 
there's standing water." 

Both drivers h^ tested their - 
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cars in the new configuration 
witb 25 per cent less downforoe ' 
at Silverstone last week. 

The dianges were forced 
uptm their teams by the Inter- 
national Motoring Federation 
(FIA) after Austrian Karl 
Wendlinger suffered critical 
head injuries at Monaco 
Grand Prix. 

IBs accident followed the 
deaths of Austrian Roland 
Ratzenberger and three limes 
world champion Brazilian Ayr- 
ton Senna at the ill-faced San 
Marino Grand Prix. 

Blundell said of the new 
cars: "They’re Afferent. To be 
honest, it’s a bit of a shock for 
a driver like me who b from 
the power-relative-to-grip gen- 
eration.” 

In an interview with Motor- 
ing News. pubUsbed Wednes- 
day, Blundell was quoted 
saying: "For some of the 
others, like Mvcin, who were 
there in the days of 1 .200 
horsepower and low down- 
force, it may not be so bad. 

"But for me it’s daunting, 
partly because the changes 
have been made in such a short 
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timescale. Some people seem 
to have lost sight of the point 
of the changes which were to 
make things safer. 

“I wouldn't say these cars 
are now more dangerous but 
they're not any safer. They’re 
3.5 seconds a lap slower but 
they’re no safer. There 
going to be a feu lean’^ in 
Barcelona who haven't lumed 
a wheel until Friday and I don't 
think that b making it safer." 

Brundle said he felt there 
was significantly less grip. 

"The car is less pure to 
drive. Before, it used to be an 
extension of yourself and 
would go where you pointed it. 
Il'reminds me of a lew vear> 


ago in terms of the overall level 
of grip. 

"Terminal speeds are the 
same and you arrive in the 
braking area at the same speed 
so if anything goes wrong that 
Reeds looking at. That’s why 
I’d like to see a reduction in 
■cower 1(. go with ;l. ' 

SliTiJell said he was worried 
about the wet conditions which 
were u possibility at the Span- 
ish Grand Prix. 

Ke vaid: “'iVhat happens 
when it rains and you hit a 
puddle without so much down- 
force? You’re just going to 
aquaplane. Barcelona can 
iriekv in the wet." 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Somali peace talks open 


(AFP) — '^e United Nations has sponsored a new 
of prace ta^ in southern Somalia, but many Somali 
™s^n leaders foiled to turn up, a U.N. spokesman said 
Wednesday. Leaders of a southern faction allied to warlord 
ntohajiui^ Farah Aideed were absent from the opening of 
the talks in the port dty of Kismayu, attended by the leader of 
a nva! group, Mohai^ad Said Hersi, known as “General 
Morg^,” son-in-law of ousted ruler Mohammad Siad Barre. 
Mr. Aideed's chief finander Osman Ato was there, but Somali 
analysts said it was undear whether Mr. Ato was still a dose 
adviMr te the wariori. Kismayu, 500 Idlometres soutl^west of 
uie capital Mogadishu, has b^n repeatedly battered by 
nghting between two rival factions of the Somali Patriotic 
Movement, (Mie led by Mr. Morgan and the other, allied with 
Mr. Aideed, by Omm Jess. 


Israeli tank kills one in Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (AP) — Israeli troops killed a 
Lebanese former with tank fire In South Lebanon Wednesday 
af^ they ^parendy mistook him for a guerrilla, U.N. sources 
said. Ri^d Mansour, 60, was working in the fields at 5 a.m. 
(0200 GMT) near the village of Taibeh when an Israeli patrol 
detected movement, said a U.N. officer in the area. A tank 
fired two cannon rounds, killing Mr. Mansour, said the officer 
of the Finnish battalion of the U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon. He spoke on condition of anonymity. Taibeh, abont 
4 miles (6 kilometFes) wes t of IsraePs northern Galilee 
panhandle, is policed by UNIFIL's Finnish battalion. Tte 
village sits on the edge of the eastern sector of an endave 
Israel occupies in southern Lebamm as a “security zone” to 
shield its northern towns from cross-border guerrilla attacks. 
Tbe inddent came a day after Israeli warplanes attacked 
ShThe Mudim guerrilla bases in Iqlim A1 Tunah north of the 
security zone in «q^»rent retaliation for rocket attacks on 
Israefi^ld territoty. 


France evacuates 361 from Yemen 


PARIS (R) — France said two of its naval vessels evacuated 
361 foreigners from the northern Yemeni dty of Hodeidah. 
The naval nipport ship Jules Verne and a landing craft took 
out 340 Djiboutis, 13 French, six Yemenis, a Canadian and a 
Somali, the Defence Mmistry said in a statement. The vessels 
were expected in Djibouti Wednesday morning. After fighting 
en^ted between forces in noitiiem and southern Yemen 
earlier tins month, French planes and wai^ips evacuated 
1,456 foreigDers in a foir-day (^ration. 


ilAuslim rebels kill 15 Burmese soldiers 


DHAKA (R) — Muslim rd>ds fighting for an independeut 
home la nd in west Banna's Arakan proraioe said Burmese 
troops have detained some 20,(KK) Mu^m villagers to work as 
army porters and to use as human shieldfi apingr the 
guenillas. Tlie all^atioa was made in a statement by the rebel 
Rofm^a Sttiidarity Organisation (RSO) foxed to news 
agencies in Ban^adesh Tuesday night stating that its forces 
loUed 15 Burmese soldiers in clash^ last week. It said 11 
soldiers were lolled and several wounded when RSO guerrillas 
ambushed an army patrol on May 19 near Fansi village 48 
kilometres north of Buthidaung township. Four other soldiers 
were killed and an unspecified nomber wounded in three other 
encounters between R^ and Burmese forces from May 19 to 
21, it added. Earlier, the RSO claimed to have killed nine 
Burmese soldiers in a series of between May 3 and 13 
near Maungdaw township in Arakan. 


Malawians surprised by Muluzi’s cabinet 


BLANTYRE (AFP) — The cabinet ap po in ted by new 
Midawian Resident Bakiii Midozi surprised observers who 
had hoped he would nppanA membeis of t^nsition parties to 
key portfolios in an attempt to bridge tbe tribal and regional 
diviiion s revealed by last week's elections. Mr. Muluzi's 
United Democratic Front (UDF) swmt tbe vote in the south, 
but tbe Maiatri Congress Party (MCP) of former President 
Hastings Kamuzu Banda took the central regian and the 
Alliance for Democracy (Aford) won all parliamentary seats 
in the north. The UDF took 84 of the 177 parliamentary seats, 
five short of a working majority, and is negotiating a coalition 
wiA Aford, whidi won 36, The MCP won 55 seats, but Mr. 
Mulna has ruled out any power sharing with Mr. Banda's 
party. It was widely antidpmed tiiat the new president wotdd 
offer some senior cabinet posts to Aford. In paitiodar, the 
home affsiis portfolio was expected to go to Aford leader 
Chakafwa Chthma. Mr. Molnzi surprised anal^ Iqr offier ii^ 
the post to UDF lawyer Peter FacU and leaving «ndy a few 
ntiaor posts avsilabte for Aford. 


SOng Fahd to visit Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Saudi Arabia's King Fahd has accepted 
an invitation to visit Pakistan, a Pakistan government state- 
mem said Tuesday. Pakistaiii Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
extended die invitation when she met tiie king this week 
durii^ tbe mmual Muslim pilgrim^e of haj to Smidi Arabia, 
the statement said. It ^ve no date for the visit. 


Iran to continue dialogue with UAE 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said it favoured bolding talks with the 
United Aiw Emirates (UAE) to try and resolve their 
soue r e^nty diqnde over tim Gulf island of Abu Musa. The 
Iranian news agency (IRNA) said Iranian parliament speaker 
>Ui Akbar Natieq-Nonri Tiiesday told a news conference 
“hBater^ talks should continue to resolve the minor disputm 
between the two c o uutii es.” But Mr. Nateq-Nouri said 
ffl itii j d e* * shonld not intefere in the islands dispute. IRNA said 
be was referring to a recent remark by Saud Arabia's King 
Fahd “who skied witii tiie UAE in its di^te witii Iran over 
the islfflMl.'' Saudi Arabia's King Fahd in a joint statement 
with Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz Sunday said Iran 
should “return three islands" to the UAE to improve Tehran's 
relatKMis with Golf Arab states. Tbe UAE said Iran in 1992 
virtually awnered Abu Musa, jointly oontrofled by the two 
countries under an agreement in 1971. In response tbe UAE 
reassert its to the two Greater and Lesser Tumbs 

frfaiufa wliidi Iran oooipied in 1971 under tbe late shah. Talks 
have been stalled anoe last year. Iran rejects any link between 
Abo Musa and the other two islands. 


Syria regrets article about Jews 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Syrian officials, responding to a 
complaint by Secretary of State Warren Christopher, say they 
regret jNiblication of an artide in the Syria Times that mseited 
Jews bad undue influence over U.S. foreign policy and 
American media. The article in the English-language news- 
paper appeared before Mr. Christopher flew to Damascus last 
w^ for taiiK with President Hafez Assad and Foreign 
Miiiister Farouk Sbaraa on a settlement with Israel. It s^ 
Jews operating behind the scenes bad taken charge of foreign 
policy and the media,8nd that 30 per cent of Protestant bishops 
wm Jews. Mr. Christopher condemned the artide when 
reporteR brought it to his attention and instructed Ambassa- 
dor Christopher Ross to register a complaint with the Synan 
government. Mr. Ross pointed out the artide was full of 
errors, fact and analysis, reflected l^y on Syria “and was 
written in an inflammatory tone reminisceot of Nazi propagan- 
da," Michael McCuny, the State Department spokesmM, 
said Tuesday. "The Syrian offidals expressed regret about the 
content and tone of the artide. They said the arucle had not 
been commissioned by the govemmeni and had no official 
standing,” Mr. McCurry said. While the government has “a 
substantial control and say over thmgs that appwr in t^ 
media," the United States is unable to detcmiine whether the 
artide' on Jews was commissioned, he said. 


Trade Centre defendant’s family say Israeli plot 


By Snlebnan A1 *Chai«di 

Reuter 


ZARQA — The Jordanian 
mother and father of a man 
sentenced for bombing New 
York’s World Trade' Centre 
have proclaimed his inno- 
cence, saying he was a victim 
of an Israeli plot to smear the 
reputation of Arabs in the 
West. 

Their son, Mohammad 
Salameh, 26, was among four 
Muslim "fundamentalists" 
sentenced Tuesday to 240 
years each in prison by a U.S. 
f^ral judge in New York, 
llie parents told Reuters Tues- 
day night that Israeli tntelli- 
genoe had framed him. 

“God wreak vengeance on 
the judge and Israel, the whole 
world knows my son is inno- 
cent... it's an unjust sentence, I 
will continue to cry forever," 
said the sobbing 45-year-old 
mother of 11 children. 

In sentencing Mr. Salameh, 
U.S, District Judge l^in Duf- 
fy called him a “sneak and a 
coward” and said the target 
that was chosen was inten&d 
“to kill the greatest number of 
people possible.” 

Mr. Salameh, a Jordanian 
cit i zen of Palestinian descent, 
was arrested last year after he 
tried to get a $400 dqx>sft bade 
on a yellow rental van that 
contained the bomb. 

The Feb. 26, 1993 bomb, 
which ripped through the gar- 
age level of the skyscraper at 
lunchtime, killed six people 
and injured more than 1,000 
and caused hundreds of mil- 
lion dollars in damage. 

the blast shocked Amer- 
icans with the realisation that 
the United States was no lon- 
ger safe from such violence. 

"Where is demoCTacy in 
America? It's only because my 
son is a Mislim they framed 
him,” Mr. Salameh's mother 
said. 

She was speaking to repor- 
ters at the family's modest 
borne in Zarqa, 25 kilometres 



An artist's shows tbe four dcfemiaiits in 

fee Worid Trade Centre trial speaking to U-S, 
District Judge Kevin Dufly (right) before feehr 
(Left to ri^t) Mohammad Salameh, 
Nidal Ayyad, and Mahmnd Aboohalena wcr 


each given 240 year prison terms whOe Ahmad 
am (HeM) te he sentenced later. The 
prosecution team sHs In front of fee defendants 
(AFP |dioto) 


from Amman, where many 
Palestinian reftigees took up 
residenoe after being forced to* 
leave the West Bank after 
Israel captured it in 1967. 

Her husband, Amin 
Salameh, 52, a retir^ lieute- 
nant in the Jordanian army, 
said: “How could they have 
sentenced him for 240 yean? I 
trill appeal this unjust sentence 
made in the shadw of Amer- 
ican justice which boasts of its 
fairness." 

Mr. Amin said be was con- 
vinced that his s(Mi Mohammad 
was a victim of a “frameup by 
the Israeli intelligence to smear 
the reputation of the /^bs 
and Muslims." 

He said the sentence made 
him lose what little faith he had 
in American justice and demo- 
cracy. “When I heard the sent- 


ence, 1 asked myself where is 
justice, democracy and human 
rights which America says it 
defends and stands for." 


Mr. Amin said Mohammad, 
the eldest of his children, had 
gone to the Unit^ States to 
help support his large family. 

His mother said the sentence 
was a cniei punishment to his 
brothers and sisters who had 
set high hopes that Moham- 
mad would one day raise them 
out of their plight. 

“The court has told the fami- 
iy 'go die of hunger'," she said. 

“My son is not an evil man 
and never committed a crime 
in his life, his pages are white.” 
Mr. Amin said. 

Ramzi, 18-year-old brother 
of Mohammad, said: “Israeli 
intelligence Mossad saw 


Mohamrhad was a sheikh and a 
devout Muslim and so framed 
it on him. It's all their work." 

AP adds Amin Salameh and 
Rima Ayyad, tbe wife of NidaJ 
Ayyad, the second Jord^ian 
who also got 240 years jail 
term, said they planned to use 
all means possible to overturn 
the ruling issued by the U.S. 
district court in Lower Man- 
hattan Tuesday. 

Prosecutors said Mr. Ayyad, 
a chemical engineer, personal- 
ly obtained the ingre^nts for 
fee bomb, and then sent sever- 
al letters to news agencies soon 
after the blast purporting U.S. 
aid to Israel as the motive for 
fee attack. 

Rima Ayyad, 20, said: “My 
husband was expecting such a 
senteircing since be said all 


along feat the governinents of 
the United States and Israel 
were using him to smear the 
image of Islam." 

“1 no longer trust the legal 
system of tlte United States," 
said the Newark, New Jersey, 
resident, who is visiting her 
family in Jordan with her 8- 
month-old baby, Assem. 

“1 am gmng to appeal the 
verdict,” she said in a cracked 
voice. 

Mr. Ayyad's fatber-in-law, 
Abdullah Ghaboun. accused 
the ' U.S. administration “of 
attempting to find another 
monster for an enemy after 
communism. 

“They (Americans) want to 
use Nidal and fee other defen- 
dants in the World trade Cen- 
tre bombing as a pretext to., 
launch a war a^nst Iriam,’ 
said Mr. Ghaboun, vriio visited 
Nidal last week at his prison in 
New York. 

Mr. Ayyad is of Palestinian 
extraction, but held a Jorda- 
nian passport and grew up in 
Kuwait before going to the 
United States where he ac- 
quired American citizenship in 
1985. 

The four defendants sent- 
enced Tue^y are all deeply 
religious Muslims of Arab des- 
cent and some are followers of 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
the Egyptian cleric whom p^ 
secutors allege advocates vio- 
lence against religious ene- 
mies. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman is 
charged in a second case to be 
tried this fall for inspiring fol- 
lowers to “levy a war of urban 
terrorism” in this country. 

The U.S. government 
alle^ feat Sheilui Abdul Rah- 
man led a conspiracy dating 
back to 1991 to punish the 
United States for its support of 
Israel and Egypt. 

He was indicted for leading 
more than a dozen others in a 
plot to blow up New York City 
landmarks inducting the World 
Trade Centre and the United 
Nations. 


Mandela seeks meeting 
with neo-Nazi leader 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
President Nelson Mandela said 
Wednesday he was seeking to 
meet neo-Nazi leader Eugene 
Terre Blanche to discoss his 
demands for a separate white 
homeland and mnnesty for 
jailed rightists. 

Mr. Mandela said after talks 


with ri^t-wing_lead» Ferdi 
Bifeer 


Hartzenberg In Cape Town be 
hoped a TCaceful solution 
could be found to assuage 
right-wing fears about black 
majority rule following last 
month's historic elections. 

“We discussed Mr. Terre 
BlancJie's involvement in ultra- 
right activities. Dr. Haitzen- 
berg and I are ptoiming feat 
feere should be a meeting be- 
tween tbe three of us as soon as 
posinUe,'' Mr. Mandela toM 
reporters. 

Mr. Hu* '...iberg, leader oF 
the Conservative Party (CP) 
which like the AWB (Afrikan- 
er Resistance Movement) 
wants a separate Afrikaner 
homeland, said he would seek 
the talks in the name of peace. 

“1 am going to approach Mr. 
Terre Blanche because 1 think 
such a meeting will be to the 
benefit of our country and for 
peace," he told reporters. 

Mr. Mandela said he discus- 
sed with Mr. Hartzenberg de- 
mands for an amnesty for 
rightwingers, including 33 
AWB members standing trial 
for a bomb blitz before the 
country's first all-race elections 
on April 26-29 which swept the 
ANC to power. 

They also discussed granting 
a broadcast licence to the rebel 
Radio Pretoria and self- 
determination for Afrikaners. 

Mr. Mandela said an amoes- 
ty was “prematyre." Justice 
Minister Builah Omar was 
drafting legislation on fee issue 
whidi would be presented to 
parliament next week for de- 
bate. be said. 


Earlier Wednesday, Mr. 
Terre Blanche said Mr. Ifort- 
zenberg had no mandate to 
negotiate with the ANC on 
behalf of the AWB. 

He would only hold talks 
with Mr. Mandela's national 
unity government on osndition 
that all right-vrin^ prisoners, 
sentenced or awaiting trial, be 
released. 

“This is the only condition 
under which we will even con- 
sider having tdks. The AWB 
wishes to jriace on record that 
it has not had any discussions 
of any nature with fee ANC,” 
he said in a ^tement. 

"We have not any 

person or body outside tire 
ranks of fee AWB authority or 
mandate to have discussions 
with any other person, party or 
body, for and on behalf our 
organisation." 

Mr. TeRe Blanche warned 
of violence if the amnesty were 
not granted, saying: “Our peo- 
ple will continue with their 
struggle until they are fr^." 

The CP boycotted the elec- 
tions after failed attempts to 
secure a sovereign white home- 
land. Party offidals say Mr. 
Hartzenberg still belie^d a 
homeland was achievable in 
post-apaRheid Soufe Africa. 

Meanwhile Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi Wednesday 
announced sweeping changes 
to transform South Africa's old 
apartheid police into a puMk- 
orientated "user-friendly” 
force. 

The new police would fit 
into the country's current phi- 
losophy of “forgiving the past 
without forgetting it," he told a 
media briefing. 

Mr. Mufamadi announced 
the creation of three bodies to 
assist in setting up a system of 
“polidng of the community by 
the community and for the 
community." 


Black Sea Fleet deal remains evasive 


MOSCOW (R) ~ Russian- 
Ukraintan talks on sharing out 
fee Black Sea Fleet and defus- 
ing tensions over Ukraine's 
Crimean peninsula seemed far 
from success Wednesday. 

A Russian offidal told jour- 
nalists tbe two sides had pre- - 
pared a package of agreements 
that, among other things, out- 
lined problems involved in 
splining the fleet. But it 
seemed to stop short of the 
final settlement both sides anx- 
iously seek. 


President Boris Yeltsin in- 
sists be has no daim on fee 
peninsula, pan of the Russian 
Federation until tia n sf en e d to 
Ukraine in 1954. Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk, 


however, detected an. in^- 
1 Mr. 


rious lecturing tone in 
Yeltsin's dedaration last week 
that use of force be ruled out in 
tbe dispute. 

Nationalist sensitivities run 
high on both sides and reports 
of Ukrainian troop move- 


By Wednesday afternoon, 
on the third day of talks, Rus- 


ments. denied by Kiev, have 
in the Moscow 


IAEA team completes 
inspection of N. Korean facility 


VIENNA (AFP) — Inspectors 
from the International Atomic 
Energy Agenty (IAEA) have 
completed their inspection of a 
North Korean nuclear ex- 
perimental reprocessing fau- 
lty after taking samples, IAEA 
officials said in Vienna 
Wednesday. 

The samples should allow 
the IAEA -to determine 
whether plutonium could have 
been manufactured or diverted 
to the Yongbyon laboratory, 
located 90 kilometres (55 
miles) north of the North 
Korean capital Pyongyang, 
possibly for use in making nuc- 
lear bombs. 

Plutonium is a key element 
for making nudear bombs. 

Earlier Wednesday IAEA 
spokesman Hans-Friedrich 


Meyer announced that one in- 
speaor who was part of a 
three-man team that arrived in 
North Korea last week to carry 
out the inspection has left the 
country. 

The other two inspectors 
were holding talks Wednesday 
with officials in f^ongyang 
along with 'two special IAEA 
envoys who arrived in tbe 
North Korean capital Tuesday. 

The talks, which were ex- 
pected to continue through 
Thursday, were focusing on 
measurements of fuel rods at 
an e.Yperimental nuclear reac- 
tor, also at Yongbyon. 

The United States suspects 
North Korea of diverting some 
of its nuclear fuel for military 
purposes, a charge denied by 
the government in Pyongyang. 


sian Prime Minister Viktor 
Qieraomyidin had withdrawn 
from the negotiations, leaving 
the field to expert groups. 

Uncertainty over control of 
the former Soviet fleet only 
compounds tensions between 
fee two states over the Cri- 
mean peninsula where the 
ships are based. 

The political leadership of 
Crimea, a Ukrainian tcRitory 
wife a big Russian majority, 
last week adopted a new con- 
stitution that loosens ties with 
Kiev and moves the peninsula 
towards realignment with Rus- 
sia. 

Kiev accuses “nationalist 
forces” in Russia of encourag- 
ing the move as a step towards 
reabsorbing Crimea and then 
Ukraine itself. 


abounded 
press. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, speaking at a 
meeting of Baltic leaders in 
Estonia Wednesday, said Rus- 
sia had no territorial ambitions 
of any kind. 

“There is no border question 
in Europe.” he said. 

“If there were one we would 
open a pandora's box... I think 
there is no question of discus- 
sing borders, neither with 
Ukraine nor with Latvia nor 
Estonia.” 

The danger facing both sides 
in the Crimean issue is that the 
militant Crimean administra- 
tion could force the issue of 
autonomy and. ultimately, in- 
dependence. 

Mr. Kravchuk, in a crisis, 
could come under strong pres.s- 
ure to act decisively to pre- 


serve control over the peninsu- 
la. 

Tbe nightmare then is of a 
Black Sea Fleet, its fate still 
not formally resolved, being 
forced to chose aliegiaiice be- 
tween Russia and Ukraine. 

The Russian view is that 
Ukraine should base its ships 
in Balaklava and Donuzlav, 
leaving the fleet headquarters 
of Sevastopol, on fee Crimean 
peninsula, under Russian con- 
trol, but not sovereignty. 

Ukraine, however, insists on 
the right to station some ships 
in Sevastopol, which would be 
the headquarters of the Ukrai- 
nian fleet as well as of tbe 
Russian one. 

At talks in Sevastopol last 
month, Russia and Ukraine 
worked out a formula on divid- 
ing the fleet. But the meeting 
broke up in acrimony over 
where to base each country's 
navy. 

Ethnic Russians make up 
about 70 per cent of the 2.7 
million residents of Crimea. 

Ukraine offered Crimea 
broad autonomy after inde- 
pendence from Moscow. But 
economic collapse prompted 
Crimeans to elect Russian 
nationalist Yuri Meshkov pres- 
ident in January and vote 
heavily for closer ties with 
Moscow in a March referen- 
dum. 


Russia attacks Estonian human rights 


TALLINN (R> — Moscow 
Wednesday delivered a sting- 
ing attack on the treatment of 
Russian speakers in Estonia 
and made dear that withdraw- 
d of its troops from the repub- 
lic would depend on respect for 
minority human rights. 

A memorandum to the 
Council of the Baltic Sea states 
from the Russian delegation, 
ted by Foreign Minister Andrei 
Koz)^. accused Estonia of 
discriminating against Russian 
speakers and of Fordng them 
to leave the country. • 

"It gives rise to deep con- 
(xrn that the process of estab- 
lishing an independent Esto- 
nian state is accompanied by 
the non-Russian population 
beii^ forced out of the coun- 
try." the memorandum said. 

Etonian Foreign Minister 
Juri Luik, who Tuesday held 
two hours of talks with Mr. 
Kozyrev to try to reach a deal 
whirt would lead to Russia 
pulling its 2.500 troops out of 
Estonia, said he was saddened 
by the .ntrack. 


former Soviet troops have 
soured Moscow's relations 
with all three. 

Russia has withdrawn Forces 
from Lithuania and has agreed 
lo pull its 10,500 troops out of 
Latvia by the end of August. 
But it has no deal with Estonia 
yet. 

The memorandum, which 
Mr. Kozyrev said had been 
leaked, said Estonian laws on 
citizenship, language, educa- 
tion and in other spheres dis- 
criminated against Russians in 
the country. 

“It speaks for itself that up 
to now only about 30,000 of 
the absolute majority of the 
400.000 Russians who would 
like to become citizens of this 
country have been able to do 
so." the memorandum said. 


Tallinn says the questions of 
troops and the rights of pen- 


sioners are not linked, but Mr. 
Kozyrev insisted there would 
be no deal without resolving 
both issues. “We are negotiat- 
ing a package whidi would 
include withdrawal of thox 
t^ps and protection of the 
ri^ts of those pensioners," he 
said. 


Mr.Kozyrev told a news con- 
ference a new regional human 
rights watchdog appointed by 
the coundl would to tackle the 


issue. 


"We arc a little bit sad be- 
cause the atmosphere was real- 
ly good but { think we will 
over it." ® 

The Baltic states of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania won in- 
dependence in 1991 after a 
failed hardline coup against 
then Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. But the issue of 


“f hope the high commis- 
sioner appointed at this meet- 
ing will also address these 
issues and help us to solve this 
problem. We cannot just close 
our eyes and not see them." 
Mr. Kozyrev said. 

The position of Estonia's 40 
per cent Russian minority, in- 
cluding thousands of military 
pensioners, has become linked 
with talks on troop withdrawal 
between Tallinn and Moscow. 


After Tuesday's meeting be- 
tween Mr. Kozyrev. Mr. Luik 
and Estonian President Len- 
nart Meri, both sides spoke of- 
their common will to reach 
agreement as soon as possible. 

They agreed lo arrange new 
meetings to tty to forge a deal 
and Mr. Luik said the first 
meeting would be in Tallinn. 

Tension over the troops 
overshadowed the two-day 
meeting of the coundl. which 
groups Russia, the three Baltic 
states, Denmark, Finland, 
Norway, Sweden. Germany 
and Poland. 

In a dosing communique, 
the ministers expressed their 
conviction “that the withdraw- 
al of foreign troops from Esto- 
nia and Latvia will be prompt, 
complete and orderly." 

Former Danish Justice 
Minister Ole Espersen was 
named as the region's first 
commissioner on democratic 
nghts and institutions, includ- 
ing the nghts of members of 
minoniies. 






Tramp saved 
•by Diana 


LONDON (R) — A tramp 
sav^ by Princess Diana from 
drowning in a central Londm 
lake said she was a “mirade 
ladv” straight out of tbe pages 
of a fairytale. “To be saved by 
a princess is beyond the 
dreams of a tramp. Tlw 1^'s 
a mirade to me... It's tike a 
fairytale,” Martin O'Do- 
Qc^ue told the Daily Mirror 
newspaper. Mr. O'Dont^hoe, 
42, said Princess Diana, 
estranged wife of heir to tbe 
throne Prince Charles, visited 
him twice in hospital where be 
lay unconscious for five days 
after the inddent 10 days ago. 
Princess Diana had ni^ed to 
fee edge of a lake to London's 
central Regent's Park to help 
pull Mr. O’Donoghue out of 
the water. Finnish Student 
Karl Kotila then gave him 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 
On her first visit Princess Di- 
ana left him £5 ($7.5) in a “get 
well” card that carried tiie 
message “wishing you a quick 
recovery — from Diana.” Lar 
ter she droj^ied in to ^ ^ 
liish-boni vagrant again. She 
smiled, touched his band and 
said: “God bless you, Paddy.” 
Paddy is a common nickname 
for people of Irish descent. lo 
return for her kindness, Mr. 
O'Donoghoe said he offered. 
Princess Diana a gypsy bles- 
sing. Diana was returning to 
her London borne by car after 
jogging in the park when her 
chauffeur was stoppe^ by a 
group of anxious tourists vfeo 
^x>tted tbe tramp foiling off a 
bridge. Mr. O'Donoghue, who 
Uves in a paik shed, said he 
jumped off the bridge to avoid 
a dog that had attadted him. 
He had aimed for the bank but 
because be was half-drunk he 
fell in the water. “1 just can't 
believe I survived. God must 
have bad a hand in it.” he said. 
He discharged himself from 
ho^tal Sunday. 


Britain awards 
national lottery 
licence to Camelot 


LONDON (K) — Britain's 
office . of the National Lot- 
tery, after months of secret 
dehbeiations, said Wednesday 
it had chosen Camelot Group 
PLC ahead of seven ot]grt 
groups to operate its new 
National Lott^'. The Camelot 
Group is made up of confec- 
tionary giant Cadbury Schwep- 
pes PLC, Gtech Holdings 
Corp which 'supplies lottery 
^uipment in 24 countries, spe- 
cialist printer De La Rue, Rac- 
al Electronics PLC and 
Japanese-owned computer 
firm I(X. -National Lottery 
Director General Peter Davis 
said Camelot was best placed 
to run fee lottery “wife due 
propriety,” protecting the in- 
terests of participants and max- 
imising net proceeds. The li- 
cence is due to be form^y 
awarded in July. The National 
Lottety is widely tipped to be 
fee biggest in the world and 
turnover could reach £4 billion 
($6 Nliion) a year, leisure 
analysts say. The governmem 
plans to spend half of that 
money on prizes and has raid it 
will take 12 per cent in tax. 
Around a quarter of proceeds 
are expected to go to the gov- 
ernment's five designated 
“good causes” — the arts, 
sports, heritage, charity and a 
millennium fund to fete the 


year 200H — and the opera^ 
cefife 


wnll take the rest to cover i 
and profit. 

Life Of former 
premier wins U.K. 
richest book prize 


LONDON (R) — An unautho- 
rised biography of former Con- 
servative Prime Minister Ed- 
ward Heath won Britain's rich- 
est literary award confounding 
bookmakers who tipped 
another work to win. Scottish 
author John Campbell’s Ed- 
ward Heath — A Biography" 
won out over competing worxs 
on the lives of a British poet, a 
Spanish dictator and an Tiife 
nationalists. Bookmakers Lad- 
brokes had tipped Andrew 
Motion's biography of poet 
Philip Larkin to win 7:4 and 
made Robert Kee’s work on 
Irish patriot Charles Stewart 
Parnell second favourite at 9:4. 
f^mpbcli. 47. who has pre- 
viously written books atout 
British politicians Lloyd 
George. Roy Jenkins and Nye 
Bevan. was awarded the 
£25.(XX)^ ($37,600> prize for 
non-fiction at a glittering din- 
^r for 300 guests in London's 
Savoy Hotel. Mr. Heath 78. 
still a serv'ing member of par- 
uameni, was prime minbier 
from 1970 to 1974 and took 
Britain into the 
Common Market, 
ousted from the Conservative 
^^cadership by Margaret 
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